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The Minister for Education: Not on his
-property. If it is oil his property it is cov-
ered.

leu. V. ]IAME.RSLEY: A person fre-
luently has a portion of his property that is
-rateable, and he may have provided windmiflls
or other improvements oti another portion.
These improvements probably appertain to
-one property and are taxable ie some other
district.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: In
the matter of assessing the value of Ina,
proved land, the Road Board Act must be
considered as a mneasure subordinate to the
State Land Tax measures, and it is unde-
sirable to lint into a subordinate measure
something which is not in the principal mea-
sure.

Hon. V. HAMKERSLEY: This should co-
incide with the Lafid Tax Act. It is con-
tignous improvements which are often not
allowed for in the Land Tax Act, and there
is a means here of providing for them. We
mnight be doing an injury if we take those
Words out.

Thle MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The amendment has been ' placed on the
Notice Paper by the Crown Law Department
on the ground that it is undesirable to put
into the Act something which might lead to
litigation and other controversy.

Amendment put and passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 214 to 2238-agreed to.
Clause 234-Minimum rate:
The MKINISTER POE EDUCATION: I

move an amendment-
That the words "a minimum general

rate of two shillings and sixpence" and
'' minimumi loant rate of one shilling"

be struck out, and ''a minimuma sum of
two Shillings And sixpnceIC in respect of
the general rate'' and "a millnium of
one shilling in respect of the loan rate''
be inserted in lieu thereof.

This wvill improve the wording but not alter
thle meaning.

Amendment pitt and passed; the clause as
am11ended agreed to.

Clauses 235 to 239-agreed to.

Clause 240-Exemiption:
The MINKISTER FOE EDUCATION:

There is here a printer'Is error. In line 3 the
word '"many'' should be ''miay.''

The CHAIRMAN: I will have the cur-
sTection made.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 241 to 247-agreed to.

Clause 248-Who is liable for rates:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
move-

That consideration of this clause
postponed until after consideration
postponed Clause 211.

I

he
of

Motion put and passed; thle clause post-
polled.

Clauses 249 to 2(38-agreed to.

C~ause 269-Application of proceeds of
sae

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
move-

That consideration of this clause be
postponed until after consideration of
postponed Clause 248.

Motion put and passed; the clause post-
ponled.

Clauses 270 to 3566-agreed to.

[The Presidlent resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.

House 'idjm-nod at 8.46 p..
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BILLS (2)-FIRST. READING.

1, Dentists Act Amendment.
I1ntroduced by the Attorney General.
2, Shipping and Pilotage Ordinance

Amendment.
.Introduced by the Colonial Secretary.

SITTING DAY, ADDITIONAL.

The PREMIER (Holl. T1. Mitchell-Nor-
thain) [4.37]: 1 move-

'Tlat this House shall meet for the de-
spatch of business on Fridays, in addi-
tion to the days already provided.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.388]: 1
had hoped that the Premier would give the
House soie idea, of the legislation the Gov-
cininent propose to put through before the
session closes. I take it, of course, that
the object of sitting an extra day per week
is to close the session at an early date. If
that be the Government's object, I think we
ought to know just what they propose to do
with regard to some of the Bills oin the
Notice Paper. The Government business
alone aniounts, to 18 Orders of the flay, to
say nothing of private members' business;
and the greater proportion of the Govern-
ment business consists of Bills of which the
second reading has not yet been reached. No
doubt, most of the Bills are more or less
iiuimportanlt, and should not occupy much
time. However, I shall be glad if the Pre-
mier can give us some idea whether we are
likely to close next vveek. I personally do
not mind working an extra day per week if
we can close the session earlier on that
account; but I see very little good to be
derived from loading ourselves up with an-
other dlay per week if we are still to drag
en here for some considerable time longer.

Thie PRE-MION (]Toil. 1% -Mitchell-Nor-
tham-in reply) [4.40]: T do not want the
.]louse to drag along for any considerable
length of time. We ought to finish tip by the
Gild of next week. Really there is very little
business upon the Notice Paper. Most of the
Bills represent small amendments of exist-
ig Acts, and sonme of them are merely con-

lineation measures. The Estimates are al-
most completed. Of course, the Loan Esti-
maste renmain to be considered; but I see
no reason why, if the Hfouse continues to
work as it has worked so far during tbe ses-
sion, we should not get through the work
during the next six days.

Mr. Foley: What is the need for getting
through during tile next six days? We have
not sat long this session.

The PREMIER: No; but we have done
a great deal of business this session. I
think there never was a session of Parlia-
ment in Western Australia during which hon.
meinbers attended so closely to business.

Hion. W. C. Angwin: You have had a
good Opposition.

The PREMIER: Yes. The country has
been well served by both sides during this
session. Much work has been done, and it
seems desirable that we should, if possible,
rise at the end of next week. There is no
reason why we should sit longer if we en
get through the business by then. It is, of
course, with that object in view that I am
asking hon. members to sit on Fridays.

Question put and passed.

BILL-CONSTITUTION ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 3).

Report of Committee adopted.

BULL-JNDJSTR1.S ASSISTANCE
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER. (lion. T. Mitchell-Nor.
thnin) [4.43] in aloving the second i-cad-
big said: This Bill contains one little unat-
ter which hon. mnemlbers may wish to dis-
ecuss. The object of Clause 2, ii wvill be
seen, is really to confirm purchases of im-
plenients ad ninmcliinery wich have already
taken place. Tl'Ie Industries Assistance
Board found that machinery agents had
sold machinery under hire piurchase agree-
nient to assisted farmers. H-o. members
will readily understand that that machinery
was necessary to the fnrmers. Arrange-
ments satisfactory to the board have been
niade with the owners of the machinery, and
during the past three yecars certain pay-
rivats have been mmmde undejr the agree-
inents, and there is another year's payment
still to be made. Hllu. members are, of
course, aware that when machinery is sold
tinder hire purchase agreement it remains
the property of the seller, and that thus
it could have been removed.

H-oil. W. C. Angwin: That is not so under
the moratorium regulations.

The PREMIER: Yes. We thought it
advisable to nakse arrangement. with the
machinery firms, and in this Bill we ask
that Parliament shall ratify the purchases.
Clause 2 asks for power for the Industries
Assistance Board to complete purchases
mnade by people already on farms. This
will also apply to machinery on farms
which have been abandoned. If the Indus-
tries Assistance Board have power, as they
will have in the event of this measure pass-
ing, to complete the purchase, they will ob-
tain assets far beyond the imouints still re-
mraining to be paid. Members will see that
this is desirable. A machine might cost
£80), and £60 of it might have been paid;
there would remain £20 to be paid, but the
board have no power at present to Tiy it.
The board have security, and they ask for
power to pay the balance in order that their
asset might be increased. This is a right
power for the House to give the board. The
debts of the International Harvester Co.,
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totalling £25,800, were bought for £15,700.
This occurred when the member for Can-
ning (MXr. Robinson) was -Minister.

lion. P. Collier- Those are farmers' debts.
The PREMIER: Yes, uander the Indus-

tries Assistance Act, debts due by the as-
sisted farmers to the International Har-
vester Co.

Hon. P. Collier: They must have been
getting good prices.

The PREMIER: Debts amrounting to
£18,581 were bought from Harris, Searfe,
& Co., Ltd., for £7,000.

Hen. P. Collier: Are the implement works
makinig the same reduction?

The PREMAtH: They made. their loss
before they sold. Neither of these transac-
tions has been authorised by Parliament,
and we are asking the House to confirm
these purchases. 'No real advantage will
accrue to the farmer except as regards the
rate of interest. If there is any profit, and
I believe there will he a profit, it will go
to the Treasury.

Hon. P. Collier: That is to ay, if the
original amount of the debt is paid, the bal-
ance will go to the Treasury? It really
amounlts to a saving to the former.

The PREMIER: It ought to but, under
the arrangement existing, there will not be
any advantage to the farmer. 'We have
given £7,000 for £18,000 worth of debts.
It is not likely that we shall get in the
whole of the £18,000 worth of debts.

Hon. P. Collier: You make at correspond-
ing redaction to the farmers?

The PREMIIER: No, we are not likely to
get in the £18,000 worth, but I believe we
shall get in more than £7,000 worth of the
debts.

The Honorary Minister: If we get in
£15,000 worth, the State will gel the bene-
fi t.

The PREMIER: We are not likely to
get in £E15,000, but if we collect more than
£7,000, it will be paid into the board's ce-
flit. I think it is quite right to take over
these debts -and distribute any surplus over
the £7,000 amrong the farmers who have
paid. It has been arranged that the pro-
fit, if, any, shall go to the Treasury.

Hon. P. Collier: There -will be no pro-
fi t.

The PREMIER: I trust the lion. meni-
ber will be agreeably surprise2d. As a mat-
ter of fact, in view of the present crop
prospects and the guara-nteed price of
wheat, there should be a profit.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: Will youl take every
other industry and pay on the same basis?

Hon. P. Collier: Boy ont all the debts of
everybody.

The PREMIER: Every other ii~custry of
equal value to the State might be con-
aid ered.

Hon. P. Collier: Will you lift a mort-
gage for me?

The PREMIER: Members will realise
that, when an offer of this kind is made,
it is easy for the board to calculate their

chanices of collecting the money. When the
purchase was made, the board were careful
to see that they could expect to collect at
least £E7,000 worth of the debts.

Hon. P. Collier: They must have been
pretty bad debts in the opinion of Harris,
Scarfe, & Co., or they would not hlave sold
themn for £7,000.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: They could niot col-
lect under the moratorium.

The PREMIER: These creditors might
stand out of their money so long as the
Industries Assistance Board is in existeuce.
As these firms had no option but to wait
until we got surplus proceeds, they were
the more ready to sell. If they could have
called upon the farmers to pay their debts
and could have collected by the ordinary
means, no doubt they would not have sold
the £18,000 worth for £7,000; but Tether
than wait, as they must do under the Act,
they have made this offer to the board, and
it has been accepted.

Air. Pilkington:- Sonic of these moneys
were not yet due.

The Honorary Minister-: The third in-
stalnment was due.

The PREMIER:.- Probably some of the
money was nor due; I do not know to what
extent. The transaction did not take place
in my timec. No doubt some of these debts
would be secured uinder hire-purchase agree-
ments. The firms were petrfectly willing to
take the lower aihuuints offered, because they
could not bring pressure to hear on the -far-
mer to make him pay. There is another
ease in which the board hlave been offered
debts totalling £E60,060 for a little over
£E20,000.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: W"ho is offering
those, McKay?

The PREMIER: No, Wills & Co. If
the Rouse thinks. it wise to buy these
debts--

lion. W. C. Angwin:- I a~m glad yon are
going into State trading- I did not know
you were starting the Jews' business.

The PREMIER: If the House thinks it
wise to make these purchases, then members
will agree to pass the clause; otherwise they
will not. It is quite possible for the board,
having the security of the farmers and know-
ing their position as to crops, to calculate
how much they are likely to get from these
debts.

The Minister for Mines: You know the
farmer will not agree to the Government
retaining any, profit.

Hlon. P. Collier: No, and he will win
through in the end, too.

Th e PREMIER:. I do not think the in-
terjectors know very much about these
debts, and I: doubt whether they know ninth
about the farmers. In mny opinion, if these
debts are bought, the Goveramnt should
be content if they get their mioney back.
This is a matter which should receive the
careful consideration of members. So long
as thes board do their duty and see that
they get their money hack, it will be very
good business to relieve the fanmer of the
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£60,000 for £E20,000, This offer was not sug-
gested by the board.

lion. W. C. Angwin:. No, it originated
with the Farmers' and Settlers' Associa-
Lion.

The PREMIER: oit did not.
Ron. P. Collier: Yes, that is 'where it was

suggested first.
Hion. W. 0. Angwin: We should not give

the State' s money at a time like this.
Mr. Rarrison I thlink the off er came

from the merchants.
Ron. W. C. Angwin: From Mic~ibbon for

the mterchants., You do not road the
"Primary Prdcr)

Hon. P. Collier: We are very diligent
stuidents of the "P.P. P1

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
The PREMIER: The offer I have men-

tioned, came from the merchants, and it
was not made at the instigation of the
board or of the Farmers and Settlers' AS-
sociation. I realise that this is a question
which requires to ho handled very carefully.
It might be of advantage to the farmer,
and members ought to consider it very care-
fully, to ensure that it is properly handled
and that there will be no possible risk of
considerable loss to the State. Another clause
sets forth that the board shall have charge
over all livestock, implements, machinery,
plant, and] movable structures of the appli-
cants upon the land. To-day, uinder the
Postponement of Debts Act, these chattels
could not be attacked. Three years ago I
introduced a similar proposal, and another
on the same lines was introduced nn another
occasion since then. At proseunt the iner-
chant cannot enforce the payment of debts;
neither can the board prevent the sale by
the farmer of chattels of this description
which are not secured to the board. The
ifarmer, if hie chooses, might sell horses
which are on his farin and are not secured
to the board, and he might pocket the money
and defy the creditor and the hoard.

Mr. Maley: That is, stock acquired with
the hoard 's assistance.

The PREMIER: No, stock acquired since
with the farmer's own nuoney. We take the
view that the nmnchirdy and stock are neces-
sary to work the farm and it must he, clear
that, if farmers are permitted to. sell them,
as soo]I as the Act ceases to operate credi-
tors will wamnt these loose chattels and prob-
ably will get them. Creditors will naturally
seek to recover their money, and they can-
not recover in respect of chattels. secured
to the board. Members know these faruis
are worked in the interests of the creditor
as well as of the board. We seek under the
Act to protect the creditor. We see that the
money is distributed properly amongst the
creditors, and I believe a very large amount
will be distr Iibuted this year.

Mr. Pickering: It is dual control.
Thu PREMIER: Yes; I think the credi-

tor should he protected and, so far as We
have been. able to do so, he has been pro-
tected.

Heon. W. C. Angwia: That is not to ssy
that you should use the State's money to
pay his bad debts.

The PREMIER: That has niot been done.
Hon. W. C. Angw in: That is what is pro-

posed.
The PREMIER:- Not one penny of the

State's money should go to pay the nmoney
owing to any creditor.

Hon. P. Collier: My word, you will have
to justify this Bill-the unseea hand I

The PREMIER: I confess if I were sit-
ting on the 'other side of the House and
the menmher for North-East Fremantle were
sitting here, I would not uestion this Bill.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: I do not think we
would ever introduce a thing like this if
we were against State trading.

The Minister for Mines. You will not
oppose it in the circumstances?

The Honorary Minister: It seems to me
like a sop to you chaps.

Mr. SPEAKER: Orderl
The PREMIER: There is another clause

which will enable is to make one distribu-
tion of dividends each year. Under the
Act at present, we must distribute nil we
get in the way of dividends each year, but
the wheat scheme has made that particu-
larly difficult because the scheme pays two
or three dividends in one year and, if the
board have to distribute each amount
separately, a considerable amount of un-
necessary work is involved. The Govern-
mnent ask to be allowed to group these
payments and make one distribution each
year. Last year we had dividends from
two wheat pools, the 1926-17 and the 1917-
18 hut, under the existing Act, it was un-
necessarily costly to distribute each of

-themu sepaihately. &. saving could have been
effected by grouping them. The other
clause provides for the coutinuation of the
Act for another year.

Hen. NV. C. Angwin: Everyone else should
take time opportunity to get the Government
to pay his debts.

Time PREMIER: I do not think it would
be of very mouuh use for any other section
of the communiut-

Hon. P. Collier: No, indeed it would not.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is a real, open

confession, honestly given.
Hon. P. Collier: No one else has the pull

the farmers have.
The PREMTfER: No other section of the

comnmunity can give the same security.
Sonmething was said last night about. the
amount that is expended on the gold mining
industry and these employed in it. The
member for Murchison (Mr. Holman) said
that we were perfectly willing to give a
vote to the farmer, to finance him on his
holding, and assist him in erecting his
home, but that the same assistance did not
apply to the people on the golddields, who
possessed no dwellings of their own, but
yet were just as much entitled to a vote as
the farmer. I would point out that the
farmer does more than any other man in
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the community to deserve assistance from
this House. It is the custom all the world
over to assist the farmer..

Mr. Munsie: Not only that, but he gets
*it,

The PREM~ IER: The farmer is farmed by
every section of the community. The
member for North-East Fremantle (Air.
Angwin) would not represent 5,000 voters
if it were not for the farmers of the State.
He would not represent 500. 1 remember,
before the wheat lands of this State were
settled, when North Fremantle was a very
insignificant place. It is because of the
work of the farmers of this State that Pre-
mantle has been made what it is.

Hon. T. Walker: And of the goldfields!I
The PREMIER: I do not say that the

farmer is the only man who works, but he
is the only man who cannot go on strike.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They are going on
strike now.

The PREMIER: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
On motion by Mr. Wiflck debate

adjourned.

BILL-TREASURY BONIDS DE-
FICIENCY.

Second Reading.
Hon. PREMIER (Elon. J. Mitchell-

Northeam) [5.3] In moving the second read-.
ing said: This is the usual Bill which, un-
fortunately, has been introduced into this
House on previous occasions. It is becoming
a hardy annual. To-day we are asking the
House to agree to the funding of the deficit
of last year of £652,000. The first Bill of
this kind was introduced by the late Mr.
Frank Wilson in 1916. The authority then
aked for was for nearly £1,500,000. The
deficit to the end of that year was
£1,417,649.

laon. W. C. Angwin: Do not forget it,
and compare the figures with what they are
now.

The 'PREMIER: In 1918 further auth-
ority was taken to enable the deficit of
£E699,767 to be funded. In 1919 a further
authority was asked of this House to fund
the deficit of £705,743. Now I am asking
the Rouse to agree to fund the deficit of
£652,014. I hope it will not be necessary
to introduce a Bill of this kind on many
more occasions. It is unfortunate that it
his to be introduced at all. I have endeav-
oured to explain on a previous occasion that
the deficit is due to some extent to the
setting aside of the Sinking Fund
with which to discharge our debts. Hon.
members have very rightly asserted that
the Sinking Fund should be kept intact. The
only other provision in the Bill is ong which
authorises the amalgamation of these vari-
otus loan autliorisations. It will be seen that
on each occasion an amount equal to the
amount which is to be funded was authorised,

but on this occasion wre are asking for £28,000
more than the actual deficit for this year.
The total amount involved to 30th June last
is £.3,418,000, which is represented by Com-
monwealth loans less £652,000. I move-

That the 'Bill be now read a second time.
On motion by Hion. T., Walker debate ad-

journed.

BILL - COOLGARDIE GOLDFIELDS
WATER SUPPLY LOAN ACT AMEND-
11 E NT.

Stucond Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. 3. Mitchell-
Northamx) [5.8) In moving the second read-
ing said: It trill be remembered that I told
this House that the contribution to the Sink-
ing Fund wvhich is to extinguish the debt
of £2,500,000 raised in 1896 is more by
£70,000 per annumn thanr it is necessary for
us to contribute. This loan of £2,500,000
was raised 23 years ago, the money being
borrowed at 3 per cent. This is a very low
rate of interest, but at that time it was
thought wise to ask for a Sinking Fund of
8 per cent, to be provided. Hon. members
know that it was not considered thea that the
life of the sceme would be very long, and
it was thought that the goldfields would go
down, and that as the years wont on they
would take less water. It was also thought
that the pipes would not last for a preat
number of years. To-day, however, the
scheme is still working. The same pipes
have been used all along, and owing, I be-
lieve, to the ability of the engineer in charge
they are likely to last for a great many
years longer. Ten years ago it was thought
that the pipes were in a very bad state.

Mr. Mtunsie: And so they were.
The PREMIER: It was thought that the

pipes had very few years of life in front
of them. To-day, owing to the work which
has been done in connection with the is-
pairs, the pipes have a long life before
them .

Hlon. T. Walker: Is it the lime, or is it
the fact that the pipes have been kept full
of water?

The PREMIER: There is some method of
repairing the pipes which was unknown a
few years ago. The increased life of the
pipes is also due to the fact that the water
is treated before it goes into the pipes. This
loan matures in 1927. The Government
Actuary has looked into the question, and
he says that if an annual contribution of
£5,300 a year is made it will be sufficient to
extinguish the debt by 1927. If we continue
A the present rate the amount of Sinking
Fund will be £3,089,447.

Mr. Collier: What is the excess?
The PREMIER: It is £580,000. It seems

unnecessary to make a greater contribution
than is suffcient to meet thne loan. I propose
flint the contribution each year shall be
£,10,000 in order to cover any possible loss in
connection with realisation or in connection
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with charges on the investnents of the Sink-
ing Fund from now on, in view of the fact
that it is isot always possible to reinvest
our fund promptly through Western Aus-
tralia,, stocks not being available. The fact
that we shall have this £.589,000 more, if we
continue at the present rate, is due to the
Sinking Fund earning an average rate of in-
terest which is beyond the 3 per cent, at which
the mnley was borrowed. The investments
of the Sinking Fund have brought in interest
at the rate of 3# per cent, for 20 years.

Ho,,. P. Collier: H-ave the trustees ii: Lon-
dIon been consulted about this?

The PREMNIER: London has been ad-
vised.

Hlon. P. Collier: What do they say?
The PREMkIER: They have jiot said any-

thing about it, so I suppose they are satis-
fied.

Hon. P. Collier: Why is there a different
attitude iii regard to this matter!

Thle PUEMIkTER, Eve,, if there is any ob-
jection it w-illI make no difference. We are
not expected to contribute more than is ne-
cessary to pay our way.

Hon. P. Collie,-: We are committed to the
3 per cent, under the original Act.

The PRII[Ef: Yes, and we have iiet
that commuitment. Until to-day we have
been going on contributing the 3 per cent.
If we go on like that we shall be in the
positioni of having £580,000 to our credit.

Hon,. P. Collier: It will be a repudiation
of the original contract.

The PREMIER: I do not think so. We
cannot be expected to pay more than our
debts. Would this House have this un-
necessary contribution met year after year
until 1927? 1 suggest thtis is quite unneces,
sary, and that in the present state of the
finances we should not continue the pay-
mecnt.-

Honi. P. Collier: The argument against
the other was that it would detrimentally
affect the reputation of the State.

The PREMIER: To repudiate the Sink-
ing Fund would be tantamount to saying that
we are not going to pay our debts.

The Minister for Mines: Not at all.
The PREMIER: We agreed to pay oar

debts by way of a Sinking Fund. I hnow
that many of the Eastern States have very
small Sinking Funds. New Zealand had no
Sinking Fund until she raised war loans.
Not a single loan that New Zealand has
raised, and she has raised many millions,
carried any Sinking Fund until she Tai sed
nmoney in order to carry on the war.

Mr. Pilkingtoa: What happens to the sur-
plus over the aniount of the debt? If we
hand a surplus on the Sinkine Fund would
it remain in the Sinking Fund?

The PREMIER: It would be available.
The Mfinister for Mines:'Tt would be re-

turned to the Treasury.
Mr. Pilkington: Each loan is kept separ-

The PREMIER: Yes.

The 'Minister for Mines: If you paid back
your stock you would have nothing farther
to do with it.

The PREMIER: To refrain from paying
Sinking Fund after having undertaken to

r~our debts by that means would be quite
wrong. If we contribute sufficient to pay
our debts that is sufficient.

Hon. P. Collier: It would meet the air-
culustances if we continued to pay our pre-
sent Sinking Fund until the debt was
liquidated, and thea ceased to pay any more
Sinking Fund.

The PREMIER: Yes.
Hon. P. Collier: It would not help this

year's Treasurer very much.-
The PREMIER: The hon. member is quite

at liberty to make ready for that if he likes.
I am not so anxious to have the credit as I
any to have the cash.

I-on. P. Collier: Wep know what you are
after

The PREMIER: That is the position. If
wye continue to pay this £75,000 a year, the
fortunate man who occupies the position of
Treasurer in 1927 will draw £569,000. The
House is entitled to say whether they will
contribute for the remaining years just
enough to meet the indebtedness. We have
invested now £1,893,480. I do not hnow
that I can discuss all the circumstances sur-
rounding the present rosition of the water
scheme.

The SPEAKER: The Premier can hardly
do that under this Bill.

The PREM'IER; I think it right the House
should know that after paying this £2,500,000,
and the other small amounts of indebtedness
in connection with the scheme, the scheme
itself will still have a very useful work in
front of it which will return considerable
revenue to the Treasury. That wvill be after
1.927.

Alr. Pilkington: What is the difference be-
tween the amount of the loan and the amount
of the Sinking Fund?

The PREMIER: It is £,600,000.
The Minister for Mines: It is considerably

less; it is not more than £500,00.
The PREMIER: There are two other loans

in connection with the work. I hope the
House will agree to pass this mneasure. It
is a very reasonable thing to ask. I meve-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.
On motion by Hon. P. Collier debate ad-

eaurned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1919-20.
In Committee of Supply.

Resimed from the I 8th November; M r.
Stubbs in the CIhair.

Medical and Public Health Department,
Hon. If. P. Colehatch, 'Minister; (the Min-
isqter for Mines in charge of the Votes).

Vote-M~edical and Public Health,
£183,584:
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The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Scncdan-Albany-in reply) [5.151: 1 have
made inquiries from the Minister in charge
of the department in regard to some of the
matters discussed by lion. members. I an,
advised that, while the department has not
been aile to do all that members intend it
should do, it realises that there is very much
work which it Could perform if funds were
available for thle purpose. For instance, the
department realises tlat it is not doing suffi-
cient in regard to thle inspection of the ehil-
dicii in the sclhools; that is largely a ques-
tion of funds, and so, too,' in respect of the
provision of medical and nursing facilities
in country districts. *The Minister declares
that lie and his officers would be only too
delighted to supply the growing necessities
if they had the funds. In regard to the offi-
cers quit time collection of fees, the depart-
ment has dlone all that it could to put on
mna to collect the fees owing. Even so,
there mu~tst be occasions when people, although
'veil able to pay, will get away without pay-
Ing. Short of some strict inquiry into the
financial nosition of each person, It is very
d1i!7'cult to discover whether hie can or can-
not pay. With miany people it seems to be
a habt to get out without paying whenever
possible.

MrI. ANGELO: You require local men, who
would know the people.

The MSINISTER FOR MINES: Even then
it would not asisit very much, although cer-
taqily it would serve to produce certain fees
101ih do not now come into ius. Ti small
places so much feeling exists among the local
peopile that it would be altogether undesir-
able to have a local man making inqiries
find deciding whether or not certain people
co,,ldl afford to pay.

Mr. Angelo: The resident magistrate ought
to be able to do it.

Tme MINISTER TOR MINES: I do not
think it would be at all proper to ask the
rosident magistrate to undertake the work,
seeing that, in the event of a prosecution
for the inon-pa~neant of the fees, thle resident
magistrate would have to decide the case.
Efforts have been made to collect fees where-
ever- possible. It will be seen from the esti-
matted revenue that an increase is shown in
the amount which it is expected to collect.
It is not always desirable that a man should
be forced to pay. It does not follow that
because a tua is reasonably well dressed, hoe
is able to pay the hospital fees. If a man
ealn live decently and keep up appearances,
even though sailing close to the wind, he is
entitled1 to dIO it. T do not think it should
be necessary that a 'nan have the appearance
of a ranp -e before hie is admitted to a public
hospitall. After all; deseretion must be used
in record to the attitude to be adopted. It
110oul,1 be infinitely better to iss an coca-
sioni debtor wvit canl pay than to bring uip
nil the men about whose ability to pay there

isome doubt.
Holl. P. Collier: There is no working man

in thle country to-day who is in a position to
pay hospital fees.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I would
not suggest that because a man dresses de-
cently he is able to pay his hospital fees,
and that he should be persecuted wnill he
does pay them,. Only recently there was
discovered in Melbourne a wealthy man in
rags. He had invested £5,000 in the war
loan. He said he went about in the guise
of a pauper in order to save himself from
importunate beggars in Ahe streets. I do
not want to see our workmen dressed in that
fashion. I do not judge a an by his ap-
pearance so miuch as by his nature, and I
should not like to put any man in, the position
suggested by the member for Gascoyne,
namely, going round his own little local dis-
trict and declaring that Jim Smith can pay
all right while John Jones is a pauper. To
ask the resident magistrate to do this is Un-
thinkable. The Minister for Works referred
to the necessity for providing transport fa-
cilities on our spur lines for cases of sick-
ness. He said that ambulance facilities
should be provided and that if necessary the
doctor and nurses should be taken out to
eases of sickness. That has been an absolute
necessity for years past. It is one of those
problems which cannot be solved ott the
moment. I have haed all sorts of suggestionsl
made, even to the employment of flying ma-
chines, but it is not easy to get a practical
suggestion. Under the suggestion itiade by
the Minister for Works we should have a
costly vehicle standing idle for six months
in the year-. We hmave one instance now
of a vehicle held in readiness for 18
months without demand for it, and suddenly,
within three weeks, it is called out onl two
occasions. We cannot expect these expensive
vehicles to be supplied all over the State.
What is required is a vehicle that can be
used for practical purposes end yet he ready
for an emergency call.

Hon. P: Collier: In some easbs the loeal
residents might well supply part of the cost.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It would
not hurt them if they did. We have on the
railway system a number of motor trolleys.
They were not huilt to be applied in the way
suggested, but for the purpose of inspection,
and therefore they are only rough, with no
covering, and with but sufficient powver to
propel them under normal conditions.
Against the wind, arl on a 1 in 40 grade,
one would almlost require luck to get along
with such a vehicle. However, while the in-
fluenza epidemic was raging, we found it
possible to use a very simple attachment,
with springs and a portable cover, as an am-
bulance to run out onl these nmotor trolleys
and bring in a patient to the hospital. It
nicts the demand uip to a given point. Suich
a trolley is in use practically all the time,
although never "lore tlban an hour or two
away from immediate call, and, consequently,
it call he used to run out onl the
spur line and bring in a patient. What
we want is a vehicle that can be stationed
at our railway junctions and usedi for com-
mereial purposes when not onl urgency work.
It must be nmade to pay for its own upkeep.
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For instance, very often a business man is
perfectly willing to pay £-2 or £8 to be
taken out along a line where there will be
no train for a couple of days. This wouid
leave a small profit to stand to the credit
of the vehicle to meet ambulance charges.
The only other way I can think of would be
to have an ambulance built which could be
trailed behind the motor trolley; but that
would required a good deal of haulage
against the wind. There are many- difficul-
ties in the way. 'Wherever we have the
trolleys we are putting on the ambulance
attachment. Thne Commnissioner of Rail-
ways appreciated the difficulty at the out-
set. We are now being abured for the
happening at Denmark. Within a few hours
after we decided to take the motor away
to have the ambulance attachment put on
to it, directly the trolley was temporarily
removed to Midland Junctiton, a lady in
Denmark was suddenly taken ill and died.
Now we are being roundly abused for hav-
ing removed the trolley. But our critics
forget to say that immediately word came
through that a doctor was required and
that there would be no ordinary train on
that line for some days, the Commissioner
of Railways ordered a special train to run
out with a doctor aboard. Someone then
sent back a telegram asking who should
pay. The Commissioner promptly replied,
"'We will talk about payment afterwards.''
The Commissioner has decidedl onl a course
of action which will be acceptable to hon.
members. Noc is issuing an instruction to
all the emiployees. in the Railway Department
that they arc not to wait to decide the
question of who is to pay in such cases. If
it is a question of life and death, the train
must be run at call, leaving the question
of payment 'to be considered afterwards.
Later on we hope to get full information as
to the methods by which these difficulties
are being handled in other parts of the
world. I assure the Committee We are
doing everything possible to provide neceded
assistance to -people in outback parts of
the State. Utnfortunately the activities of
the department are seriously circumscribed
by the funds available.

Item, Matrons, nurses,. domnestic staff, etc.,
£13,420:

Hon. P. COLlIER:- Will the Minister
state whether the staff have participated
in thc increases of salary or wages granted
by the Government during the past month
or two? The amount set down is about the
same as that of last year.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The in-
formation I have is that £90 has been pro-
vided by way of increments to Purses.

Hon. P. Collier: For the whole lot?
The MINI.STER FOR MINES: For this

particular item.

Item, Chief resident medical officer, £708:
Mr. CHIESSON: Can something be done

to Make thle lot of the patients at 'Wooro-
]oo a little better than it is? When it rains

and the wind blows from one direction, the.
effect is that as the wards are open on one
side, the patients are not completely shel-
tered. A few blinds could be provided and
on such occasions they could be lowered to,
afford the necessary sheltar. Some consid-
eration might also ,be shown to the eon val-
escent pntients by way of providing a balt
for recreation purposes.

The "MIrISTER FOR MINES : If ther
hen. member and the member for the dis-
trict will make representations to the 'Min-
ister controlling the department, I am sat-
isfied he will do his utmost to agree to the-
wishes of the hon. mnembdr.

Item, Matron and chaplain, nurses, domi-
estic staff, etc., £8,809:

Mr. FOLEY: Do we pay chaplains? I
understood that chaplains Jid this work for-
not hing.

The MI1NiSTER FOR MINES:- I can
only tell the lion. ienbr froi'k memory
that this provision has been made for
years past. I think it is a small amount
only that is paid to chaplains and it is
more to cover travelling expenses.

Mr. FOLEY :Do I take it that thet
clergyman who go to Wooroloo have their
fares paid?7

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is.
quite a simple matter for the hon. member
to ascertain the information ho requires. 1No
only needs to ask a question in the House.
and be can then learn what he. desires to,
know.

Mr. FOLEY: All I can say is that if
wre hare to pay chaplans for visiting these
institutions to administer solace to patients,
I have lost a great deail of confidence in
chaplains generally.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The labourer is
worthy of his hire even iln the vineyard of
the Lord. The State pays the chaplain who
-visits Fremantle gaol. Pint is one, instance
that I can call to mind of payment being
made. We must recollect that Woorolco is
ant out of the way place and that. if a clergy-
mant is called there, be may have to hire a.
motor car to get to the sanatorium. My re-
collectioa of the matter is that there are-
two clergymen who draw between them the
small amount of about £50 to cover travel-
ling expenses. We must also remember that
the inmates at Wooroloo are mostly in in-
different health and there must be a greater
percentage of deaths there than at any other
institution. That would therefore account
for many frequent visits on the part of chap-
lains.

Mr. FOLEY: I am not against anyone-
receiving a fair remuneration for work dons,
.but in this case the work is not being done-
for the State. If a clergyman is doing work
for the church, it is the duty of the church
to pay him.

Item, Government hospitals-Provisions,
bedding and clothing, fuel, --- commis-
sion, etc., E23,00:
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Mr. MUNSIE: I would like some iafor-
-ilation with regard to "commission."
What is this paid tor?

The Minister for Mines:. I have not the
remotest idea.

Mr. Money: It is commission paid for col-
lecting fees.

Hon. W7. 0. ANGrWIN: The leader of the
Country party the other day laid stress on
tile work that was being done by assisted
'hospitals. He forgot, however, there were
,such institutions as Government hospitals.

XMr, Harrison: I quoted Government
.assisted hospitals.

Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, but an as-
sisted hospital is one thing and a Govern-
ment hospital is another. The hion. member
quoted the Westonia hospital. That is
-assisted. The lion. member's district hos-
pital is at Northam. I regret we hav&' not
lest year's figures. I would like to quote
'them to show to what a small extent these
'Iastitutions help themselves. X have, how-
ever, the figures of the year before and I
-shall give them. The cost of the upkeep of
-the N orthamn hospital for the year ending
.30th June, 1917, was £1,598.

The Minister for Mines: Last year it was
£g1,356.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The total amount
received by the Northam hospital for fees
from patients and from doaations was £358.

Mr, Teesdale: And it is in the most pros-
perous district- in the State.

Hon. W. C. ANGWTN: The cost of the
Narrogin hospital was £984.

The Minister for Mines: It was £1,100
]ast year.

Ron. W. C. ANOWEN: The total amount
received from fees and donations in that
large district was only £131. The leader of
the Coukiry party was not aware that
assisted. hospitals were one thing and Gov-
ernment hospitals another. The Westonia
hospital is assisted. In 1917 the Govern-
ment paid for the upkeep Of hospitals in the
country districts, not including Kalgoorlie
and Woorolco, no less a sun' than £E16,000,
andi the leader of the Country party tried
to make out that the vote was only £10,000.

Mr. Harrison: I quoted assisted hospitals.
Hon. W. C. ANGWLN: The hen. inember

-did not quote Government hospitals. The
Ilospital at Bussettont is an assisted one.

Hon. P. Collier: Very much assisted.
lion. W. C. ANOWIN: The Busselton hos-

pital last year cost £407. To this the Gov-
,ernnment contributed £200 for maintenance.
and £200 for time doctor's sala-ry.

.Mr. Picering: But the doctor 'is not
-only for the hosp)ital. The residents of the
district subscribe' to the hospital, too-

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: The doctors at
zsubsidised hospitals have the right to charge
fees, and at sonic assisted hospitals out-
'back they have the same privilege. But in
Government hospitals thle doctors cannot
eliarge fees, and no person is supposed to

be treated at a Government hospital if he
can afford to pay fees.

The Colonial Secretary: But it is done.
Hon. W. CQ ANGWI: Yes, hut the fees

are coming in pretty well in such eases. I
ant informed that last year the Fremantle
Government hospital raised £4,500 from fees
and contributions. As regards nurses in the
country, thle trouble has been that they could
not get proper acconmnodation. Nurses sent
into the country by the Government have
left again on that account; and for the sameo
reason many nurses will not go into the
country.

Mr. FOLEY: Ia the ease of assisted hosk
pitals all fees collected go to the institu-
tion, and there is an arrangement as to
what portion, if any, of the fees the, doctor
may take. If an indigent case comes to an
assisted hospitnl the committee do not class
the patient as indigent, although in such
cirennmstances they would receive more money
fronm the Government for that patient's
treatment. The committee put him down
as a paying *patient. This refers
especially to hospitals in the muin-
ing districts. He is shown on the
hospital books as a paying patient although
hie maty not pay anything While receiving
treatment or for a eonsidjr-able time11 after-
ward s. in a mining community' there is
always a chance for a miat, to niake a, hit
of money pretty quickly; awi ' nine cases
out of te]] tile men who make money do
pay for their treatmient afterwards. All
goltifldl hospital1 commuittees look at the
mnatter in that light, and so they avoid
taking from the Government, in respect of
indigent patients, public mioney that other-
wise would be received byv the., If the
sumac systeni were adlopted 'At cotintrv dlis-

titte people there would very soon be
provided as they desire in the matter of
motor ambulances. If thvy obtained pmmy-
nment for hospital treatrent as I snggest,
they would soon be able! tO ut.ke thcir '1wa
arrangements as to nmnl'nirn'1ecs. I hope
that in the near future the Government will
reconsider the whole questioii of hospital
supervision, an4f that inspeetc-rs will bet
appointed to visit the various hospitals, not
with a view of criticising adversely unless
there is real occasion for it, but with the
intentionl of assisting the committees to
run their institutions better and more
economically than is now the case. Every
representative of ani outback district wilt.
confirm me in saying that little prejudices
creep in,' and that such prejudices need to
be broken down. Business people outback
are apt to think that they keep the whole
place going, and that they should get all
the tiade of the place. A good inspector
would frequently be able to show the hos-
pital committees where they could save
money by buying in better markets, either
locally or elsewhere. In my district store-
keepers, in return for a paym ouat Of Is. 6d.
per week, obtain hospital treatment for
themselves and their families, and there-
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fore cannot argue that they do more to
keep the hospitals going than is done by
the average worker in the district.

Mr. VIOXERIIG: The district I repre-
sent suffers very badly owing to the lack
of proper medical attention. The doctor
at Busselton has to cover a very wide dis-
trict extending from Capel to Augusta, a
distance of 60 miles. The only way to get
about is by motor, and the difficulty and
cost of bringing patients in is very great
indeed. Some of the country doctors are
not young enough to do the work, and some
are not altogether what we desire in the
way of medical men. Some doctors have
grown old iu tile service, and are not well
enough off to retire. The Government
shonid consider thle question of giving them
compensation and replacing them with
younger men. This is a matter of great
importance to the country, and inquiry
should be made into it. When speaking onl
the general debate, I drew attention to the
feet that thle IMedical Department had
promised to provide a sum for extra
accommodation in the maternity ward at
the Busselton hospital. The Minister, in
replying to the debate, made no conmment
on this point, and I would like to know
whether the Government this year can give
effect to the 'wishies. of the Medical Depart-
ment.

Item, Master, clerk, matroas, dtorekeeper,
nurses, orderlies, female attendants and
domestic staff, temporary labour, allow-
ances, etc., £E6,500:.

Mr. JONES: I take it this itern relates
to thle homes for old men and old women.
In connection with. all Government institu-
tions there is noticeable a growing tend-
ency to treat those who have to avail them-
selves of time institutions too much on the,
lines of the old British workhouse system.
Once a man or a woman finds it necessary
to seek refuge in what should be an asylum
for the declining days of life, he or she
seems to lose individuality and to become
known by a number. This tendency should
be checked. The leader of the Opposition
directed attention to the shocking state of
over crowding at the Old Men's Home. It
memnhers really desire to carry niut the
State's dnty to men who have spent the
best of their years in helping to build up
the resources of the State, they should
inhp~eet the institntion for themselves. This
wonld be much more impressive than a long
statement made in the House. When the
Government are considering the over-
crowded state of the institution would it
not be possible to introduce, inmstead of the
barracks, gaol or English workhouse -system
tbat exists in both the old men's and old
women's homes, the cottage system for old
couples? I anm satisfied it could be worked
mnch more cheaply than the present sys-
tern, and would give a fair deal to the old
couples who have not been sufficiently cun-
ning and dishonest to pile np a fortune to

enable them to live in luxury during their
declining years.

The Minister for Mines: You will not die
Poor.

Mr. JONES: r am going that way, but
association with the Minister will no doubt
teach mle many things I do not know at
present.

The Minister for Works : You do not
know what you are talking about.

Mr. JONES: It would be more lium11amie,
instead of separating couples as under the
old English workhouse system, to give themi
cottages.

Mr. Pickering: They are not doing it in
England now; they have alms houses.

M1r. JONES : The alms house is worse
than thle present system; the very name of
it is repulsive. I would not suggest that
thle people, who have made it possible for
uts-to live here, should have to go into almis
houses. These cottages are a right, not
almns, not charity, to the pioneers of the
State-mmi who went out and braved
limo hardships in the early days-a right
they have earned from the community
hhlnl, when the Minister for Works prepares
estimattes for additions to these institutions,
T believe hie will endleavour to provide a eye-
tent whlich will obviate thme necessity for
separating married couples.

Thme Minister for Works: I will build a
rei nforce for you to-morrow.

-Mr. JONES: If the M\inister built any-
thing for in, he wvould be in need of rein-
forceenen ts.

The Minister for Works: If T got you,
you would stay there.

The CHATIMAN: This is entirely be-
side the subject before the Committee.

Mr. JONES: The occupanits of these
homnes number 700, and though 90 per cent.
are eligible for the old age pension, only
240 are receiving it. The department should
look into this matter. Of the pension, 10s.
6d. is taken by the State for maintenance,
and the remaining 2s. is given to the indi-
vidual for pocket money. The Common-
wealIth Act makes it comnpulsory for an ap-
lilieflut for the pension to live outside for

Sxmonths after receiving it. This is a ridi-
culous position, and one which probably
enoud be overceone. It would pay the State
to augment the pension of an eligible la-
mnate for six months to enable him to live
outside during the summer and, if it became
ntecessary in wrinter, hie could seek the shelter
of the home, and the State would make a
profit.

The Minister for Mines: You would nob
suiggest making a profit out of the poor old
people?

'Mr. JONES: NO; my manin consideration
is4 to get for these men the 2s. a week which
they are entitled to and are 'not receiving
to-day.

[Tion. W, C. Anzwia: That is the faut of
the Commonwealth Government.

Mr. JONES: Yes, I am blaming the
Comin on -ealth. It is anl absurd provision
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in the Act; the department should endea-
vour to overcomeo it. For an old man who
has been a smuoker all his days, a weekly &I-
Jowance of one small plug of tobacco such
as I bold in my hand is hardly what 1, as a
heavy smoker, should like to look forward
to. This was given me by one of the old
]lilen.

Thle Minister for Mihnes: ft was a shoae
to take it; you are a profiteer.

Mr. JONES: I intend to exhibit it.
There is a certain amount of humour in
producing this stick of tobacco, but when
one considers that this is the weekly allow-
'ice of Jissa who probably have been heavy
smokers, it will be realised that a little more
consideration is due to them. If we can as-
sist them to get the 2s. a week, it will en-
able them to obtain a few of the little com-
forts which are their right. Under the will
of the late Mr. Padbury, a certain amount
was set aside for comforts, and this allevi-_
ates the position somewhat in regard to
tobacco, though not so far as I could wish.
The monster for Claremont (Mr. Duff) sug-
gested that portion of the bequest should be
utilised to build a kiosk in the grounds.
That would cut down the allowance of to-
bacco still further. I do miot know Whether
that was his intention. Though there is no
kiosk at the institution, profiteering is going
on inside the Old Men's Home. The Gov-
ei-menut permitted a returned solier to open
,a small dry canteen. He did not like the
position and sold it to a gentleman who
lives in 'Nedlanids, and for two hours a day
this gentleman goes there to sell little carm-
fo,-ts to the old men at very mauch enhanced
prices. I ame informed that he charges Is. a
dozen, fur matches which can be putchased
outside for 7d.; for cheese Is. 9d. a pound
when the same quality can be bought for Is.
61; and so on through the list. Thle dry
canteen is permitted by the Government, and
they should see that profit is not made out of
the old amen. A dry canteen is necessary,
and the department should establish one and
supply these articles to the old menl at cost
prices. Heaven knows their spending silver
is little dnough without allowing profiteer-
ing of this kind! The portion of the build-
ing most in need of alteration is the kitchen.
Like imost of the Government instituitions, the
kitchen is fitted up with two very small
ranges Which would not be big enough for
an ordinary family. There are big appli-
ances for steamning food, and all the meat
thle ininates get is steamed.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 ).ma.

Mr-. JONES: The dietary scale for 1917
for the home gives, as the nuthorised mecat
allowance per imate, i4ozs. including bone,'
or l0ozs, without bone. I. question wThe-
thor thlit allowance is really given to the
old mess. The dietary) scale further sets
out that roast beef or muitton should be sup-
plied oncee a week, if pr-acticable. T know
tha t at preseut it is not practiceble, but I

ask the Government to emdeavour to give
to the home the necessary appliances to en-
able the inmates to get a greater variety
of food. To be given steamed meat for
fiv'e days in the week, when all the nourish-
meant has been removed is not the best thing
for the old mnin.

Mr. Money: The best WILY Of cooking
meat is to steam it.

Mr. JONES: Hion, members who have
just had a repast of soup, fish and roast
meat are not in a position to appreciate
the effect of such a dietary scale. Onl Friday
the fish served to the irnates is invariably
tinned fish, notwithstanding that we have
large supplies of fresh fish in our Western
Australian waters. That is a matter which
the Minister could wvell take in hland. 1
think the rest of the diet at this institu-
tion, comlprising porridge, bread and butter,
and so forth, could also be varied for the
sake of the health and constitution of the
inmates. With regard to the amusement
provided, it is to be regretted that it was
ncessary to turn the old recreation room
into a bedroom. Scores of the old men now
have to crowd into a small vetasidabl spase,
which could not comnfortably accommodate
20. Proper anmusement should be provided
for the inmates of all our Government in-
stitutions. It frequently happens that most
of the amusement they have consists of per-
forniandos by eighth rate artists, to whom I
should be reluctant to have to listen. I
suggest that a State orchestra should be
formned for the amusement of the lumiates,
though not on the lines of the orchestra in

ewSouth Wales, which is chiefly reserved
for the 'snobocracy'' of that State.

The CHAIRMAN: There is nothing in
the Estimates about an orchestra. Will
the msember confine his remarks to the mat-
ter before the Chair?

-Mr. JONES: I am satisfied that a high
class concert in these institutions, particu-
larly in the gaols and State hospitals, would
be a wonderful benefit to those who so badly
need the cheering influence of amiusement
and the mental cure that music provides.

The Minister for Works: Would you have
classical music there?

Mr. JONES: Undoubtedly! A commit-
tee of musicians would he better able to
state the most suitable class of music to
be provided. I would not suggest Wagner
at the Mental Hospital. Pr-obably Beet-
hoven or Mozart would be better; some-
thing with a quiet movement. Modern
thinkers must take this matter seriously.

The Minister for Mines, Try them with
the bagpipes; if they stand themi they will
stand anything.

Mr. JONES: I hope that better accom-
moidation will be provided in future at this'
institution, and also better amusement and
more recreation for the iinnates to whom
this country owes more than it can ever re-
pay.

Mr. DUFF: The member for Fremantle
has referred to the part I played in the
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proposal to build the kiosk Ia Claremont.
I approached the Minister for Education,
who stated that the idea of building this
kiosk was a good one, and that ho would
be pleased to have it built, if possible. He
did not think it could be built out of the
Padhury bequest. I said if it was possible
to get it buit by the Government it would
be better to do so. The hon. member also
stated that the inmnates are given a stick
of tobacco, and showed us a sample of three
or four inches in length.

Honi. T. Walker. It was only, two inches
in length.

Mr. DUFF: 'There have been a few re-
marks made as to how the innintes of the
homnes should be treated in the matter of
comforts, more particularly at Christmas
time. Having read a letter that was ad-
dressed to the public by Miss M. U. H.
Padbury, a niece of the deceased gentleman,
I made inquiries of the trustees of the es-
tate to find out exactly what they were sub-
scribing. The testator directed that the
earnings of £30,000 should be spent on the
Old Men's Home. I ascertained that for
the 12 months ended August of this year
the trustees had expended £E1,100. Of that
amount 4,ZQ55lbs. of tobacco represented
£737. The difference of £363 was spent in
other 'comforts, such as picture shows, thea-
trical entertainments and, the like. The
"um represents only about 7d. per week per
inmate. I was sorry to see the letter ad-
dressed to the public by Miss Padhury, who
is endeavonring, if possible, to divert the
charity from the Old Men's Home. At
Obristinas time all the old meni look for-
ward to a, little entertainmcnt, and va one
who has subscribed annually, I think Miss
Padhuiry is not doing the right thing. As
to the orchestra-

The CHAIRMAN: We are not dealing
with the orchestra.

*The Minister for Mines: Yen can deal
with the Liedertafel.

Item, Commissioner of Public Health,
£ 1,020:

Mr. WILLOOCK: Complaints have been
made in reference to sonic men who were
at Itoebourne three months ago. They
wished to travel down thY coast, bot the
agent of the steamer would not issue
tickets until they had certificates from the
resident medical officer. In Perth the do-
partmont provides such medliqa] examina-
tion free. The resident miidical Officer at
ERoebourne recoives £650) per amnum, yet;
When those inca presented tlcn-selres for
examination he charged them a guinea each.
each.

Mr. Teesdale: It is a Federal fee.
Mr. WILLCOCK: No. The man who

charged this exorbitant fee is controlled by
the Coinmijsiuner of Public Heatlth. It is up1
to the department to either make a standing
charge or issue sonic ruling so that people
who have to travel will not he outrageously
robbed. I hope the Commissioner will give
consideration to this case. The officr con-

cerned should be asked for an explanation..
Also, I should like to know when we are.
to have the position of Principal Medi-
cal Officer filled. The Commissioner of Pub.
lie Health has quite sufficient to do in his.
own department without having to attempt
to fill the dual position.

Mr. TEESDAL.B: Reference has" beena
made to a medical officer in my constituency.
I have just come down from Darwin, and
at each of the 1orts along the coast I was.
charged a fee by the medical officer for in-
spection before being allowed aboard the
boat. I1 was assured that it was a Federal,
niatter, that the fees had to be remitted to
Meolbourne, and that it had nothing what-
ever to do with the State department.

Mr. JONES: According to the Estimates
it would[ seemn that the Commissioner of Pub--
lie Health has suffered a reduction from.
£1,067 to £1,020. This is the most im'-
portant position in the State, and it is being
particulary well filled by the present oec-
pant. In addition to his ordinary duties.
hie has had quarantine regulations to deal
with this year and I should not have been
at all surprised if an increase in salary had
been provided. Government after Govern-
meat seriously handicap the Commissioner
of Public 'flealth, who is responsible for the
health of the community. He is responsible
for the health of the citizens until they fall
ill, whereupon they are handed over to the
care of private doctors. No commissioner-
of public health can properly perform his.
duties unless the medical practitioners of
the State are public, servants instead of be-
ing forced by competition down to the level
of petty hucksterers. The care of the sick
and tim dispensing of medicines shouild int
be in the hands of men not responsible to
the Stafe. With the competition which ex-
ists; among medical practitioners, a medical
Man with a facility for making friends is.
the man who gets the biggest practice irres-
pective of his abilities as at doctor.

The Minister for Mines: What has it to
do with the Comimisaioner of Public Health!

Mr. JONVES: It handicaps him in fairly
by not affording him proper provision for
keeping the comminunity healthy. Let us give
him proper facilities to deal with the health
of the people. At present we are handicap.
pig him and not giving him a fair chance,
in fact 'we are spoiling a good man's efforts.

The CHAIRMAN: We arc not discussing
the policy of the department; wve arc discuss-
ingl tems.

Mr. -JONES: It is pert of our duty to,
see that the Commiissioner gets a fair show,
and we arn not giving it to him with pri-
vate enterprise controlling the health of the
peonle Of the State.

The Minister for Works: What do you
suggest!

Mr. JONES: I suggest that -every meodi-
cal iian in the State be made a puiblic ear-
Vant and that the State be divided into dis-
tricts.

The CHAIRMAN: I suggest that the
hon. meamier confine himself to th3 item.
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Mr. WILLOOCK: I have asked the Min-
ister for Mines several questions but I have
not received a reply. I want to know if it is
intended to fill the office of principal medi-
cal officer. I also asked a question about the
exorbitant charge made by medical officers
on the North-West coast. I submitted the
matter to the Federal authorities, but they
said it was a State ,natter as cte passen-
gers wore travelling from one State port
to another. These people on whose behalf
I made complaints were travelling from
Roebourne to Daerby and they were charged
-exorbitant fees by the medical officer at
Roebourne.

Mr. Tcesdale: I myself paid a guinea, 10s.
,6d. and 2s 6d.

Mr. WILLOOCK: What I want to know
from the Minister is whether there should
be a fixed rate. One of the advantages of
centralisation is that in the capital city it
is possible to get a certificate from a doctor
during the period of an epidemic for noth-
ing if one goes to a Government
officer, and if a private practitioner
is consulted the fee is 2s. 6d.
Immediately you go to a country doctor he
charges a guinea. There should ho a uniform
rate. The people have been shamelessly
robbed. There was supposed to be an out-
break of influenza on the North coast, and
the agent of the steamer at Roebourne would
not issue tickets to intending passengers un-
til they had been certified by the local health
officer as free from disease. No fewer than
13 people consulted this medical man, and
in the space of four minutes he collected
13 guineas from them, and without even put-
ting a thermometer ia their mouths.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am very
anxious to give all the information that is
available to me. With regard to the Corn-
inissioner 's salary, there has beens no reduc-
tion. It is £C1,020 per Ranm. Last year
hie received £47, being the balance of an
allowance made to him for special duties per-
formed in the previous year. It is not the
intention of the Government to separate the
position of principal medical officer fromn the
Commissioner of Public Health. Regard-
ing the other matter mentioned by the mem-
ber for Ceraldton, it is the first I have
heard of it. I em doubtful whether he
brought it under the notice of the depart-
menit.

Mr. Willeck: I brought it under the
notice of the under secretary.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I cannot
give the information the lion. member de-
sires.

Mr. Willeock: Will you represent the mat-
ter to the Minister?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have no
objection to doiiig that, to see whether he
can prevent what are after all unreasonable
charges which are frequently made by miedi-
cal practitioners. Of course it is not an easy
matter to get a practitioner to go to distant
parts of the State, and whcn they do go to
those places, the Government have to pay
them a retaining fee so that they may attend

to indigent cases. If we adopt any harsh
mleasures, we may find ourselves in a worse
position by reason of these medical officers
leaving those outback districts. At the same
time, the question of the imposition of uni-
form fees should receive attention, and I will
bring it under- the notice of the Minister.

IeClerks arid inspectors, £4,807:
Mr. DUFF: I desire to say a few words

about the inspectors who are employed in
this State. These officers in 1912 were
classified at a minimum salary of £Z204, to
be increased after the passing of three ex-
arninations, and stiff onmes, in health matters,
,neat inspection and sanitary science..- The
officers appealed against thd classification,
and the Commissioner of Health stated in
evidence that a competent inspector was
worth £300 per annumi. They wvere then
classified at £300. That was in 1912, hut
to-day the maximum paid to inspectors is
still £240. According to Knibbs, who has
been so often quoted, the cost of living tc-
day is 40 per cent, higher than it was before
the wvar. That means that the inspectors'
salaries would to-day be equivalent to £144
instead -of £,240, whereas if the position were
put the other way, they should be getting
£336 per annumn. The duties of these in-
spectors are many and varied, and they were
particularly heavy during the influenza epi-
demic. They are often called from their
hiomes at short notice and sent to country
districts. They have to travel in all kinds of
conveyances and under such conditions their
clothing is put to a severe test. Naturally
they find it difficult to get through on £240.

The Minister for Mines: They are getting
a rise this year and special bonuses.

Mr. DUFF: Up to date they have not re-
ceived these.

The Minister for Mines: I am telling you
that they have.

Mr. DUFF: These officers are also ob-
liged to work hundreds of hours overtime
and they never get paid for it, in spite of the
fact that Public Service Regulation 11 pro-
vides for additional payment for such over-
time.

The Minister for Mines: I tell you that
they have been given an increase.

Mr. DUFF: I am pleased to hear it. Mr.
Greenhill is recognised as one of the best
qualified inspectors in the 'Commonwealth,
and he has been drawing the' meagre salary
of £264, a paltry amount which is less than
many country inspectors and many sanitary
cart drivers receive. The chief inspector for
Perth city receives £450 per annurr, but he
left the service of the Health Department.
The inspectors for Boulder and Ralqoorlie
receive £286, and the Northam and Gerald-
ton inspectors £300. The Geraldton inspec-
tor also left the department. The Perth City
Council have raised the salaries of their in-
spectors by £12 per annum, and have re-
cently appointed a food inspector at a salary
of £234. This last-named officer also left
the State service. Inspector Berry during
nine months worked*069 hours, including 24
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Suindays and six Public Service holidays, and
also did 142 hours' travelling. Two other
inspectors put Jin about the same number of
hours. The G3overnmtent have not offered one
of those inspectors a penny overtime. In
1912 the classification of the inspectors was
raised to £300. They have important duties
to perform, and should not be kept on their
present paltry salaries.

The M[NfSTER FOR MINES: I have not
the slightest objection to raise to the fact
that the lion. memuber makes representations
on behalf of these inspectors, but it is fair
to tell him that certain officers of the Public
Service are paid overtime if they are called
upon01 to work overtime.

Mr. Duff: Thb clerks are paid overtime.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: It would

be impracticable to pay overtime to officers
wh -o are under no control regarding tours.

M~r. Duff: The influenza epidemic occa-
sioned a groat deal of overtime.

The MINISTER FORl MNES: True; but
a Government must handle these matters in
a proper way. We have a Public Service
Commissioner to attend to themn, -and upon
their being referred to him hie makes in-
quiries and then submits recommendations to
Cabinet. If the changed conditions as re-
gards these inspectors are to prove permnan-
ent, there will have to be a reclassification;
but I do not think the new conditions will
prove permianent.

Mr. Duff: These ment are doing liquor in-
spection as well.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They do
very little of that.

Mr. Duff: As a result, the Government
have saved one man in the work of liquor
inspection.

The M[ENISTER FOR MINES: As re-
gards overtime, the Government have
already on the Public Service Commis-
sioner's recommendation granted special
allowances of £50 to these officers who,
while net entitled to overtime, have had to
work extra hours.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The inspection of teeth
of school children is at present carried out
by medical men, who admittedly are not
qualified for dental work. I am assured by
dentists that some of the recommendations
made by doctors with respect to the teeth
of childiren are ridiculous. A dentist should
be appointed for this Work.

Mr. GREEN: The examination of teeth of
children is altogether neglected in this State.
The teetht of my children, while attending
State schools, were examined only once, and
the recommnendations. then mnale were not
carried ont. The present position supports
an idea, which is gaining ground, that the
number of dentists in this State is ltogether
insufficient for the work; and therefore I
hope that the Bill which the Government are
about to introduce with a view to increasing
the health service in this respect, will he
passed.

Vote Putt and Passed.

This completed the Estimates of the Pubo
lie Health Department.

Colonial Secretary'Is Departmenf, Ron. T.
P. Broun, Minister.

Postponed Vote-Lunacy and Inebriates,
£E70,100:

Hon. AV. C. ANG WIN (North-East Frc-
miantle) [8.23]:- It is not my desire to occupy
the time of the Conmmittee in discussing this
vote if the Colonial Secretary will give an
undertaking that we shall have, later, an op-
portunity of discussing the report of the sel-
ect committee w-hich inquired into the Hos-
pital for the Insane.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. T.
P. Broun-Beverley) [8.24] : I give lion.
members the assurance that they will have
ant opportunity of discussing the report of
that select committee, because I want hon.
members to read the report and evidence
and thea discuss the subject, so that I may
have an opportunity of getting the feeling
of thle Chamber on the subject.

Hen, P, COLLIER (Boulder) [8,25]: 1 do
net quite know what we ought to do in re-
gard to liuacy administration. I ami very
sceptical. as to any result being obtained froim
a discussion of the select committee's report.
The Minister's promise is that an oppor-
twiity will be given, before the session
closes, to consider that report; but omice the
li3stimnates for the department have beenL
passed, I know, fromn experience, that very
little satisfaction can be obtained as 'the re-
suit of any general discussion. My advice
to any members of this Committee who want
to discuss the gencral ninagemnent of the
Lunacy Department is to take advantage of
the opportunity which presents itself non'.

The Minister for Mines: We do not want
to discuss the matter generally twice.

Hon. P-. COLLIER: 'While the Estimates
arc before the Chamber, one has the oppor-
tunity of refusing to pass the items if the
policy of the Government is not satisfactory.
In Committee of Supply, the House has in-
fin itely greater power to impress upon the
Governument its views regarding such an in-
stitution as the Hospital for the Jasante,
than in the discussion of a select
committee 's report.

The Colonial Secretary: But we require
these amounts in any ease.

]Ion. P. COLLIER: Yes. But the Gout-
tnittec may think it advisable to divert
amounts from particular items. Personally
I am not disposed to agree to the passing,'
for instance?, of the salary of the Inspector
General of the Insane, until I hare some
idea. of the policy which the Government in-
tend to pnrTsuo regarding thme management of
the Claremont institution. Before I am called
upon to vote for that item, I should like
toy know whether the Government intend to
adoupt the recoummendation of the select comn-
m~ittee that a hoard of control should be ap-
liointed to take the place of the system of
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control obtaining at the present time. We
know very well that if the Minister in charge
,)f the department had had-his way, there
would have been no inquiry at all into the
instituation. He strenuously resisted the ap-
pointmient of the select committee, even to
the exctent of arming himself with bulky vol-
uimes of medical authorities in order to quote
to the House the effect which certain medi-
clues would have upon patients when admin-
istered in a certain way. Having regard to
the fact that the select committee weri ap-
pointed by a vote of this House in defiance
of the Government, as the result of a divi-
sion in which every Minister opposed that
appointment, I amt not very optimistic as to
the attitude which wilt be adopted
by the Government towards the report
niow that it has been presented. The
Mfinister objected to the inquiry. H-e
hold there was no ground for complaint or
inquiry, but a perusal of the report and
sonic of the evidence reveals a condition of
things with regard to the management of
this institution which is a disgrace to this
country and :a shocking reflection on the
officials responsible for it. There can be
no question about that. The report is
couched in mild language quite befitting a
body of men entrusted with the responsi-
bility of reporting upon the important
questions delegated to the committee. But
it is an outstanding fact that the manage-
niont of this institution has been in a state
of chaos for some time. There has been
practically no management at alt, and this
as been due to the fact that the officer in
charge, the Inspector General ' of the In-
sane, is entirely unsuited and unfitted for
his position, It is one of those appoint-
ments which should never have been made.
The Government,' throughout the public
service, have refrained during the
war period from making permanent ap-
pointments, for the reason that it would not
be fair to the large number of public ser-
vants who were at the war if places were
filled permanently and they were thus de-
nied a possible opportunity to secure pro-
motion to which they might be entitled. I
know of no section of the community from
whomn a greater number proportionately
were drawn for war service than the medi-
cal profession. This State was stripped of
the services of medical men to a greater
extent than those belonging to any other
class and, while scores of our medical men
were ait the war, this position was filled
almost imm edilately it became vacant. The
officer now holding the position was ap-
pointed permanently, and in a surreptitious,
underhand manner. An important post,
which carries with it the management of
an institution of 700 of our most helpless
people and the highest salary paid to any
medical officer in this State, a salary even
higher than that paid to the Principal
M ,edical Officer, such a post, I say, was
filled without the public knowing anything
about it. Thle position was not advertised

either in this State or in any other State,
and it was not known to anyone that the
position had been filled until a notifleation
appeared in the daily Press. When an ap-
pointment is made in an underhand nianner
such as I have described, satisfaction can-
not ho obtained. The whole of the evidence
placed before the select comnitee demnon-
strates on every hand that there has been
no proper management of the iaftitution.
It demonstrates that the officer in charge
is not fit for the post and never will be fit
or capable of providing effective manage-
meat. He has shown over andi over a gain
that he is of anl autocratic, 0omltacering
disposition, quite the opposite to that which
should he possessed by a mian inl charge of
an institotion such as the Hospital far the
Insane. We have instances innumerable
throughout the report which amply show
that Dr. Anderson is not the man for this
post. The inmates were isolated during rho
influenza outbreak, and I believe tbst was
quite the right thiiig to (10. It would have
been altogether too great a risk to hare
allowed the attendants to mix freely with
the outside public and so possibly carry
the disease to the unfortunate inmates of
the institution. But even a regulation of
that ki'td, one would have expected would
have been administered with judgment and
not in the high-banded autocratic manner
adopted by the Inspector General. Would
anyone attempt to justify the action of Dr.
Anderson in refusing, under special circumi-
stances,' leave to one of the attendants, a
returned soldier, whose wife was about to
undergo a serious operation. Re asked for
leave to see her before the operation was
perfornmed. I believe he offered to remai 'n
in isolation during the necessary period to
ensure that he was free from infection be-
fore ho returned to his duties. A verbal
application was made and it was refused.
A couirteous letter was written again re-
questing permission to go out to see his
wife, and yet a reasonable request of that
kind was denied by this office~r. Surely Dr.
Anderson could have done without the ser-
vices of that attendant for the three to five
days necessary to ensure that he had not
contracted the disease while out. Any man
with any feelings of humanity or with
common seuse, reason, discretion or judg-
mient would not- have refused a request

like that. I consider that a man, who,
would refuse a request of this kind, is not
fit to be in charge of a party of black-
fellows, let alone such an institution as the
Hospital for the Insane. It is an extraord-
iary thing, too, that the Inspector General
seems to have come into conflict with most
of the returned soldiers on the staff of the
institution, or at least this high-handed
manner was displayed to returned soldiers
in particular. The ease I have just men-
tioned, that of attendant Edwards, was one
of a returned soldier. There was another
ease of a returned soldier who asked for
special leave to attend a case in the divorce

1583



1584 [ASSEMBLY.)

court. That was another instance -where
Dr. Anderson adopted the same high-
lheanded, autocratic manner and refused
leave. When a number of the attendants
were dismissed because they broke isola-
tion, the Inspector General not only die-
missed 16 or 17 of them but, whether
through the instrumentality of the Inspec-
tor General or sonic other officials of the
public service, I know not, certain it is
they were not satisfied with dismissing
these nien but pursned them outside wher-
ever they endeavoured to secure employ-
ment. They were victimnised and pursued
and dismissed, or prevented from obtaining
employment. Jn the regulations of the Police
Department it is impressed upon all members
of the force most strongly that, when a man
is dischiarged from prison, hie must not be
pursued by the police or be pointed dut or
madte kniown to anyone who migfit employ
him.

Non. T. Walker: They do it, nevertheless.
lion. P. COLLIER: I believe they do it.
Nion. T. Walker: I know of eases.
Mr. Jlones: The same spirit as was dis-

played by the Inspector General.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, but it is one of

the regulations of the force that this shall
not be done. Yet we find honest inen with
long years of service who, having had a dis-
agreemnt %cith the Inispector General are dis-
missed. These men are to be starved and not
permitted to obtain employment if this auto-
crat or those associated with him can help
it. Right through the piece, we find the
make-up, the mental equipment, the tempera-
mecnt of the nian in charge of the institution
demonstrated inl this way. He should have
been in charge of ant institution in Russia
during the days. of the Czar, or should have
heen one of the attendants or even the chief
of staff to the Kaiser. He would have been
more fitted for this than for the chief office
in the Claremont institution. Take the case
of attendant McGowan, who was 12 years in
the service of the institution: hie was given
leave because of ill-health. He was supposed
to bo afftted with tuberculosis; he went to
the Wooreloo sanatorium and obtained a cer-
tificate from the doctor in charge of the
sanatorium that he was entirely free from the
disease. Notwithstanding that, and without
being given any opportunity by the Inspector
General to prove that he had been cured, he
was given notice terminating his service. He
was not examined by any doctor connected
with the institution or on behalf of the in-
stitution. He was dismissed without an op-
portunity to defend himself or to present his
case. This is another instance, and all of
thiese instances are in keeping with the gen-
eral attitude of this officer. McGowan was
unfortunate enough to become afficted with
tuberculosis. He was fortunate enough to be
cured, and notwithstanding that he had been
12 years in the service without a mark against'
him, he was turned out ito the world without
any opportunity to earn his living, just be-
cause the Inspector General might have had
a liver or might have been drunk or without

any reason whatever. Is that the hind of
man the Minister stands for? Apparently
these things have been done under the juris-
diction of the Minister, and with the knew-
ledge of the Minister too.

lHon. T. Wa 'lker: This was brought under
the Minister 's notice.

lHon, P. COLLIER: The Minister endorses
all these things which the select committee
have condemned, In every instance where
the select committec disapproved of the ac-
tien of tme Inspector General, after full and
exhaustive iniquliry and after examining 50 or
60 witnesses, everyone of these thins I say,
was approved by time Minister before the
select comnmittee were appointed. But if the
House had not been wise enough to override
the Minister's wishes in the matter, these in-
justices would have continued un redressed and
others would have been perpetrated as a re-
sult of the freedomn of the Inspector General
from punishment for his past actions. The
Minister has endorsed these things. If we
pass the Estimates he will, pursuing the same
policy, be prepared to endorse, and support
similar atrocious actions on the part of the
autocratic Inspector General.- Thiere is an-
other ease of a returned soldier. It is re-
markable that nearly all these instances re-
late to returned soldiers. This man went to
the war and had his arm dam aged. He was
discharged as cured from the Base hospital.
He declares that his arum now is better than
it was when lie first went to Whitby Falls,
but lie iias dismissed by the Inspector Co4.n-
eral and turned out upon the world, presum-
ably because he was not fit to do duty.
Apparently there is to be no consideration
shown for returned soldiers by the officials of
this institution. Generally the Government
service and private empiloyers nre sympathetic
towards returned soldiers if they are found
to be not quite so efficient as a result of their
war services.

The Minister for Works: What was the
matter with this man?

Hon. P. COLLIER: He was shot in the
arm.* According to the report of the select
committee ha was more fit for his duty than
when he was employed there before. If he
was able to use only one arm, it is not for
the Govern ment to turn a returned soldier
out to look for other employment. -If a nian
was employed by the Government prior to
the war-

Ron. W. C. Angwin: He was not em-
ployed prier to the war.

Eon. P. COLLIER: Then if Government
institutions cannot find employment for re-
turned soldiers, it is not likely that private
employers will be able to do so when the man
Would be required to render services to enable
his um ployer to conmpete with other employers.

Tme -Minister for Works: He might be all
right for another avocation but lie was not
fit for this

Mr. Jones: He has done two and a half
years' service since his arm was hurt.

Tron. P. COLLIER: There are other parts
of the institution where he could be employed,
even if lie did not possess physical fitness.
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Hon. WV. C. Angwia: He aid his wim was
better when be was dismissed that when he
went there two and a half years ago.

The Minister for Works: I thought he was
attending on patients and would be physically
unfit for that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There are patients and
patients in the institution, It is a peculiar
thing that returned soldiers were concerned
in most of the conflicts with the Inspector
General. No consideration seems to have
been extended to them in recognition of their
War services. The select committee found
that the fire appliances-one of the most im-
1portent things in an institution of this kind,
for we could imagine what would happen if
a fire went raging through those buildings-
were to a great extent out of order. No fire
drill had been done, and it appeared that the
question had received no consideration what-
e' er.

Mr. Davies: That is very serious.
Hon. P. COLLIER: It is one of the most

serious indictments in the report, that there
are no proper appliances in the institution
for coping with an outbreak of fire.

The Minister 'for Works: I thought Mir.
Lapsley went there every year.

Mr. Brown: He has not been there since
the institution was built.

Hon. P. COLuLIERt: That is not Mr. Laps-
ley's fault. No doubt he would go there
to-morrow is he were asked to do so. This
is the fault of the management in not in-
viting binm to inspect and report on the
appliances. It would be a calamity if a
fire started in the place. Very little atten-
tion has been given to the alarms for the
calling of attendants. It is no wonder that
in many cases attendants are injured by
violent patients when the alarms are in such
a condition that they cannot be used for
calling assistance at the earliest possible
moment. In every aspect of the manage-
nment of this institution we find laxity, chos,
and indifference. There is a lack of proper
supervision from beginning to end.

Mr. Davies: Was the institution under-
mannedI

Hion. P. COLLIER:*Tt was reported to be
undermanned. The Committee report that
in the hospital ward at night, where 'patients
are more or less violent, they are put into
straight-jackets for a longer period than
would be necessary but for the lack of suffi-
cient staff. Sergeant 0O'Meara, the second
Western Australian to win the Victoria
Cross, is unfortunately, an inmate. in this
institution. Although he is well enough to
be free from about 4 o 'clock in the after-
noon until 8 o'dlock in the evening he is
then placed in a straight-jacket, and re-
mains in that condition until 11 o'clock the
next morning. It is a shocking thing for us
to think that men are subjected to this treat-
ment because of the lack of attendants. It
is probable that there are also other cases
of this kind in the institution. I do not know
if the Inspector General has represented to
thc Minister that he is short of staff. If he
has not done so he is responsible for this

state of affairs, but if he has done so the
Minister is responsible. No matter how great
our deficit may be we cannot allow the repu-
tation of the State to suffer by permitting
an institution of this kind to be
undermanned merely on the score of economy.
The report of the Committee deals also with
the much discussed question of croton oil.
The Minister spread himself a few nights
ago on this subject, and displayed his auth-
orities to convince bon. members that croton
oil was more or less a harmless medicine.

The Colonial Secretary: I did nothing of
the kind.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Then what was the
object of the Minister in quoting these auth-
orities9

The Colonial Seretary: It has been given
in evidence by medical men that this is
used in every institution.

Hion. P. COLLIEBt The Committee do not
object to that, but they report that, accord-
ing to the evidence of the storekeeper, eroton
oil was used to a greater extent than was
admitted by the Inspector General. It is
said that, on the average, croton oil has
been given on 15e days per annum. for the
past five years.

The Minister for Works: That is not very
much considering that there are over 1,100
eases in the institution.

Hon. P. COLLIER: How does the Minis-
ter know whether this is often or not? I
offer no opinion on the subject, but what
flops the Minister know about it?

The Minister for Works: It does not seem
much to me.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It would not seem
much to a an who had no knowledge of the
subject. The Minister has the temerity to
offer an opinion on a matter on which pro-
fessors of medicine differ. Apparently, too,
croton oil has been administered by the at-
tend ants.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The doctor said he
scarc~ely ever administered it.

lion. P. COLLIER: The doctor denied
that it had often been administered for the
simple reason that he had not administered
much of it himself. It is apparent, there-
fore, that the attendants of their own voli-
tion administered this oil.

Ron. W C. Angwin: Someone must have
done it.

)Eon. P. COLLIER: They would not have
got it from the storekeeper unless they hadintended to aee it. This is another ease in-
dicative of the lax management and control
of the institution. One would have thought
that a regulation would have been issued by
the Inspector General, seeing that this medi-
cine was not supposed to be given unless
under his instructions, or those of the other
medical officers of the institution. Appar-
ently lie does not care, and the attendants
can get what supplies they like and adminis-
ter them. There is a lack of variety in the
matter of food supplies, a greater lack of
variety than I have ever heard of. It is no
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wonder that there are very few recoveries
in the institution.

Ur. Davies: All institutions are the same
in that respect.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Not necessarily. In
any institution in which there is a large num-
ber of inmates there must be a lack of
variety in comparison with what would be
obtainable outside, but there are degrees of
Jack of varieties. There could be umv
measure of variation, but apparently there
has been no attempt to give any. The Com-
mittee report-

Your Committee is of opinion that a
greater variety of food might with advan-
tage be supplied to the patients. *Bread

and butter and bread and jam. for break-
fast and tea every day in the year is not
the best for the patients and should be
varied.

Per 365 days in the year I unuderstand that
the diet for breakfast and tea is either
bread and butter or bread and jam.

Hon. W. C. Augwin:. And Porridge twie
a week.

Hon. P. COLLIER:- The diet could be
varied if the patients were only given bread
aad dripping, or bread and treacle. How
would we like to be given biead and jam
or bread and hatter twice a day, morning
and evening, for a fortnigotl

The Minister for Works: I have seen the
time when I was glad of it,.

The Colonial Secretary: There. are thou-
sands of people who eat nothing else every
day for breakfast anti do that all the year
round.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have n~ot met many
of them.

The Colonial Secretary: I have.
He6n. P. COLLIER: If that is the diet in

Beverley I do not wonder that the hon.
member is representing it in this House.

The Colonial Secretary:, You have had
it many a time yourself.

Hon. P. COLLIER;. Yea, and I have been
glad to got it, but not as often as that.

The Colonial Secretary: Even when you
were able to get it?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. I usually have
nothing else for breakfast but bread and
butter.

The Colonial Secretary: Then why com-
plain?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I tlo not have it
twice a day for 365 days in thu year.

The Colonial Secretary: But the patients
are not working.

Hon, P. Collier: That dlees not matter.
One's taste for food is not governed by
one's occupation.

The Colonial Secretary: I am aware of
that.

IMr. CHAIRMAN: Orderl Hon. members
must keep order.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If I were working
and could get nothing else I would relish,
bread and butter more than if T were doing
nothing. I would have a healthy appetite.
A hungry man does not complain. much

about his food. When I am doing nothing
I want more delicacies th-in when I- am
working.

The Colonial Secretary: Quite the eon-
traryl

Hon. P. COLLIER: T* Government
should be able to provide a greater variety
of food than is disclosed by tho report of
the Select Comumittee. Dr. Bitminian, in
his evidence, suggests that the institution
is more like a prison thi, a hospital and
run oil regulation prison lines.

Ron. T, Walker:. Once y7ou get in you
never get out.

Hen. P. COLLIER: Thle Committee
found, what I have often su.,pected, that
the medical officers of the institution do
not give enough of their time to the pa-
tients. It has been reported to me on several
occasions that once a person gets into thle
institution he Avill remain there for the rest
of his life. Little attention is paid to the
patients, and they arc not exrmiaed indi-
vidually for months at a time. How can a
doctor know how the patients are progress-
ing, or what possibility there is of their
recovery, if he does not conduct a personal
examination at periodical intervals?

The Colonial Scretary: There is no oc-
casion to examine a. patient for insanity. In
visible eases the insanity can 'be detected
without examination.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Th ere are miany
cases of insanity which cannot readily be
detected, and it is easy for a layman. to
he deceived by them.

The Colonial Secretary: Quite so!

Hen. P. COLLIER: It is only the trained
man who can detect signs of iiusanity. We
know that persons are admitted to the insti-
tution in varying degrees of mental alfflic-
tion. Some are only slightly affected, and
manl'y of these after a few months are cured.
I know of many persons who have been
permanently eured after being in the insti-
tution for only a short time. These are the
people whlo require attention. If a person
who is net seriously affettad gets into the
institution, and is threwn amongst the
general crowd and becomes lost there, his
chances of recovery are very mutch preju-
diced. This must be so, especially when the
institution to the. patients is wholly inade-
it is. The report states that not more than
one and a half hours to two hours a day
arc given by the doctors to the inmates.
What are they doing the rest of the time?
They reside on the premises, but appar-
ently they are attending to the routine
management of the institution. That ought
net to be in ain institution like that where
there are at least three medical officers.
Surely they ought to be able to devote more
.than that amount of time to the patients.
The time that is given by tlhe doctors of the
institution to the patients is wholly inade-
quate,. I am not surprised that that, is so.
I am not exaggerating when I say that the
car which belongs to thle institution can he
seen with the Inspector General ait all times
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diuring the week careering arouua~ town, It
will oven. be seen going to race ietings.

The Colonial Secretary. The Inspector
General very seldom attends race meetings.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have seen bin' myself
at a race ineeting at Northain. There were
two of the doctors of thle institution there.

The Colonial Secretary: Probably they
went there on official business.

lion. P. COLLIER: And probably they
went there to examine sante of the punters
'There wold( be need for a periodical ex-
Lamnination of the inea who go to race meet-
ings. inl the hope of taking down the book-
miakers. If the abject of the institution was
-to) gather in as inany as it possibly could, I
know of no one better than the doctors to
act as recruiting officers, and' I know of no
bctter- place for those doctors to visit than
the racecourse. WVe are not surprised when
the report of the select committee tells us
that only 11/_. or twoe hours are given daily
to the patients by the mn'edical men, and we
are not surprised to learn a little further
on how law the percentage of recoveries is.
I ask lion. mnembers to read the table which
appears in the report of the select commit-
tee. Nothing could be more eloquent thant
the figures given in that table, of the totally
inefficient mnafgemient of the institution.
rrhec report states-' Your committee desires
to draw attention to the percentage of re-
coveries 'to admissions at the Claremont i-
stituttion during the past 17 years."1 And
then follow's the table of percentages. I have
read something about the percentage of re-
coveries in thle hospitals for the insane in
-dififerent parts of the world and authorities
writing onl the subject draw attention to the
remarkable fact that in practically every
country where the institutions are efficiently
-managed the percentage of recoveries is
about the samte. We find that at Claremont
in the year 1902 the percentage of recover-
ies wias 51. It dropped in 1912 to 40 per
cnt., but it never fell below 27. Ia 1913
it was .33, i 1914 it 'was 40, in 1915 it was
44, in 1916 it 'was 33, and in 1917 23, the
lowest in the history of the institution until
1918, when it dropped to 15. It fell f-romn
51 per cent. in 1902 to 15 per cent, in 1918.
When the committee tasked the inspeictor

Genecral how he accounted for this big drop,
he replied that he could not account for it,
ecxcept that the patients had not recovered.
Ile could give no reason at all for that great
fall.

The Minister for Mines: Except that they
,did not recover.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I wonder whether the
committee felt any, wiser when they got
'that answer. I venture to supply the reason
'which the Inspector General refrained from
giving. Coincident with this great fall is
the date of' the appointment of Dr. Anderson
as Ttispector General. He was appointed in
1917, before which time the late Dr. Mont-
gomery was ia charge for many years.

The Colonial Secretary: Tie was appointed
in 2916.

[59)

Hon. P. COLL[ER: His baneful influnce
had not timea to operate onl the figures for
1916, but the effect of it is shown in the
figures for 19.17. Homw canl the Inspector
General be absolved from responsibility? We
find that immediately he assumed control of
the institution the percentages of recoveries
began to drop. The year J17 shows a de-
crease to 23, the lowest in the history of the
hospital, and inl 1918 the figures further fall
to the astounding total of 15.

The Colonial Secretary: They vary simni-
larly in the Eastern States. If the heon.
member goes back hie will find that ia 1903
the percentage was 29.

Ion. P. COLLIER: Yes, anrd inl 1907 and
1908 the figures were 28, and those are the
only years in which the figures fell below
30.

Mr. Davies: The war may have had seine-
thing to do with the drop.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know that
that would he so, although I believe the peo-
ple wvere somewhat mentally affectedo during
the war period, especially when I look across
the floor of the House and see the big major-
ity there.

li-on. W. C, Angwin: I asked Dr. Ander-
son whether lie thought th 'e war had any-
thing to do with the figures, and he said it
might have had something to do with them.

Hon. P. COLLiER: It would be an ex-
traordinary thing if the war affected the
position to thle extent shown inl the figures.
-I shall be glad if the Minister will show me
that there has been a similar decline in any
of the other States. I am not going to say
that the Inspector General is wholly respon-
sible; T believe that the overcrowding at the
institution plays a considerable part. If anl
institution of this kind is overcrowded, it
must be agreed that there are not the same
possihilties of recovery as there would be in
an institution where there was more space.

Mr, Pickering: That is not the Inspector
General's fault.

flon. P. CO)LLIER: No. I know that the
Inspector General and his staff have been
asking for additional accommodation for
years past and that it has been denied to
them, but having regard to the general nmnn-
agement, or the want of management dis-
played by the 'Inspector General, he must be
responsible to some degree for the falling
off in the number of persons who have recov-
ered. I do not feel disposed to vote for the
money set down on these Estimates until we
have some idea of what the Government pro-
pose to do, Tbc Estimates should be further
postponed until the discussion has taken
place onl the select committee's report. The
Minister has told us that he will at that
stage be in a position to announce the
policy of the Government with regard to the
rnoonimendca tiorts made by the committee.
We will then be in a better position to de-
cide what ought to be done. But I knew
that when the Estimates are through, that
will be the end of it so far as the House is
concerned, though the Minister, of course,

1587



1588 [ASSEMBLY.j

will still be responsible to Parliament. The
matter, however, is too serious to be permit-
ted to pass lightly. I understand that the
autocratic Inspector General Compels attend-
ants to salute him as they pass him. Here
we have a touch of militarism creeping into
the ijmtitution. -We know that is one of the
things more than anything else which got
the Australian soldier into trouble-liis
utter dislike of saluting officers on meetin~g
them in the street. If in civil life attend-
ants at a hospital for the insane are ex-
peted to salute the superior officer, it is a
monstrous practice to exp~ect then, to have
to perform. Where wvill it endll We shall
find the Minister on arriving at his office in
the morning being saluted by the permanent
head, and the permanent head being saluted
by the: chief clerk and the chief clerk being
saluted by the assistant chief clerk, and so
on right down until we have the whole army
of officials saluting each other from the
office boy upwards.

HOD. W. C. Angwin: One charge attend-
ant down there would Dot allow the staff to
approach him unless they had their hats on.

HOD. P. COLLIER: I suppose we may
expect to see the inmates going about the
grounds saluting each other all day long.
It might be a harmless way of passing the
time. At Day rate it is the kind of thing
that might be expected to take place amongst
the inmnates, but not amongst the officials
charged with the administration of the in-
stitution. I1 will not say any more jnst now.
The Minister can make any further exrlamna-
tion he likes before the Estimates go through
as to the policy of the Government. I have
net much Confidence in him, and I do net
consider that he will do anything because he
has maintained] that everything is all right.'
We see, however, that the appointment of
the select Committee is one of the best things
this House has done this session. It demon-
strates the fact that in connection with in-
stitutions like the Hospital for the Insane
and the Old Men's Home, where the manage-
ment is vested entirely in one or two offi-
cials, it is absurd to expect the Minister to
know everything that is going on.*The Colonial Secretary: The visiting
committee shduld report to the Minister.

Hon. P. COLLIER : Tf they did their
work efficiently they would. The Minister
cannot go down there every mnonth to in-
spect the place for himself, and even if he
did, he would be able to learn but very little.
It would be a good thing if the House were
to institute inquiries by select committee
upon institniens of this kind every year. We
have in the report of the select committee
information wvhich we could not otherwise
obtain, informtion which should result in
improved conditions at the institution.

[Mr. Munsie took the Chair.]

HiOn. IV. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [9.101: The report of the select Comn-
inittee is a unanimious one. The committee
are dissatisfied with the condition of things

at tme asylum. There is very little admin-
istration down there. The whole of the ad-
ministration is in the hands of the Inspector
General and of the superintendent, yet most
of the time of the Inspector General is taken
up in visiting Whitby and other similar
places and attending at the law courts, with
the result that lie has very little time to give
to the administration of the institution. The
select committee have endeavoured to put
the true facts before lion. members. It was
learned that from 1 to 2 hours daily repre-
sents the whole of the time given to the pat-
iouts. Indeed that is a conservative estimate.
Wfill heon, members be content to continue
the payment to medical officers ostensibly
to look after the Hospital for the Insane bint
actually to do little more than offie work!
Notwithstanding that an office staff is pro-
vided, the greater part of the tim~e of medi-
Cal officers is spent in the office. The pat-
ients are rarely examined. Patients have
even been lost. The visiting committee visits
thme institution quarterly and reports to the
Minister on the condition of things down
there. One of the reports thus made con-
tains this illuminating piece of evidence-

We examined the books and found thenm
made uip to the date of our visit. On going
through the ease book, on page 187,
Chronic male case book, w-e found no fewer
thau 10 entries appearing regarding No.
958-

That being the number of a patient. The
report Continues-

-in the register from 25/2/10 extending
to 17/9/10, such as ''much the same"; -
''no improvemnent"~; ''quiet and or-
derly.''I

Then the question was asked of the witness,
''Does that mealn that the doctor would en-
ter those statements in the case book?'' The
answer given was, ''Yes.'' The visiting
committee 's report continues-

The patient died on the 23/10/1909. This
indicates at least in this ease, and possibly
in others, the patient has got lost.

It meanis that the doctor had been writing up
that the patient had not improved, that he
was ''quiet and orderly,' and ' 'much the
same,'' for six years after Iis death.

The Minister for Mines: Well, I suppose
hie was quiet and orderly.

Hon. IV. C. ANOWIN: The excuse given
was that this mian happened to be a China-
'nan, and that they mixed him up with an-
other OChinanman.

The Colonial Sdcertary: It is quite pro-
bable.

H-OD. W. C. ANOWVIN: But it should not
be. Even if lie. was a Chinaman, they
should know whether the patient was alive or
dlead. Yet this was going on for six years,
this entering in the ease book the daily con-
dition of a man dead for years!I We thought
it was necessary to make further inquiries
as to whether the patients are ever exam-
ined by the doctor. It is the unanimous
opinion of the select conmmittee that unless
a patient is taken into the hospital ward,
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or uinless hie himself bails up the doctor, he
is rarely taken notice of.

Mr. 0 'Loghien: That is a very serious
etatemnent.

lien. W. C. AN OWEN: The doctor leaves
his office at 10.80, attends the hospital ward
in which there are 40 patients, looks
over them, goes through the whole institu-
tion to see that everything is in proper or-
der, goes through all the yards and coutts,
interviews several hundred patients, and is
back in his office by half-past 12 or I. o'clock.
That is the position as we have learnt it
from the evidence. To a large extent it
ns borno out by Dr. Bentley himself. The

Inspector Genueral is away most of his time
attending to the other institutions, and the
superintendent is left in charge of the ad-
mninistration, which mneans dual control be-
tween hint and Dr-. Anderson. After perus-
ing the 'English Act, the select committee
caie to the conclusion that it would be far
better if a board were given complete con-
trol of the institution.

The Colonial Secretary: The duties of the
board in thme Old Country are entirely diffdr-
eat front what they would be at this institu-
tion.

Hon. W. C. ANG WIN: There may be
points of difference;, but, no matter who
the Minister may be, it is impossible for
hin to knrow what is taking place there.

The Colonial Secretary : What are we
panying tile visiting committee for?

lien. WV. C. ANGWrN: The visiting corn-
arittee go there for two days once every
three months.

The Colonial Secretary: Dr. Birmingham
goes for three days.

Hoen. W. C. ANGWVIN: They walk
through the institution nn. the first day and
see that things are in order. On the next
-day they attend to receive patients who
may wish to interview them. They have
nothing whatever to do with tire adurinis-
tration. They nnly see to it that the place
is clen, and grant interviews to patients
who may desire it. As I have said, it was
the visiting committee who first discovered
-the extraordinary entries I have read out
from the case book. In consequence of tbat
discovery they have ordered a new card
system, instead of the book, and have tihus
secured a better cheek. The select com-
mittee decided that an entirely new system
of management should be introduced, more
particularly since the Government have
decided upon a new institution, entirely
apart from Claremont. In England the
work of inspection is performed by boards
of conmmissioners numbering 17 each, 11 of
the 17 being professib~nal mna. Every
-county has a hospital for insane, and some
counties have more than one. Large
-boroughs have hospitals of their own. Ia
addition, there is a mental ward in connec-
tion with the various workhouses, which
are controlled by boards of guardians.
Patients arc placed in these mental wards
-before they are Sent to hospitals for the

insane, The boards of commissioners have
full control, under theo Secretary of State,
of all inental defeetives. I may say that in
England the use of the word ''lunatic'' is
being discurded. The Act of 1913 invari-
ably speaks of '"mental defeetives."' In
England the board of control is appointed
by the county council or the local
authority, with visitors fronm the board of
guardians. A small committee of mnage-
ineat is chosen, and the whole system is
under tire control of coinissioners ap-
pointed by the Secretary of State.

The Colonial Secretary : Those are all
smua]l institutions, though; one for each
county and borough.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN :The Colonial
Secretary is making a mistake. Many of
the English and Scottish county hospitals
have as tmnny attendants and as ninny
piaticnts as there arc in the Claremont in-
stitution. We have had evidence on that
point from a in who was formnerly attend-
anlt in a Scottish hospital for insane. How-
ever, the Select comm111ittee realise that the
-English system could not apply in its en-
tirety to this State. The select committee's%
report reoiittnionds a board of mianagement
consisting of two medical wen, a practising
barrister or solicitor, and two lay memibers,
one of whom should be a woman. Then,
instead of everything being, as now, under
the control of one man, the control would
he in the hands of a hoard of five, who in
torn would be controlled by the Minister.

Mr. Hudson: Would you dispense with
the visiting eommnittee?

flon. 'W. C. ANGWIN: Yes. There would
then be no need for visitors.

The Colonial Secretary: But even then
you would require a head for the institu-
tioni.

1-on. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes.
The Colonial Secretary: Just; the same as

now.
lion. W. C. ANOWIN: Not Just the same.

In Erngland there are no inspectors
general.

The Colonial Secretary: Would the me-
bers of the board of control be visiting the
institution continually, or would they be
always there9

lIoo. W. C. ANGWIN: They would not
be there all the time. They could not be
expected to give their whole time to the
institution. They would be a board of
manmagemnent, meeting weekly, or as often
as they might decide to be necessary. They
would control the Claremont institution in
the same way ais the Perth Public Hospital
is controlled to-day by a beard. I believe
that under such conditions more people
would be cured of mental disorder than are
being cured at present. In the medical
fraternity there is no other competition so
keen as that between physicians controlling
hospitals for the insane. We have an illus-
tration of 'that in the fact that the Cltmre-
moat doctors strive to obtain better per-
centages Of recoveries than are secured in
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the Eastern States. The position of
Inspector General would be done away with
entirely. A medical superintendent would
be appointed for the Claremont hospital in
the same way as for the Perth Publie
Hospital. That officer would have to report
to the board. Under present conditions the
friends of an inmate at the Claremont in-
stitution, visiting him week after week and
month after month, may consider that ha
is fit to. be discharged, and they may lay
their ease before the visiting rommittee;,
but the visiting committee can only
discuss the matter with the Inspector Gen-
eral. If the Inspector General is willing to
let the patients out, the patient goes out:
but not otherwise. The visiting committee
have no power whatever in the matter. Oii
the other hand, in England the official
visitors have power to let a patient ant in
the care of his friends, provided the friends
give an undertaking that he will be pro-
perly eared for and looked after. Here, the
visiting committee have no such power.

The Colonial Secretary: But the Inspec-
tor General would not refuse to release any
patient -who he thought was fit to be released
under such conditions. That has actually
been done. There was one ease of that kind,
and the man shot himself.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Many men shoot
themselves without ever having been in the
Claremont institution. But there is always
the risk that the Inspector General may be
too afraid of letting a patient out in ease
something of that sort might happen.

The Colonial Secretary: Then applica-
tion for release can be made tnder the Lun-
acy Act.

Non. W. C. ANGWIN: The evidence
given before the select committee bears out
that the fear to which I have alluded does
exist in the Claremont institution.., My opinion
-and I think this is the opinion of the other
members of the sebiat committee also--
is that once a patient gets into the Clare-
mont institution under certificates signed
by medical men and justices of the peace,
there is the greatest difficulty in getting
bin out again.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the end of him.
Hon. T. Walker: It is worse than old

times.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN - A patient may

not be actually insane when placed in the in-
stitultion; be may be placed there merely
for improvement.

The Colonial Secreteary: Do you think the
Inspector General is keeping patients there
nnecessarily, thenI

I-on. W. C. ANOW IN: I aim' iot a min-'
cal man. If I were, perhaps I could answer
that questioti. But a board of control such
ais the select coainittee recommend, inclaid-
ing two medical men and a trained lawyer,
would be able to question the doctors of the
institution in such ai manner that the Memn-
bers of the board could, in all probability,
form n opinion as to whether a patient
should be released.

The Minister for Mines: Why not mak
this place a half-way house to the Asylum!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I consider it m.-
duty to bring these matters before Par
liamnt, knowing that theta are some 1,10!
unfortunates in the Claremont institution
Ho0 little interest is being taken in th
subject, however, that it seems as thougl
this Committee does not intend to look afte
those unhappy people in any way whatever
Some of the members who are in the Chain
her want to make fun of tie subject. Tbi
inquiry was not a matter of fan to myself oi
to the other members of the select committee
In view of the work done since the selecl
cumamittee were appoin ted, I say we studl
well to our work. I aiD treating the mat tei
seriously. I have ho desire to condemn thn
doctors. I know the nature of the dutie,
they have to perform. I recognise that prob.
ably nothing would affect the nerves ofn
muan more than the work of looking aftez
a hospital for the insane. The select corni
umitten felt that fromt the start, and certanlyu
did not cuter into tiheir investigation with
any purpose of condemning the doctors.

The Minister for Mines: The member fox
Fr-emantle condemned the doctors before he
went on that select committee.

Ron. IV. C. ANGWIN: I7rrespective oI
what that hon. member may have said be-
fore he sat on the committee, the commit-
tee's unanimous report shows that he re-
alised his position there.

The Minister for Mlines: That was due to
the good influence of the Chairman of the
committee,

Hot]. W, C. ANUWIN: Tme member for
Fremnantle is like a good many other memn-
bers , who make statements here which have
h)CC]m vouched to themn as true hut are later
found to be not quite correct.

Mr. Jones: On this subject at all events
I did not make any statement which was' not
found to be true.

Han. W. C. ANG3WTW: My personal
opinion is that the member for Fremantle
perhaps exaggerated a bit.

The Minister for 'Mines: Only on the qumes-
tion of croton oil.

Honi. W, C. ANGWIN : As regards the.
ale staff, there is no znanimity whatever-

among them; they are in a position of not
knowing whore they are. As regards the
staff on time women 's side, there were no
complaints. They have a good matron.

IHoa. P. Collier: The lack of unanimity
amnong the attendants would indicate lack of
proper control rigain.

Ho n, W. C. ANOWIN : On one of our
visits to Clarenmont, either the member for
Subinco or the member for Gascoyne asked
the attendants about the alarms, saying,
"How do you work the alarm if you want
the assistance of another attendant! "1 They
could not tell him. The same hon. member
asked the doctor, "'What are the alarms
for9'' The doct 'or replied, ''To call an at-
tendant if he is -needed at night." Then
we asked the doctor whether he could show
115 an alarm in any room. He took uts into
three or four rooms, and he was able to,
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shlow us one alarm in one room. Again, the
member for Subiaco asked, ''What is the
window in that room for?'' He was told,
''That is in ease something turns up in
the night, so that the attendant Can look
out through the window, and see what is
wrong without leaving the room.'' The
member for Subiaco thereupon said, ''Let
us have a look at it.'' We did so, and
we found a wardrobe against the window,
totally blocking the view. Rooms which
were supposed to be for the attendants
to sleep in at night so that they
might be within call if required, we found
were occupied by patients. In the violent
wvard only one attendant is on duty at night
time. Another attendant comes round dur-
ing the night, but only once per hour. The
attendant in the nsext ward dare not leave
his Position in order to render assistance in
the violent ward. Hie would be dismissed
for doing so. In the hospital ward, con-
carning which the leader of thre Opposition
has spoken, there were 47 patients at the
time of our visit, with only one attendant on
duty at night time. That attendant ha. to
attend to sick patients, and also to look
after any patients who may become violent.
The hospital ward is that in which almost
all admitted patients are first put. I say
it is a scandal that the place should be
in such a state, and that Sergeant 0O'Meara,
V.0., should be treated as he is treated. The
evidence shows without doubt that he is not
safe if. be is left alone. But we found that
owing to there being only one attendant on
duty after 9 p.m. he is put in a straight-
jacket between 8.30 p.m. and 9 p.m. each
night before the second attendant goes off
duty. He is kept in the straight-jacket until
11 o'clock on the following morning, when
he is taken out of the straight-jacket and
marched down under two attendants to the
violent ward. He is kept there all day.
Sonmetimnes one of the attendants plays cards,
but they do not know when he will break
out. At 4 p.m. he is taken from the violent
ward and put to bed in the hospital ward.
He remains free until 8.30 p.m. because there
are other attendants available to render
assistance if anything happens. When the
time comes for all except ond attendant to
go off duty, he is put into the straight-
jacket again.

Mr. Davies: Is he put into the straight-
jacket whether he is violent or not?

Hon. W. C. ANOWTN: Yes. The charge
attendant stated that, for the last 41/
months, hie had noticed nothing violently
wrong with this man.

The Minister for Mines: Is it not ques-
tionable whether he should be there? Should
not the Federal people he looking after himi

Hon. W. 0. ANOWIN: Unfortunately, it
is necessary to keep him there; he would not
be safe at Stronmness. At the same time, to
tie a man up in a straight-jacket for 14Y2
hours out of 24 hours every day is an abso-
lute scandal, and it is done simply because
it saves the services of an attendant. We
have been informed that other patients, even

as bad as ff'Meara, are put in a straight-
jacket only at those times when they become
violent, and the straight-jacket is removed
immediately the fit of violence has passed.
O'Meara, however, is put into the straight-
jacket every night* of his life and, from the,
questions we aked, there is no doubt that
lie is put into the straight-jacket because
sufficient attendants are not kept on duty to
look after him during the night. We had it
in evidence from the attendants and from the
doctor that he is ,not a safe patient to be
left alone, and that someone should be in
attendance on him. I have no doubt that
Croton oil is used more often than the doc-
tors admitted, but we could not ascertain
who were responsible. for using it. We were
told by Dr. Atkinson, the Principal Medical
officer, Dr. Montgomery, medical officer at
W~ooroloo, and Dr. Birmingham, that Croton
oil should never be given to a patient except
on the order of a doctor; it is a very drastic
purgative. The doctors at the institution
thought that Croton oil had been ordered
only two or three times during the year but
we find that, on the average, 150 doses have
been used annually during the last five years.
Someone must use it; yet we could not find
out who used it. I do not know whether the
rats take it.

lion. P. Collier: No one would take it from
choice.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: No. Croton oil is
a purgative used in hospitals for the insanre,
and there is no harm in administering it
provided it is given only on the order of a
doctor. It is beneficial to the patient so long
as it is prescribed and used under instruc-
tions from the medical officer. Dr. Atkinson
told us it had a tendency to remove the blood
pressure from the brain and sooth a patient
so that he became quiet sooner than would
be the case if any other medicine were ad-
ministered. Therefore, we came to the con-
clusion that Croton oil, if properly adminis-
tered], instead of being harmful to patients
tends to ease them end to benefit them.

Mir. Davies: Whose duty was it to look
after the fire appliances?

Hon. W. 0. ANOWIN: Dr. Anderson said
arrangements were made with Mr. Lapisley,
but that he had not been thcrc for some
years.

Hon. P. Collier: Quite an oversight!
The Honorary Minister: Do you think ho

will go there by and by?
The Minister for Mines: What about the

electric generating plant?
ll. W. C. ANGWIN: The committee

were interested in the figures shlowing the
percentage of recoveries. The figures are
taken from the doctor's annual report,
which would have been on thre Table of the
House but for the fact that wre had it be-
fore us and that delayed the printing of it.
The figures were presented by Dr. Anderson,
and members must come to the conclusion
that there is something which has prevented
the recoveries this year f rein Trecing the
average of other years. The percentage of
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recoveries !in 191.7 and .1918 was the lowest
lo,' any year since 1902. Ia 1902 the
percentage of recoveries was 51.74; in 1909
it vins 27.11 and in 1918 it was only 15.96.
ilor thle csiderable falling off in reco-
veries, no reason could be given. The in-
stitution is considerably overcrowded, and
probably that had a lot to do withi the low
percentage of recoveries in 1917 and 1918.
The member for Guildford (Mr. Davies)
said lie thought the war might have had
something to do with -that. I put the ques-
tion to Dr. Birmingham and to Dr. Ander-
son, and they agreed that the war might
have had something to do with it. I regret
very much that Dr. Anderson rather re-
sented our inquiries into the question of
recoveries.

Mr. Troy: He would resent any inquiry.
]Ion. W. C. ANOWIN: Questions 4988

and 4989 read-
With regard to jcoveries, it appears

.from~ your report of this year that there
is a falling off in the percentage of recov-
eries to admissiosl-Thay vary from
year to year. It all depends on the typo
-of patient admitted.

The percentage is lower for the last
two years than it has been since 1902?-
No definite reason can be assigned for
that except that the patients have not
recovered.
Hon. P. Collier: Very illuminating!
Hon. W. C. ANOWNIN: Queslionus 4990 to

4994 read-
Do you think the war affected the posi-

tion?-Tt may have dlone so. It is neces-
sary to compare the figures with the
Perth and Kalgoorlie hospital figures. If
we get a lot of alcoholic cases, we get a
lot of recoveries. Iff we get a lot of
seniles and general paratlytics (the incur-
able ones), the recovery rate is reduced.

You notice that for the last two years
the percentage is smaller thali it has beeni
for the last 16 years9--Yes, but it varies.
I do Dot know whether the inference is
being drawn that I nam lolding cases
over for seone ulterior purpose. We take
a pridle in our recovery rate. We Would
let them go if we could do Sn,

I do not want it to be understood that
we are inferring anything. The report
is got out to show Parliament the per-
-centage of recoveries at thle institution?
-Yes.

There are not many professiona ni on
in Parliament. Any layman looking at
that list is likely to come to thle conchu-
sion that, owing to the percentage being
so low, something is wrong with the in-
stittion ?-That might be so. It all de-
pends on the type of admission.

There was no insinuation %bout tile
matter?- 1T think I wos misunderstood.
lon. P. Collier: The type of admission

could not vary much from year to yea.
Last year the percentage of admissions to
thle total population was fewer than in other
years.

Hon. W. C. ANG WIN: 'rte doctor's own
report shows that there is something wrong.
When we go back for 17 years and find no
equivalent for the fewness of the recoveries,
there must be a laxity somewhere. The
only conclusion the commnittee could conme
to was that the overcrowding of the insti-
tution might account for a eirl ali percent-
age of thle cases which should have reco-
vered. Without (donbt the institution is
coorcrowded-considerably overcrowded.

Mr. Hudson: The reduction in recoveries
wvould be accounted for by the overcrowding?

Haol. W. C. ANOWIN;: The commnittee
concluded that a large percentage would be
due to the overcrowding. That was8 thle only
conclusion we could draw fromn the evidence
before us. I maintain that Parlioment must
take action very early to provid- more ac-
commodation for those unfortunate people
who I was going to say are inprisoned in
the Claremont Hospital for tlsc Insane.

Mr. Davies: It might be possible to dto
that on the Loani Estimates.

Hon. W. C. ANG-WIN: It is incumbent
upon us to do something if we intend to
maintain the honour of the State. Thle sur-
plus patients in the Claremont institution
w-ould be almost sufficient to fill "nother in-
stitution of the same size.

Air. Davies: What is the capacity of the
Claremont institution?

Mr' Brown: They have accommodation
for 750, and they actually have 1,130 pati-
cnts.

[Mr. Piesse tookc the Chair.]

Elon. W. 0. ANG-WVIN: I do not think I
need traverse the ground covered by the
memnber for Boulder. The food given to the
patients is not sufficiently voried. The
practice is to cut by machine two slices of
bread for ench patient. Oceosionally but-
ter, and sometimes jin, is put onl the bread
and thle two slices are Stuck together. This
comprises the men1 for tlhe patients every
morning and every night. There is no
variety whatever except that tw-ice or three
times a week a little porridge is served in
the morning. This is not rigcht in a country
like Western Australia. A little while ago
we had so mnuch fruit that we did not know
what to do with it. Much of it was allowed
to rot on the ground, and other was fed to
pigs; yet at an institution like the Hospital
for the Insane, the only fruit they get is a
few oranges sent front Whitby Pails dsur-
ig the season.

Hor. P. Collier: If the State orchard had
not been rooted up they might have had
plenty of fruit.

The Honorary Minister: If they bad waited
for the State orchard, they would have waited
a long time.

Hion. W. C. ANOWIN: A little cheese andi
a little tobncco, given to the patients who
work, represent practically the only extras.

Mr. Davies: IDo not they get plenty of
milkt
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IRon. W. C, AINGWIN: No; the institu-
tion is in need of additional cows.

lion. P. Collier: They get condensed] milk.
Theo Honor-ary Minister: 'You cannot have

your pudding and cat it too,
Hon. W, C. ANOWIN: What does the

Honorary Minister -mean%
The Honorary Minister: You cannot have

the milk there and soil it too.
Jion. W. C. ANOWIN: The herd consists

of 96 cows, and 120 are required.
Hon. P. Collier: They are selling the fresh

milk and serving out condensed milk in the
institution.

Hon. WV. C. ANINOTIN : The hospital
ward, and as tar as we could gather the we-
men's ward, never went short of fresh milk,
but thc men's wards particularly were given
condensed m1ilk.

The Minister for 'Works: Condensed inilkIc
H1on. WV. C. ANGWJIN: The fresh milk was

kept for the sick people, and whoa there was
a shortage the Hospital for the Insane had
to go short. 'The manager of the dairy, Mr.
Kerr, says hie has sufficient accommodation
for the additonal cows, and that he can take
120 there. If lie had that number he could
keep the Hospital for the Insane supplied with
mnilk as well as the other public institutions
outside. I hope the Minister will look into
this matter.

The Colonial Secretary: We are importing
wnore cows now.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: We are of opin-
ion that special attention should be paid to
the appointment of a board of commission-
ers. Dr. Birmingham relates in his evidence
that sonic time ago he visited America and
Europe and at the request of the Government
inspected several institutions to learn
about the managemtent of the feeble-
minded and of lunatics in those countries.
Re found that mnore. freedom was given to
the patients there, that ninny of them were
only kept in the grounds by a 3ft.
fence, and that in many instances there was
scarcely any fence at all. The patients were
allowed to walk about thle gardens and do
very much as they desired. When they wvent
into institutions of that character they re-
alised that they were going into a hospital
and not a prison.

The Honorary Minister: That is no good
for alcoholic oases-

Hfon. WV. C. ANGWIN: It is neessary at
times to confine persons. As a general rule
Dr. Birmingham says that the attempts at
escape froni those institutions are not more
frequent than they are at Claremiont. Be-
cause patients realise that they are going
into a hospital they do not attemrpt to get
away froni it. They thus have a better chiance
of recovery, because of the greater f ree-
dom and moore exercise that are open to them.
Let honm. members compare that state of
things with Claremont whore the patients are
confined in a smuall space with four dc~d
walls romind them. Dr. Birmingham recoto-
miends that additional air sp~ace should be
given to the patients. He realises that it will
le difficult to carry out the improvements all

at once at Claremont, because so many of
the patients there have been taken into what
amounts to a prison life rather thtan a hos-L
pital life. It is feared that if the hospital
were thrown open in the way I have indi-
cated many of those patients would try to
escape. The difficulty, however, could he get
over by allowing umore freedom to the new
patients. lIon. members who have visited
W~hitby Falls will remember that full free-
doum is granted to the patients there. They
go out into the fields to do their work with-
out having anyone to supervise them.

The Colonial Secretary: They are a differ-
eut class of patient there.

H-on. W. C. ANOWIN: I admit that they
arc quiet p~atients. They go to their work-
in the morning and at lunch hour return for
their meal. They then go out again and
carry out the duties assigned to them.
There were two patients just outside the hotel
repairing the fence when we were there.

Mr. Angelo: Alongside the road.
HeIn, W, C. AN\GWIN: Yes. These are

patients who can be trusted.
Ron. P. Collier:. A, patient is more likely

to recover under those conditions.
Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN: Dr. Birminghanm

also thinks that an epileptic colony should
be established where such cases could be kept
together. I hope the Minister when consider-
ing the plans for altering the institution, if
this is done before the appointment of the
hoard of conmissioners, will give Dr. Bir-
minglimn an opportunity o~f offering some
advice. The Coammittee are of opinion that
a change in management is necessary. It
is for that reason they recommend the ap-
pointment of a board of commissioners. If
hon. members will read thme first part of the
report in regard to attendants, I think they
will conic to the conclusion that very little
tact was shown towards themn during the
period of isolation at the institution. If more
tact had been showa. by the responsible offi-
cers a good deal of the dissatisfaction that
occurred would not have been in evidence.
Hard and fast rules were laid down and very
severe action was taken. WMien the motion
was moved for the appointment of this select
conmmittee, the Minister was advised that at-
tendant Edwards had not sent in a letter
asking for leave of absence.

The Colonial Secretary: Hie approached the
Inspiector Gleneral before hie wrote the letter.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: We had it in evi-
dence that 'Edwards: did write to the Inspector
General.

The Colonial Secretary: Hle alpproached the
lusrector General first.

Hon. P. Collier: Aid he wvrote the letter
aifterwards.

The Coloniali Secretary: Yes.
B~on. WV. 01. ANOWIN: it has been said

that no letter was sent by Edwards. When
we got his file we found that lie had not only
approached time Inspector General in his office,
but that hie had written him a most respectful
letter on the following day.

The Colonial Secretary: I think the hon,
nmnmber must have misunderstood me.
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Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: If the Minister will
read "'Hansard'' he will find that his state-
nment was that no letter was sent.

The Colonial Secretary: He had not written
when he first saw the Inspector General.

Hion. WV. C. ANOWIN: Attendant Rovinson
had a ease before the court, but the Inspector
-General ref used to give him leave in order
that he mighlt attend it. The attendant made
a verbal application to Dr. Bentley and also
wrote a letter, but his application was refused
and lie was dismissed.

Hon. P. Collier: There is no reason for
refusing an application like that.

Hion. W. C. ANOWIN: We also had the
case of attendant Roe brought before us. He
was a returned soldier who had for sone
years been in the police force. He was talking
at the fenice to his wife one night. The offi-
cores of the institution wvent out to see if the
attendants wecre observing the quarantine
regulations. They saw this man and camne to
the conclusion that he had been outside. Dr.
Anderson stated that he saw that a certain
place in the fence had hot been disturbed
and that lie did not at first see the Than.
Rloe says he was not outside the grounds, and
the officers dlid not see him conic in. They
saw him in the grounds, however, and he was
dismissed for being outside. A young man
named Cox was badly wounded in the arm.
He had been engaged at the hospital for two
and a half years and was employed at Whitby.
Ble went to the Ease Hospital for a further
operation and is better now than when he
was employed. Dr. Hadley gave Jimi a cer-
tifleate to the effect that hec was fit for duty.
Whein hie went back to the institution be wvas
dismissed on the ground that he was not fit
for any more work. I should also like to
refer to the McGowan ease.

The Colonial Secretary: Are you aware of
the facts of that case?

Hr. W. C. ANGWIN: I am sorry the
Minister maide that interjection, for I dlid not
wish to say mtuch about it. Dr. Anderson
dismissed attendant McGowan with regret
owing to the fact that he was suffering from
T.B., and was afraid he would communicate
that disease to the patients.

The Colonial Secretary: That is right.
I-on. WV. C. ANGOI: McGowan was not

sent for in order that it might be ascertained
what his condition was, but he received a
letter dismissing him. He was discharged
from the Wooroloo institution as fit for duty
because *the examination of his sputum had
given a negative result.

Mr. Davies: The Committee do not accept
that and recommend that he should be again
examined.

MrE. Jones: Another apologist for Dr. An-
derson!

Hon,. W. C. ANOWIN: We say that he
should be examined. The letter indicates that
lie was dismissed with regret. When the coin-
inittec investigated the matter they got the
evidence of Dr. Montgomery, who said that he
.as fit for duty. Dr. Anderson, however, says
that there were other matters connected with
his dismissal, which came under his notice

lnter. There was no mention of them in the
letter.

Mr. Duff: Was that for some misbehaviour?
Don. W. C. ANO WIN: Dr. Anderson says

it was in connection with sonic accounts.
Mr. Davies: It influenced the committee in

their report. They should have said that he
should be reinstated if they thought so.

Han,. P. Collier: They said lie could be ex-
inhoed, and that if he "'as all right he should

be reinstated.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Dr. Montgomery

said his condition was negative when lie left
the sanatorium.

Hano,. P. Collier: If he is the same now he
should he reinstated.

Hon. IV. C. ANG WIN: Dr. Anderson dis-
missed himi without seeing him. The Minister
now suggests that there was another matter
behind his lisnissal. We say that ii, view of
the time which has elapsed since his dism~issal,
in June last, he should be examined by an
independent doctor to ascertain if lie is still
suffering from the disease.

Mr. Davies: You said the miatter should
be given further consideration.

lion. P. Collier: The committee took a
reasonable view of the matter. The action
of the Inspector General was high-handed
and it has been the same towards all the at-
tendants.

Pon. W. C. ANGWTN: lion, members will
find on page 44 the letter which was written
by the secretary of the hospital to Mr. Me-
Gowan. This reads-

It is with much regret that I have to in-
form you that as you arc suffering from
a complaint that, should you be allowed to
resume your duties, would be likely to be
communicated to patients in the institu-
tion, the Inspector General has decided to
retire you from the service as from the
20th inst. Regretting the necessity for
this step, I am, etc., WV. Malcom, Secre-
tary.

That was the ground on which McGowan
was dismissed. Now the doctor declares that
there were other grounds.

Mr. Nairn: He says that McGowan was a
dishonest Than, that he took the union down
for their funds.

Hon. P. Collier: Why did he not dismiss
him then

]Eon. W. C. ANOWIN: The letter was
dated 30th June this year. The committee
set out to inquire wvhether the man was dis-
missed on correct grounds. According to the
letter which was sent, the dismissal was not
on correct grounds. We say now that Mc-
Gowan should be again examined by a doc-
tor to see whether he is suffering from T.B.
or not. According to the evidence of medi-
cal men a man might be examined to-day
and the examination might prove negative,
but on the next day the examination might
prove positive. It is necessary therefore that
McGowan should be re-examined. I do not
think any hon. member would suggest that
if McGowan was suffering from this disease
he should be reinstated.

Mr. Duff: What is his condition now?
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Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: He was suffering
from influenza when we saw him.

Mr. Duff: Is he suffering from T.B. nowt
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That is a matter

for the doctors and not for the select com-
mittee to dletermine. If the Colonial Secre-
tary desires that the institution should be
conducted in a manner which will be bene-
flcial to the inmates, it will be necessary to
provide additional accommodation. 'When
that is done I have no doubt the expenditure,
which at the present time is £70,000 an-
nually, will -run into £100,000 or more. The
institution could be much batter managced
by commissioners in the manner recommended
by the select committee. We believe the
commissioners would take a greater interest
in the work a-nd in the welfare of the pat-
ients, and they would see that the medical
men carried out the duties they were ap-
pointed to perform. I do not think it is
sufficient for the patients that only two
hours a day should be devoted to their ex-
amnination by the doctors. We fouind that
the doctors, in receipt of high salaries, were
doing a considerable amount of office work,
which 'could well be dlone by clerks. The
committee did not take an antagonistic view
of the position. The inquiry was conducted
on correct lines in order to ascertain exactly
the position of affairs at the institution, and
in the hope of being able to report to Par-
liament exactly the conditions existing there.
The recommendations which are contained in
the report are the result of mature delibera-
tion and the outcome of the belief that the
patients do not get that attention which they
should receive.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [10.221: The
member for North-East Fremantle (Mr.
Angwin) has given an outline of what the
select committee found to-exist at the Hos-
pital for the Insane. There are, however, one
or two matters that I would like to empha-
sise. The method of administration appears
to me to be somewhat extraordinary. Nearly
all the menta defectives of the State
are in the Claremont institution, although
there are one or two other places, such &q
Whitby and Stromness, which ma-y account
for about 100 patients. We find that at
Claremont the administration is carried on
by an Inspector General and a superinten-
dent, both of whom are bosses, and one as-
sistant doctor. I have never heard of such
an administration before in an institution
of that kind. There is generally one chief
with a staff of assistants. Here we have two
chiefs niid one attendant, and there seems
to be a great overlapping of authority. Dr.
Anderson signs vouchers, and Dr. Bentley
signs vouchers. Dr. Anderson controls the
staff, and so does Dr. Bentley. That kind of
thing aplpears to me to be quite unnecessary.
Dr, Andlerson is living on the spot, and that
being tbo ease, why should there be the
necessity for a superintendent? Dr. Ander-
son should be the superintendent. We are
told that Dr. Bentley was appointed super-
iutendeiit on the advice of the visiting cor--

Hon. P. Collier: I will tell you why he-
was appointed. They changed his title so as.
to enable him to get an increase in his salary
of £300 per annum, He was an assistant
until then.

Mr. ANGELO: 'Exactly. That would ap-
pear to me the only reason for making the,
appointment. I thiak that, for the better
mianagement of the institution, the sooner
there is one chief and two assistants, which
would be reverting to the old system, ther
better it will be for the institution. I would
like to endorse the remarks of the member
for North-East Fremantle with regard to the
accommodationt provided there. It is posi-
tively shocking and I am perfectly certain
that to the overcrowding we can trace
the shortage of recoveries. The men
are herded together like a lot of
cattle and they are not given a fair
chance to recover. We found that quiet
patients were herded with noisy ones. The
sooner the State can realise its responsibility
and provide an additional building the sooner
will a general improvement in the condition
of things be effected. I was glad to learn
from the doctors that there is very little ini-
crease in lunacy in the State. The reasons
that they assign for that are just what I
thought wouild be given. Twenty or so years
age every hamilet or village had its town
fool or idiot. Now we never see them about
the streets; they are all ia the institution.
Their own people used to support them pre-
viously; now the State cares for them. It is
satisfactory to know that lunacy is not on
the increase.

Mr. Nairn: Unfortunately you are
wrong.

Mrl. ANGELO: I am giving the opinions
we received from the medical men. I

Hion, P. Collier: The percentage of ad-
missions last year was lower than for some
years be-fore.

Mr. ANGELO: I was glad to notice that
in the women's wards about 80 per cent. of
tho inmates were elderly. It is a good thing
to know that they are all being looked after.

Hon. T. Walker: If they are well looked
after.

Mr. ANGELO: They woulda be wenl
looked after under proper administration
and with more accommodation. I consider
that more accommodation. is urgently re-
quired and also that the doctors should give
more time and attention to the patients. I
agree with the member for North-East Fre-
mantle that the doctors do not spend suffi-
cient time amiongst the patients and, more-
over, the patients do not-get a fair deal be-
caiuse of the overcrowded state of the insti-
tution. The doctors cannot take that in-
terest that they would show if the aceom-
inodation was adequate. The women patients
to whom I have referred seem to be much
happier in the institution than they would b~e
outside. I was pleased to learn that lunacy
is not spreading to any great extent and
that this State is doing more than other
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countries, in the way of looking after the
'mentally affected. Before concluding, I
would like to refer to the able manner ia
which the mnember for North-East Fremantle
(Mr. Angwia) carried out his duties as
chairman of the tselect committee.

lion. P. Collier: In his usual thorough
manner,

Air, ANGELO: Exactly, I had heard of
the lin, member's good work as chairmen
of the W"heat Marketing Commission a year
or so ago, and I can realise now how thor-
onghly he must have discharged his duties in
connection with that investigation. Mr.
A ngwint was always at his post as chairman
of the select committee and he conducted
the greater part of the cxamination of wit-
nesses, and in addition attended to the whole
of the correspondence. The ability be
showed in the conduct of the inquiry relieved
the other members of the commnittee of a
considerable amount of work. Personally, I
canl say it was a pleasure to be associated.
with that hon. member on the select corn-
indttee. It was an inistruction to mae, and I
gained more knowledge under his guidance
than I1 expected to learn during my short
stay ini Parliament. I1 only hope that if I
ant agnin asked to go oia a select committee
we shall have the member for North-.East
.Fremantlo as chairman.

AMNfr. BROWN (Suhiaco) (10.301: As one
of the nmemubers of the select colunuittee I
regard the duties we performed as amiong
the saddest that could be expected of any
miemuler of Parliament. Insanity is a very
painful subject. We had evidence that the
public neglect in regard to the tretment of
patients down there is shocking; in fact the
friends of patients thorn hardly ever visit
them, time unfortunate creatures being looked
upon as outcasts in every sense of the word.
I anT going to appeal to the Press to analyse
tme evidence and extract from it such things
-as the public may be mnade aware of, so that
the people nmigimt have a better knowledge of
what is going on in- the institution. The
overcrowding of the building is incredible.
'Ntie of the past Governumeuts of recent
yeairs have takenl into consideration the Ill-crensod number of paticmts. The buildings
were designed to aceotumodfate 750 patients;,
at present .1,130 are confined there. Inl the
dormtitories, where there should be from 2ft.
(lii. to :ift. between the beds, there is not
more than from 35 to 18 inches. That, in my
opinion, is one of the reasons why the re-
coverles are so low nuumerically, The build-
ings shouldl be increased straight away.
There shouldi be no waiting to make arrange-
ments for the Loan Estimates. Some tem-
pora ry, accommodation should be provided
without a day'Is delay, and I1 say that if it is
not done the Government should be removed
front office. Dr. Anderson himself, whben,
-askedI whether the accommodation met the
reqnirenments of thme Public Health by-laws,
said ho did not think so. I am quite certain
thbat it does net. It was pointed out that the

King call do no wrong. So long as there is
any room at all to crowd more patients into
the buildings it will be done, because the
number of admissions is grcater than the
discharges. Dr. Anderson said it itas the
intention of the Government to direct him
and the chief architect to visit the Eastern
States with a view to seculring thle latest
information in regard to the design of
modern buildings, Instead of following ex-
isting designs, I think it would be far
better to call for competitive designs. We
should then get something new in regard to
the arciftectural structure of the buildings.
We learned front the evidence that in Anmer-
lea and other countries great improvements
i. connection with buildings are being
adopted, If we were to oiler a substantial
prize for competition we should get such a
variety of designs that, even if we did not
adopt any one of them, we could evolve from
amiong the lot something perfectly suitable.
The select committee didi not have sufficient
time to go so fully into the question of the
management ais to be in a position to make
recommendations. To do that would have
necessitated months of study. With greater
time we should possibly have been able to
make soine more definite reconmnendations
tinan that the mianagement sbouild be banded
over to a beard. I. amn convineed that the
Inspector General and those immediately
nuder him constitute a happy family and do
not greatly distress themselves ever the work
of the inlstitution. In fact I1 think the evi-
deuce in. regard to the increases in the
salaries of Dr. Anderson and Dr. Bentley
prove that they urn first cousins in the finan-
cial sense. When Dr. Bentley -returned from
the war his salary was £C636; but while away
lie discovered that lie was worth a good deal
more.

Hion. P. Collier: The last salary Parlia-
inent voted to him was £408.

Mr. BRROW N: At all events, the Govern-
mclnt had a difficulty in filling his position
at the limne. Hie argued that lie sould get
£;7@8, and lie clinchied the airgumiient by put-
ting in his resignaition, thu1s forcing the hands
of the Gaverinment.

lifon. P. Collier: Direct action!
Mr. BROWN7\: Dr. Anderson was getting

£705, slid Dr. Bentley claimed that lie, too,
n-sentitled to that amount. Negotiations

too~k place betweeni Dr. Anuderson and the
Public Service Commnissionjer, Dr. Anderson
urging that hie should get £004, and recoin-
mending that Dr. Bentley should get £705.
Tn the end those increases were grantedl. .t
do not say anything in respect to the value
of. their work, but it is clear that they are
a happy family, and that they work not
only for the welfare of the patients hut for
the ir owe welfare as well1.

lHon. P. Collier: You scratch icy back and
I'll scratch yours.

Mr. 'BROWN: One thing hon. members
should know in connection with the quarnei-
tine regulations: Tn may opinion, had a little
tact been used between the members of the
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hospital attendants' union and the manage-
meat, none of the men would have gone out,
and the dismissals would not have followed.
Of 2,70 mnale attendants, 1D walked out. I
commend those men who stayed under those
circumstances, and I am sure we should all
commend the nurses who loyally carried out
the work set thema during the 'quarantine
period.

Hon. P. Collier. I believe a friend did
get ia now and again, although it was not
known.

Air. BROWN: It is quite natural that the
sexes should occasionally see each other. It
is remarkable that no educational test what-
ever is resorted to in the appointment of
either male or female attendants.

Hon. P. Cornier: The test for the females
appears to be chiefly good looks.

Mr. BROWN: They have what is known as
a waiting list of those desiring employment
at the institution, and when any of the at-
tendants marries, retires, or is dismissed, this
waiting list is examined, and the next in order
is notified to appear for medical examination.
If the applicant passes the medical ex-
amination, he is put on as a probationer
for a period of six months. To fill the
vacancies caused by the 19 or 20 dismisszals
which occurred during the isolation period,
10 new men 'were engaged; and I wvas
greatly disappointed to find that there had
been no strong effort to fill those positions
with returned soldiers.

Mr. Jones: An effort was madle in that
direction, but the returned s-iiliers would
not scab on their mates.

Mr. BROWN: f did not hear that stated
in evidence, though possibly the member
for Fremantle did. When I asked a, ques-
tion regarding engagemaent of attendants,
Dr. Anderson told me exactly what I have
told thle Committee.

Hon. P. Collier: Dr. Andersin does not
appear to be too keen on returned soldiers.

Mr. BROWN: I asked q-aestions1 regard-
ing the age of applicants. It seems that
age is no qualification iu thle scheme Of
things at Claremont. As the result of
further inquiry I learnt that out of tile 19
attendants engaged since the 10th June
nine were under 21 years of age.

Mr. Jones: And four more of them were
ex-}'renmantle scabs.

Mr. 'BROWN: In connection with a mat-
ter so serious as this, I would like the
member for Fremntle to modify his
language somewhat.

Mr. Jones: "What else can I call themt
Mr. BROWN:. It is painful for me, when

I make a few remarks on such a subject as
this, to hear men labelled as scabs, whilst
they have a right to be employed by any
Govrernment so long as they are honourable
citizens.

Mr. Jones: But what else can I call
them f

Mr. BROWN: It is time that Parliament
treated that term as unparliamentary; and
that any member using it should be called
to order.

Hon. P. Collier: Under 21 years seems
very young for an attendant at that insti-
tution.

Mr. BROWN: Two or three were 18 years
of age, but nine in all were under 21 years
of age. I contend that youths are not suit-
able for looking after unfortunate mental
detectives, who are practically unable to do
or themselves. Comparative boys of that

age have a tendency to be jocular, to amuse
themselves with, and in a sense to poke fun
at, anyoue who happens to he without his
full reason. No attendant in that hospital
should be under 21 years of age.

Mr. Troy: Such youths are apt to be
thoughtlessly callous.

Ron. P. Collier: Nothing else could be
expected.

Mir. BROWN: In regard. to recoveries, it
struck me, having read other works dealing
with the subject of insanity, that the per-
centages at, Claremont are very low as com-
pared with the average in other parts of
the world, which runs from 35 to 40 per
cent. Against that, Claremont has got
down to 19, 18, and 17 per cent.; and in the
lest year tile percentage fell as low as 15.
That appeared to me to indicate that there
was something radically wrong. We ques-
tioned Dr. Anderson and Dr. Bentley as to
the reason for such low percentages of
recoveries. To my mind, no satisfactory
answer was given. The only opinion I1
could foriu was that the explanation is
overcrowding, joined with the fact that
there is no control over the Inspector Gen-
eral of thle Insane himself. With all due
respect to the principle of dictatorship, I
hold that no one individual can look after
an institution of that character so well as
a board can. The members of a board such
as that reconmnended by the select Corn-
nmittcc would,' having regard to their posi-
tions, pay strict attention to the manage-
meat of the entire institution, and the
doctors themselves would be under the
direct control of the board; and certainly
the public would be better satisfied to
accept thle decisions of the board on mat-
ters affecting the patients or the adminis-
tration or any other phase of the system,
than the decisions of any one person. I
hold that while one-man control may be
suitable for many institutions, it cannot
possibly fill the bill in this instance.

Rion. T. 'Walker: I think members ought
to be compelled to listen while a speech of
this kind, on so import'ant a subject, is
being delivered. 'Members may have to
xote presently. I call attention to the state
of time Committee.

Hion. r. Collier: It is disgraceful. But I
suppose inmates of anl asylum do not
matter.
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Mr. Jones. I wish to point out that nmem-
hers had left the Chamber before the mem-
-ber for Subiaco rose to speak. I do not
want the newspapers to play the hion.
member the samne trick as they played me,
by saying that members trooped oat of the
'Chamber when he rose to speak.

[A quorum formed.]

Mr, BROWN: It is the future treatment
-of the mentally defective that we have to
,eonsider, and consider very seriously; and
in mly opinion the Government would do
well to appoint a Royal Commission to in-
-quire fully into 'the whole subject. The
-select committee, if I may say so, did valu-
able work in the very limited time at their
-disposal. But the report of a Royal Com-
mnission appointed from outside Parliament
-and outside the Public Service would he
what I may term a fully accredited report.
After all said and done, the report
,of the select committee is, and could
not ho anything but, a hastily prepared
,document based on insufficient evidence.
At all events, that is my view; and there-
lfore I urge the appointment of a Royal
'Commission to go fully into the whole sub-
ject. The opinion of any member of this
C0hamber, whether a Government supporter
or otherwise, can tarry only a 'limited
weight, I am sorry to have to say it, and
I say it only because I hope it may result
in sonic future good; but the fact that
members of Parliament do not take so keen
.an interest in this matter as they should,
has been made evident by the occasion
which has arisen for drawing your atten-
tion, Mr. Chairman, to the want of a
quorum. I make a special appeal to all
hon. members to read the report and evid-
-once through, word for word. The select
committee could have used much stronger
language in their report than they did, and
-still the report might have been described
-as mild.

Iron. P. Collier: That is quite obvious.
Mr. DROWN: The reason for the mild-

-ness of the tone adopted by the select
committee is that we did not wish to dis-
play to the Western Australian people and
to the rest of Australia-for this report
will go to the Eastern States-how deplor-
able is the condition of things here as
regards the care of the mentally defective.
I nm convinced that of the 1,130 patients,
200 or 300 are suffering more from senile
decay and general break up than from in-
sanity and, in my opinion, they should be
-separated at once and treated differently.
According to the doctors, they might be
technically insane, but -from a common sense
point of view, they are merely eccentric, and
their age is such that a child could restrain
them if restraint were necessary. All they
require is somoone to hand their food to them
and keep them clean. Tme economy that
could be effected by separating these patients
would be of great benefit to the institution.

Hon. P. Collier: In ether words, there
ought to be a classification.

Mr. ]BROWN: A classification is attempted
and carried out as far as possible, but the
very limited area makes classification. diffi-
cult. The Government should make a serious
effort to give these poor beggars better
sleeping accommodation during this summer.
At present they are herded together with only
12 inches or 15 inches between the beds, and
quite irrespective of whether they are Euro.
peans or Asiatics. When I questioned Dr.
Bentley in regard to the nationality of
patients hie said, ''We have a patient be-
longing to every nation in the world.'' Chin-
ese and aborigines are sleeping iii the samne
wnards, and probably often amongst Aus-
tmaliens end lBritishers. This is most unfair.
There should be a segregation to avoid such
unpleasantness. Had I the ability to tell
the committee what I feel in connection with
this matter it would take some hours, and
wouild stir the Committee and the country to
a recognition of the deplorable conditions ex-
isting at Claremont in connection with the
people wvho should be receiving the great-
est care and consideration and some of the
comforts that human beings are entitled to.

'Ar. STUBBS (Wugin) [10.58]: I do not
intend to cover the ground that has been so
ably traversed by previous speaKers. If any
hen, memiber is sceptical regarding the state-
ments made in this Chamber to-night, he
should devote a couple of houirs to a per-
sonal inspection of the Claremont Hospital
for the Insane. Whoever designed the in-
stitution could not have had much know-
ledge of the requirements nor could be have
seen similar institutins elsewhere. During
miy visit writh the select conimittee, the point

.thiat struck me most forcibly was that in the
airing courts 100 or 150 in of all nation-
alities were crowded together just as they
would be in a prison. Every memiber of the
committee canie awat feeling that unless
something were done to alter the present
condition of affairs, it would be a positive
disgrace to Parliament and the country. I,
in coummon with other members, have not had
us miuch timeo to devote to the ins9titution
as I1 should have liked, kut I saw sufficient to
convince me that the herding together of all
nationalities is a blot upon the admuiltra-
tin and should riot be allowed to continue,.
I feel confident that the present management
is not in the hest interests of the institution.
T have no desire to comment unfavourably
onl the gentleman who occupies the position
of Inspector Gleneral. I believe he has ex-
cellent qualifications, but I say it is more
than a one man job and, if the Government
can see their way clear to appoint a board
of management, it will lead to a better state
of affairs than exists at present. One of the
things which requires to be remedied at once
is the neglect of fire appliances. Apparently
tie hose and fittings have not been touched
asine the day they were put there nwlen the
institution was built. If a fire occurred in
the night, disaster would inevitably overtake
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Motion thus negatived.

could be money well spellt. Mr. JONES (11renintle) [11.7]: 1 re-
Whitby Falls, we found gret it is necessary to continue the debate
cuts, but they had accoin. at this hour of the night, paitienlarly in
-ly double that number. view of the lack of attention that members
tgenient at Claremont had oil the other side of the House are shlowing
f classification, a number towards this important subject. This is a
patients could have been subject which, above all others, deserves that
lore better accommodation a clear mind should be brought to bear upon
ny we saw at Claremont. it, aid( the best ability that we possess.

of tile C"lremont asylisni [itend of dealing with jaded minds, as
it upon ally memnber of weo nmst have at this late hour, with
Dvellnett, or thle people what is practically the life and death of anl
aPe that, rOm the atte,,- umnfortun~ate section of lhe community
agent has been called to which is unable to help itself, we should be

institution, which was given an opportunity of dealing with the
late 750 peoplE now 0011- question at a more reasonable hour. The
ts herded together like a fact that thle Government have refused to
they will realise that it allow further consideration of this report at
lit. I ask in all serious- a later dlate proves the callousness nnd brutal
iould take step& at once inhumanity with, which they are prepared
sition. of affairs. Above to deal with the mental inefficients of the
believe the report of the State. The Government desire to rush

when it says that the in- through the Estimates and to have anl op-otter managed by a hoard portunity of shelving the report of thle se-
ard of paid commissioners. lect committee. Each member of the select
this board could be inedi- committee, which sat for several weeks, has
Id be laymen, and one a expressed himself in clear and uniiistak-
a a comnmittee of five, the able terms as being of thle orb-tion that the

be represented on it by Hospital for the Insane is miismnanage(], and
by then, of one Of its lie has shown that there was every justifi-
eel sure that if this idea cation for the appointment of that com-
ct a bettor condition of nmittoe. The opinion was formed that

exist at thle institution, everything was far from wvell so far as the
the patients and the cre- mlanagement was concerned. Notwitlistand-

ing this, the Governnment endeavour to, rush
time Estimates through to-night, and force

(li'rcxnantlo) [11.21: 1 lion. members to accept them, so that the
question may be sh~elved for another 12

be reported. nmonths. I cannot be a party to that. When
some 15 months ago I first brought up this

adivision taken with the question, I realised that my dulty as a citi-
zen would be sadly neglected if, believing

12 as I did that things were not well with re-
21 garl to the treatment of these unfortuniate
- people at this institution, I did not enriel-

y against .. 9 your to have some inquiry made into the
- conditions which prevailed there.
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The Premier: You had yolir inquiry.
Mr. JONTES: And I want to see some re-

suit.
The Premier: You cannot expecet to see

any result to-night in five minutes.
Mr. JONES: After the able and com-

plete exposition given by my tteemed col-
league, the member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Mr. Angwin) supported by the
other members of the committee, Ii desire
that members of Parliament may have a
chance of going borne and coilsidering, be-
fore to-morrow, when the Estimates will
coine up again for consideration, what posi-
tion should be taken up. That is not ant
unreasonable thing to ask the Government
to do. It is not right that we should be
forced to remain here so late at night to
discuss matters of such vital importance,
Unfortunately for me I have not the mental
vivacity of the Premier, and at this hour of
the night my muind works slowly and it will
take me perhaps an hour to explain my
ideas when at an earlier period of thu day
I could deal with the question more in-
telligently and when it would take me per-
haps only minutes.

The Premier: But what have the Esti-
mates to do -with the report of thle select
committee?

Mr. JONES: If the Estimates go through
I do not know whiether the report will lanid
itself to the same discussion. I ]have had
so much unreasonable opposition shown by
members of the Government to anything in
the nature of an inquiry being held into the
condition of affairs at Claremont--

The Premier: Oh, no.
Mr. JONES: Perhaps Dot from the

Premier, hut from other members of
the Government, and particuilarly the Mini-
ster in charge of the department, that I ant
satisfied we on this side of the House would
not be given the samei opportunity to debate
the matter onl thle motion as we have at the
present Liux I wish bon. members to have
the opportunity to consider this report in. the
light of the remarks made by the Chairman
of the Select comm1ittee to-night, and if the
opportunity be given to do this to-morrow,
wye can arrive at a definite decision as to
wthether or itot we will be prepared to pass
the Estimntes. I have been accused by the
Iviister for M.ines of having a bias in this
matter. I admit that. I never denied it. I
am biassed against the Inspector General of
the Tuan, I have never considered that he
was a' fit man to bold the position he fills. I
consider it less to-day, and I think the nuin-
bers of the select committee are of the same
opinion. The Minister for Mfines has en-
dleavured' to throw a mantle of partiality
over my share of the proceedings of the
select committee. I regret the Minister is
not in his sent, because in his defence of his
friend Dr. Anderson lie was inclined to he
unfair 1o mue. The Minister is unfortunate
in t),^ teleetion of his friends. First he had
Mr, xernvlas of Wyndhtam fame. Then he
hadl Mr. TIedges of the new wood line, and
new "ep has Dr. Anderson of Claremont.
ProW 'iv in the defence of his latest friend

hie may mneat with the same misfortune as
that which overcame him in his endeavour to
defend the other gentlemen. When on the
second occasion this year I -moved in the
direction of securing n inquiry into the con-
duct of the Hospital for the Insane, the
Colonial Secretary in his reply to me on Sep-
tember 24th said that the points raised
by me were founded on misrepre-
senitation. and exaggeration and were
untrue. He also stated that I had
taken an active part in mchl of the
trouble which occurred over the isolation at
the institution. That was the opinion of the
Col onial Secretary onl that occasion.

The Colonial Secretary: You did take an
active part.

Mr. JONES: The Colonial Secretory has
not rend any of the evidence if he says that.
If he 2-cds the evidence hie will realise that
the men whlo left that institution during the
isolation amid wvho gave evidence, stated that
I advisedi themn not to leave the institution
unless they left in a body. I advised them to-
be as solid its the members of thle Govern-
imeut are when anything that affects vested
interests is proposed by this side of the
House.

T he Colonial Secretary: It is a pity they
did not take yeur advice.

Mr. JONES: Had they taken the advice
I gave them this trouble with regard to the
isolation would never have arisen. The evi-
deones will show exaetly the part that I took
withi regard to the men who were in isolation.
I gave then; noa advice as to comling oct.

The Premnier: What is it that you want
frm the Government now? Do you want to
dictate n-hat we should do?

Mr. JONES: The Premier is rather unkind
in suggesting that I want to be at dictator.

The Premier: What is it thenY
Mir. JONES: I ani merely a cyphier in this

niatter. I becaen a member of the select
committee somnewhat reluctantly and my
selection was also against the wish of bon.
niemners opposite, who, led by the Govern-
mneat Whip, did their best to keep nie off the
commiittee by organliSing a 'Vote against Me.
I went on that committee as a biassed man
and when the report was drawn up I merely
acquiesced inl it.

The Premier: Are n-c to give effect to
eiervthing that is passed?

Mfr. JONES: It would be a wise timing if
the Goveinment gave effect to the recon-
mimedatious of the select committee.

M1Tr. Angelo: You sounded the alarm; yoa-
mire the Big Ben.

Mr. JONES: That is all 1 did. Other
members of the select cominitteo will admit
that I was the quietest amember of that com-
mittee. I attended every meeting and
watched the proceedings to see that the In-
spector General did not take any unfair ad-
vantage. Just the same, I was not able
wholly to prevent him. He got a copy of all
the evidence taken, and he discussed it freely
with sonic of the attendants at the institution.
WeA' allowed hin to call every tittle of evi-
doee lie wanted: we refused him nothing.
But T complain that whereas lito was allowed
a copy of the evidence to peruse in conSl-
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deuce, hie discussed it with junior attendants
at the hospital and put them wise as to what
the other attendants were saying.

.Mr. Angelo : Sonic of the attendants con-
tradicted that.

Mr. JONES: But others did not.
Mr. Angelo: They gave evasive answers.
Mr. JONES: N~aturally, because of the

'prospect of their being vietimised by the In-
spector General. The hon. member would
give evasive answers if his biread and butter
depended onl it. I complain of the despotic
attitude the Inspector General has adopted.
The Premier wishes to know what part of
the recommnendations I would have him give
effect to. ]ft he would give us an undertaking
that the last doause of the report, that which
deals with the appointment of a board to con-
trol the institution, shall be adopted, person-
ally I do not think anything else would
be needed. Even St. Luke himself would
have been corrupted by being placed in the
position of the Inspector General, who has
unlimited ?ontrol of lu1nacy in this State.
His ward is never qunestioned. He has the
power of life and death over the 1,100 un-
furtunates in his control. He has the right
to say w-hether they shall or shall niot be
permitted to leave the institution. In those
circumstances any man would become tyran-
ifeal and desipotic, would acquire all the ob-
jectionable chiaracter-istics of a tyrant if
allowed to renmin in that position.

lion. T. Walker: What a contrast be-
tweeni himi and the into Dr. Montgomery.

The Premier: The late Dr. Montgomery
is dead.

H~on. P. Collier: The then Government
did not look far for a successor, but took
-the first at hand.

[Mr. Stubbs resumed the Chair.]

Mr. JONES: The key-note of the po-
sition is expressed in question 172 of the
evidence, when the Inspector General was
asked, in regnrd to discharges from the in-
stitution-

'Does not that mnouth 's probation re-
liove you of any great responsibility if
you let a mnan ont and he goes mad?

'The reply of the Inspector General to the
question practically focuses the whole of the
investigation in regard to the management
on to the concluding clause of the select
committee's recommendations. The replyr
to the question was this-

I am responsibl6e: I formi an opinion as
to the patient's condition. If a man eonm-
mitted suicide it could be said to me,
''You are supposed to know something
about mental diseases, yet look at tire mis-
take you have made." I have that much
responsibility.

The whole position is bovrilised into that one
answer. The Inspector Genera! has the sole
responsibility of saying whether a man shall
or shalt not go out. If hie is not able to
decide that a patient is fit to go out, is hae
going to let him out and so condemn him-
self in the eyes of the world? Place a man
in as position where he is responsible to none

but himself-he is not going to take any
risks at all of prejudicing his professional
reputation by letting a patient out. Pe r-
sonally I would oppose the appointmeant of
Dr. Anderson to any position whatever in the
institution. To that extent I am candid, I
do not consider that he is a fit man or that
he has the necessary qualifications, But
even if my point of view is not acceptable
to the Government, if they are anxious to
retain Dr. Anderson in his position, just as
the Government of the day were manifestly
anxious to appoint him to that position-

The Minister for Works: You know that
there were no doctors to be obtained any-
where in tme world at the tim

Mj. JONES: But why appoint him per-
niunently? WhVy could he not have been ap.
pointed temporarily until a more fitting muss
wams available?

Hon. P. Collier : All other appointments
to the Public Service made during the war
wore temporary appointmrents.

Mr. JONES: Is there another ease in the
Thiblic Service of this State where a highly
salaried position was permanently filled dur-
ing the continuiance of the war? Dr. nder-
somi was appointed when all the best of our
medical mnn were away at the Front. Dr,
Anderson at so time made any attempt to
go to the Front himself, but was careful
to have his papers marked by the then
Colonial Secretary, "~This man cannot be
s pared.'' And while all the medical men
who could be spared were facing the risks
of the trenches, Dr. Anderson wormied his
way into the position of Tnspector General
of the Insane. This is the man whom the
Minister for Mines and other Ministers are
prepared to defemnd now. They are prepared
to allege that I have h bias against Dr.
Anderson. Of course I have a bias against
him. I would not respect myself if I had
not.

The Premier: Are you not going to let
the Committee consider this report?

Hon. T. Walker: Sulrely we are entitled
to a word from the Colonial Secretary to-
)light.

liTon. P. Collier: Does the Premnier think
that we are school children and that we will
let the Estimates go through without any
explanation fronm the Colonial Secretary?
Every member of the Commiittee who has
spoken has criticised tire management of
thme Lunacy Department, and the Minister
has not a word to say onl the subject.

The Colonial Secretary: I am awaiting
en opportunity to reply. You need inoet worry
about that.

Mr. JONES: I do not want to go over
ground which has already been traversed, but
I cannot help calling to mind the obstacles
which were placed in the way- of the ap-
isoiritment of this select committee. I cannot
help calling to mind how the attempt mande
by inc last session to get a Royal Coninmis-
sion appointed to inquire into lunacy admuin-
istration was defeated. I well remember
hlow that motion was pitch forked about, up
and down the Notice Paper. While I am
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quite prepared to trust the Premier, I do
not1 know that I trust all the members of the
Government,

The Minister for Works: Not met
Mr. JONES: Yes, I will trust the Minis-

ter for Works in such a ease as this. But
when I bear in mind that the Inspector
General of the Insane has a violent partisan
in the person of the Minister for Mines, I
do net feel disposed to let this thing go
without some sort of protest and without
an endeavour to deal with the need for a
definite assurance that the House will have
an adequate opportunity to discuss the select
committee's report before the session closes.
There is no use masking the matter.

The Premier: Of course the House will
have an opportunity to discuss the report.

Mr. JONES: This hour of the early morn-
ing when members are tired is not a fit
time for the discussion of the report. We
know that once these Estimates are through,
the Minister's troubles about whether this
report is discussed!

The Premier: You are quite wrong, 1
assure you.

The Minister for Works: You are only
insinuating that.

Mr. JONES: I insinuate it because of the
manner in which my previous motion was
pitchforked about.

Hon, P. Collier: We are taking no risks,
even though we shall have another chance to
discuss the matter.

The Premier: To have two discussions on
it would he absurd.

Hon. P. Collier: It is not good strategy
to take unnecessary risks.

The Premier: You are not taking any
risks whatever.

Hon. P. Collier:- The fact is that we
on this side have been too easy over these
Estimnstes, and nowv you want to take advan-
tage of it and get things througb without
any explanation. There has not been a word
from the Colonial Secretary this evening.

The Minister for Works: You do not give
him a chance.

The CHAJRM&N: Order!I
Mr. .TONES: In speaking on the motion

for the appointment of a Royal Commis-
sion, which was the form of inquiry first
asked for, the Colonial Secretary said, refer-
ring to the -returned soldier Edwards who
was not only discharged but was dogged by
the Inspector General of the Insane in an
endeavour to prevent him from securing em-
ployment, that as regards this officer there
wore circumstances connected with the ease
which would not stand repetition. That
-remark of the Minister is founded on exag-
geration and misrepresentation, and has no
basis of truth. I am not saying that the
Colonial Secretary was exaggerating or mis-
representing; but I do assert that the man
-who gave the Colonial Secretary that infor-
mation was exaggerating and misrepresent-
ing, was not speaking the truth. The Com-
mittee knows full well where the information
come from, knows full well that it was given

to the Colonial Secretary by the Inspector
Ueneral himself. This fact bears out the
contention of the member for North-East
Fremiantle that a Minister is unable to obtin
direct knowledge of the whole managemeat
of this institution and that a Minister who
wants information on a subject, say for the
purpose of replying to a question asked in
this Chamber, is solely and wholly dependent
upon the actual head, the Inspector General
of the Insane.

The Premier: We will give you an oppor-
tunity to discuss this report; It could not
be otherwise in so serious a matter.

Mr. Jones: But when will that opportunity
be given?

The Premier: Before the session closes.
.Mr. JON ES: The members of the select

cornmuittee have put so much time and thought
into the compilation of the evidence and the
Freparotion of the report that they are natur-
ally anxious to see some tangible result
from their efforts. I am satisfied with
this report, which was drawn up by the
other members of the select com-
mittee and in which I concurred. I wish
to einpbasise that fact. I do not
want Ministers to think that the report
discloses any spirit of revolutionary Bol-
shievism. I concurred in the report after it
had been drawn up by the other members of
the select committee, and the Government
cannot charge any of those other members
with holding fierce revolutionary views.

The Premier: You will have an oppor-
tulnity of discussing the report before Par-
liament rrorognes. Members have only just
receivedI the report.

MUr. JONES: -I shall be satisfied if the
Premier will agree to report progress before
we go on to the items. Then hon. members
will h~ave an opportunity to read the report,
and to-moarrow they will be able to discuss the
items with a knowledge of its contents.
Tf tlhe Premier is prepared to report pro-
gress now, I shall defer the balance Of my
remarks.

The Premier: To meet your convenience
we shall sit, if necessary, for three months,
to allow you to discuss it.

Mr. JONES: 'Will the Premier report
progress nowY

The Premier: No.
Eon. T. Walkecr: It will save time to-

morrow.
The Premier: What have the Estimates

to do with this report?
Mr. JONES: 'We ore asked to deal with

the Estimates when our minds are tired. It
is my duty to discuss this question, but it is
a greater hardship for me to have to discuss
it than for members to listen to me.

Hon. T. Walker: If we pass the Esti-
mates,' we shall be voting the salary of flr.
Andcrson.

Mr. JONES: Surely members are entitled
to time to consider the report 1

TIhe Premnier: TIhe House will vote the
salary, whatever you do.

Hon. T. Walker: I dare say.
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The Premier: Four months of it must
be voted. Yon will get an opportunity to
discuss the report.

Mr. JONES: There is no guarantee that
the Committee will vote Dr. Anderson's
salary.

The Premier: Four months of it must be
voted.

Mr. JONES: We night cut out some of
the other eight months. There is still a
sum of £:500 to deal with.

The Minister for Works: Are you going
to move to reduce the salary?

Mr. JONES: I want' members to have
an opportunity to study this report, so that
they will know what they are doing. This
is a simple request. Members of the select
committee have had only this one oppor-
tunity to give an explanation of the report,
and they have pointed out that if members
were given till to-morrow to study the re-
port, they would be able to deal intelligently
with the Estimates.

The Premier: Another 20 minutes will
bring us to to-morrow.

Mr. JONES: I mean after a night's
rest, when we shall feel rejuvenated in mind
and capable of dealing with the report, in-
stead of handling it in the jaded, tedious
way I inn compelled to do. 'When I moved
the motion -for the appointment of a Royal
Commission-the motion was amended to
make tile inquiry, by select committee-the
Colonial Secretary accused me of misrepre-
sentation and exaggeration. In the light of
the evidence taken by the select committee,
I have read carefully the "'Hansard'" re-
port of my remarks on that occasion, and T
am satisfied that everything I alleged has
been proved. I should like ,nembers to have
an op~portunity to judge for themselves
whether I made any untrue statements, any
exaggerated statements, or any statements
which could be designated misrepresenta-
tions.

The Premier: Igo one has accused you of
anything.

Mr. JONES: The Colonial Secretary
himself accused me and in a very vigorous,
virile and violent manner. Hie licensed me
of misrepresentation and exaggeration in
daring to Ask that the affairs of the Hos-
pital for the Insane be inquired into, in
daring to say that a Government institu-
tion--

The Minister for Works: You have had
an inquiry by select committee, why not
deal with f-he findings?

Mr. JONES: I amn prepared to deal
with the matter now, but other members
have not had the same opportunity to con-
sider the evidence, and I want the Govern-
ment to give them this opportunity before
they consider any of the items on the Esti-
mates. In moving the motion which led to
the appointment of the select committee, I
was particular not to traverse much of the
ground which I bad covered in the previous
session in 'pointing out that things were not
well with the institution. One point I did

refer to was the matter of Croton oil, which
I stated was administered to thle patients
as a means of restraint. This is probably
one of the points which the Colonial
Secretary said was based on misrepre-
sentation and exaggeration. I emphatically
submit that the whole of the statements I
made with regard to Croton oil as a means
of restraint have been proved absolutely by
the evidence tendered to the select commit-
tee. Perhaps the evidence which bears out
my statement most strongly is that of the
storekeeper, from which we found that no
fewer than 150 dloses of Croton oil per year
had been given to patients during the last
five years. When we consider exactly what
Croton oil is, and when we consider the ef-
fect it has on patients-well perhaps I had
better leave tile evidence to speak for itself.
The member for Subiaco (Mr. Brown) ques-
tioned Dr. Montgomery, assistant medical
officer at the Wooroloo Sanatorium, and
elicited the following information:-

Is Croton oil used generally as a purga-
tivel-No, never, but it is used in all
mental hospitals and all head eases all
over the world. It is a perfectly legitimate
treatment.

The purpose of it is to soothe the
brain 1-Yes, you may put it that way.
Croton oil is used in mental hospitals all
over the world. When a patient is suffer-
ing from acute mania, you give him three
minims of Ciroton oil. It is so much better
than using restraint.

I did not ask the doctor to make that state-
nient. He made it in reply to questions
put to him by the member for Slibiaco. I
dlid not put the words into his mouth. He
bears out the very point I made, that Croton
oil was used as a means of restraint. Dr.
Montgomery went further and said, '"It is
so mutch better than using restiainL'' The
member for Subiaco further questioned the
doctor-

Then, if we were told it was given as a
purgative, that would be a childish state-
ment?--It is never given as a purgative.
No one would dream of using it as such.
It is a drastic purgative, bat there is no
need to use it for that purpose as we have
all the other purgatives.

.If I understand the evidence aright, it would
seem that the administering of Croton oil
must be a kind of super method of restraint,
which is better than a straight jacket or
padded room, or the use of sheets to tie pat-
ients down.

Mr. Teesdale: It would be far more hu-
mane than anything of that sort.

Mr. JONES: I very much question
whether it is. There is one point in the evi-
dence which stands out clearly and that is
the class consciousness of members of the
medical profession. There is no closer union
and no more solid organisation of men in
n"'v p'-ofessioa or trade in the world than
that amongst members of the medical pro-
fession. It does not matter whether it he
murder or bigamy, members of the medical
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profession stand by one another to the end.
None of thle mnedical witnesses would actually
admit that croton oil had a bad effect. It
would be interesting to have a report f urn-
ished of the number of deaths in the Hospi-
tal for thle Insane during the period covered
by the report of the cornmiittee, the causes
of these deaths, and how large a. proportion
of these patients died as a result of dysen-
tery.

Mr. Dulf: Or croton oil.
Mr. JONES: A doctor would, not call it

croton oil. A anf may be kicked to death
in the Perth mental hospital, or be may have
his ribs broken so that they perforate his
lungs and cause death, but the doctor certifies
that the patient has died from a totally dif-
ferent cause. I wonder if there is any
analogy between the giving of this croton
oil and the numtber of deaths that have oc-
curred at this institution. The cases in
which croton oil are administered, we were
informed by thle Inspector General, were very
few, amounting practically to one or two in
tile year. Yet we have evidence that somne-.
thing like 150 dloses a year are given. I
would call that more than a few,

Mr, Teesdale: It is only I% per cent.
Mr. Munsie: We were told there were four

doses iii two years.
Mr. fluff: It is a perfectly legitimate

treatment.
Mr. JONES: So the doctors say. Dr.

Montgomery was asked this question-
Do you think that the prescribing of

croton oil should be done entirely by a doc-
tor or under a doctor's instructions.

The witness answered-
Certainly. It is not a drug that you canl

use ithoeut discrimuination.
Onl the one hand we have the Inspetor Gen-
eral saying that only four doses have been
given inl two years, and on the other band
we have evidence as to the amount of Croton
oil consumned.

The Minister for Works: Amongst 1,1.00
patients throughout the year.

Mr. JONES: According to the Tnspector
General only two dlosws were given in a year;
but according to the quantity consumed we
have 150 (loses. It would be interesting to
know -who administered all these doses and
who got the other 148 doses. Dr. Mont-
gomery stands behind his brother profes-
sionials and keeps tip the solidarity of the
electors' union.

Thle Minister for Works: You agree with
that.

Mr. JONES: [1 agree with solidarity. Dr.
Montgomery says that croton oil should only
be given by a doctor, He elser says that a
doctor should prescribe it before it is given,
and yet .148 doses of crton. oil a year are
not accounted for.

The Premier: You havec told us that six
times.

Mr. JONES: I protest against this form
of interjection. I have not said that six
times, and the Premier is endeavouring to
put urn in the wrong so that I may be called
to order for repetition. It is may duty to

deal with the report of the select committee
and endeavour to call the attention of the
few omeinbers present to the evidence. Croton
oil has been used at the institution without
the knowvledge of the doctors. That indi-
cates a lack of management which seems to
mie appallig.

Mr. Duff: Have you any proof of thati
Mr. JONES: The only proof is that the

doctor says two doses were given in a year
and, we find that 150 doses were consumed,
leaving 1.48 'loses unacconted for. This
speaks for itself. Either the doctor is telling
an untruth--

Mr. Duff: Did yen get that information
from sontic of thle dismissed attendants?

Mr. JONES: We got it front the store-
keeper who is one of your pal Anderson~s
satellites, or pimps if tire lion. member lies.
We got it from one of his own men.

The Aiinister for Work-si Whet is eroton
oil?

Mir. JONES: Everything I have said and
every allegation I have made in asking for
thle appointment of a select comnaittee has
been proved by the evidence. In spite of the
fact that the Colonial Secretary said there
was exaggeration and miisrepresentationt, I
submiit that the statements which I made have
been borne out by the witnesses, by the imen
i'ho are still working at the institution, by
those who htave coice forward fearlessly to
give et'idence, knowing that imuiedintely tlte
effects of this inquiry have blown over some
excuse will he found by thle Inspector Con-
oral-if lio is still there-to get rid of themi
antd victimise themr in thle service, as lie has
rdoiie with returned soldiers who have left the
staff, it thle course of the first debate it is
curious to note that the whole of the matters
whir-h I brouiight forward, matters of insoffi-
ce tt atte-ndants, insufficient washing atcomi-
inodation, lack of' antiseptics, the fact that
the alarms did nlot connect uip with the rooms,
aitd other questions-all these things wore
denied 1)y the Minister then representing the
Colonial Secretary with just as much vigottr
as the Colonial Secretary himself used when
denying the aillegations I itave miade onl this
occ asion. All these have been investigated,
and all have beeni proved. I cannot find that
one charge T enideavonred to mnake against
the imanagemient of the institution has net
beeit borne out in, every detail by the evidence
which was taken before the select coummittee.
It is ain unfortunate thing that matters of
deep seriousness, like thte one tinder discus-
herii should create amusemeint for thle nmom-

brfor Claremiont. ft is regrettable that
the ]tel. niemuber is not able to realise that
the lives of thle unfortunate individuals who
are at the Claremont iiiStitntienl are practi-
cally imi his hands. The 'Minister for Works
a little while back asked. incwhat crotun oil
was. I have now been able to secure the
I'Encyclopled ia Brit annica,'I' which is a
pretty reliable publication, and for the edifi-
cation of tire Minister, I will. read nt it
has to say. [Article descriptive ot croton oil
read.: -1 think that is a fairl- complete de-
scription of eroten oil and its effects on pa-
tients. The writer of the article permits of
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its being administered to the insane, but
allows as a dose only one-fourth of a drop,
whereas at the institution two drops are
allowed. Wle found on the evidence not only
that eroton oil is administered to the patients
in quantities four times greater titan allowed
by the writer of the article in the ''Eney-
clopedia, ]ritannica "-with, of course, effects
on the intestines four times as bad as those
described by that writer-but thiat the pa-
tients have beeni placed ink cells and givenc
bread and water for periods tip to 14 days.
Such evidence is a very strong argument for
the board of, management recommended by
the select committee. Under the British Act,
no patient caii be placed in restraiat for
more than 12 hours without notice being
given to the Commissioners in Lunacy. It
submit that if a board such as that recoin-
mended by the select commnittee were ap-
pointed, a lot of the restraint now imposed
upon, the patients would be removed. Dr.
Montgomery, who has had considerable ex-
pc-rienee in mental work in Great Britain,
stated to the select committee that he had
never used a straight jacket or locked a pa-
tient in a padded cell; yet at Claremont
every night numbers of patients are locked
in separate cells. Are they in a hospital or
in a gaol? Over the entrance gates of the
Hospital for the Insane should he written in
large letters, ''Abandon hope all ye who enter
here.'' The patients, without apparent cause
except that they are liable to be violent, are
locked in a cell every night. On the evidence
we found that the ablest alienists in the Old
Country, Instead of using restraint, believe
that if one attendant cannot manage a pa.-
tient, two should be put on. But Dr. Ander-
sont for somle reason or other has endeavoured
to cut down the number of his Staff nd has
had only one man on duty in wards where
there are noisy, homicidal, and suicidal
ratients; and to permit of their being con-
trolled by only one man, many of them are
separately locked up f or the night. They would
be better off in gaol. They would be happier
and have more freedoum in the Fremantle
prison titan Under the present Inspector
General at Claremont. Every timce an en-
deavour line been macle to bring forward
the claimis of the asylum for a larger staff
of attendants on nighit duty, the Inspector
General has put' uip so~me specious reason
why those claims shnuld not be granted. I
regret that I was. nut with the select coin-
nilittec at the time they visited the mental
'ward at the Peith public hospital. At the
time of that visit. two attendants were on
duty in the mtental ward; and from the coin-
mittee's report one would be led to believe
that thAt is now a permanent arrangement.
But that arrangement obtains only on rare
occasions, although one of the strongest in-
commendantions of the 'Royal Commission
on the Andluach case was that two atten-
deants should be constafiitly on ditty at the
Perth mental ward. One of those rare occa-
sions, strangely enough, was the occasion
alsu of the select committee's visit to the
ward. I do not say anything special was
done then, because it was a surprise visit.

But I do say that the present arrangement
really is to assign two attendants froml Claye-
mioat to the Perth mental ward-each doing
12 hours' duty, one during the day and the
other during the night. If the ward con-
tains more than thiree or four patients, in-
eluding cases inclined to be violent, the at-
tendants there are allowed to ring up the
Claremont institution in order to obtain the'
assistance of a third attendant; acid la the
meantime the Perth -public hospital is sup-
posed to supply an orderly pending the ar-
rival of that third attendant, In many in-
stances-one of themi ocecurred as recently as
August of this year-it has been impossible
to raise an orderly from the Perth public
hospital; and this has resulted in onec at-
ten dant being put into hospital and two
others heing injured. Those three cases have
happened since August last. The facts I
have stated make it plain that there is ab-
isolute necessity for the stationing of two
attendants for day duty and two for night
ditty att the Perth mental ward permanently.
The danger arising to patients and atten-
dants alike from having only one attendant
on duty In that ward cannot be too strongly
insisted upon. There is, of course, a differ-
ence in attendants; and here let inn- say that
[ tully agree with the membn er for Suibiaco
that age and size of attendants should be
taken into account. It is impossible that a
boy of I8 or 19 should give the best measure
of effieieney in attending on niental defee-
tires. Earlier in the debate some hon. mem-
ber interjected, ''Why were not returned
soldiers obtained to fill the positions of the
attendants who walked out during the iso-
lation period?'' I am sorry if I offended
tme ears of the member for Sabiaceo by a
word which I was forced to use, but I want
to tell him that that was the way in which
the soldiers themselves put the matter. Their
actual words were, "1Those men who walked
omit were returned men, and we cannot scab
on our cebbers." However, the vacancies
were immediately filled by boys-the only
men put en being, I believe, men who had
worked on the Fremantle wharf and of the
class whom the member for Hamnans, when
refering to them here, forcibly describes as
scabs. The" question of the reinstatement
of the attendants who walked out during
the isolation period should be taken into ac-
count while these Estimates are being con-
sidered. As the report expresses it, these
mna left in accordance with the decision of
the majority of the attenidnts at theHospital
for the Tasane. In his speech on umy, mooion
asking for the appointment of a Royal Comn-
missimi the Colonial Secretary-again
guided by the false blac-k hand of the In-
spector General-said that at the meetings
of the attendants two or three voted one
way and two or three another way, while
the majority dlid not Vote at all. If he
reads the evidence given before the select
ernimittee., evidence in the course of whielt
v'n-iolr. witnesses strongly corroborate one
another, he will find that a fairly represen-
tative meetig decided by a majority of
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three to one that the whole of the attendants
should walk out. I do not eare what shade
of political opinion a member Dray profess,
I do not care what his particular views may
be upon industrial problems, but I am sure
a spirit of solidarity amongst men must ap-
peal to bin,. The man who stands by Iris
mates has tire'respct of everybody. When
the attendants went to the gate on that
occasion on which I am alleged to have made
an inflammatory speech-

Mr. Pickering: Was-that the only oc-
casion on which you made an inflaminatory
speechl

Mr. JONES: I have made inflammatory
speechres, and believe that I shall make them
again; but I did irot make one onl that ocea-
sron. Oir that particular occasion I mrerely
appealed to the iren to stand together. I
said to themn that if they wanted to go out,
they should go out in a body; that if they
wanted to stay in, they should stay in as a
body. T trust I shall never advise men to
do anything that I, am riot prepared to do
myself. f would not take such a position as
that taken the other evening by the member
for Sussex, when he chamrpioned the gay
houses of Roe-stret.

Mr. Pickering: Mr. Chairmran, I must ask
for a withdrawal of tlrat statement. I have
never championed the gay houses of Roe-
street. I ask for anl apology at the same
time.

The CHAIRMAN: Thre inember for Sus-
sex amks for a withdrawval.

Mr. JONES Then I certainly withdraw
the remark.

Mfr. Troy: I thiuk the hou. member ought
to explain. He has objected to the ex-
pressionu, "~gay houses in Ro-tre
Whrat is the difference between gay houses
in Roe-street and gay houses in Harvest
terrace? Why does he seek a withdrawal
and an apology?

Mr. Brown;: This is a gay house.
Mr. JONES: I should like to have an ex-

planation fronm the Iron1. member but, in
deferenco to the Chair, I shall withdraw.
Tire whole of the attendants decided to
take certain action and, when they met at
the gate, sonme of thern thoughrt the other
fellows were going to stick to tlreir word.
They thought they were men of their word.
It was just like menmbers of this House
deciding to vote in a certain way, crossing
the floor to (10 so, and then finding that
some members had twisted and remained
behind. This was the position they took
up. A motion was carried that the attend-
ants should abide by the decision of the
majority and the result now is, apparently,
that these 'nen who went out are to be
starved and not permitted to get a living
anywhrere, so far as the Government are
concerned. They are to be forced to their
knees in the muad before they are permitted
to have a crust of bread to live on. The
Government cannot put up any defence.
They cannot offer any excuse for their
action in regard to these men, whose only

crime was that they were true to their
mnates and abided by a majority decision
of their comrades. They are to be penal-
ised, victimised, and refused positions any-
where where positions are offering for all
time. This is a point on which the Colonial
Secretary has got to make a decided state-
ruent. The select committee have recom-
mended that these men be taken back as
vacancies occur. These 'Den, being returned
soldiers who have learned in a pretty hard
school .what comradeship means, who
have learned while fighting for Australia in
the trenches what it means to stand to-
gether, these men are being penalised and
victimised. Some of these men have not
done any work since. They have not had
an opportunity to get work and, even when
some of then, have got work, as Edwards
did at the Old Mlen's Honme, there was a
conversation on the 'phone between the
nuaster of the home and the Inspector Gen-
eral; a midnight ride was taken to the
unmder secretary's residence in order to try
to get this man sacked and put on the
street because he had dared to stand true
to what his comrades hadl decided.

[Mr. Munsie took the Chair.]

The Mlinister for Works: Whom do you
blame for that?

Mr. JONES: To a certain extent, I blame
the apathy of the Government. I do not
say their intentions were bad but I blame
them for allowing themselves to be led by
a despotic anid tyrannous individual like
the Inspector Genera!.

The Honorary Minister : That is why
Edwards is ir his job to-day.

Mr. JONES: Although the Government
have shown apathy in the past, I do not
think they will continue to do So.-

Tile Minister for Works: Not if they get
a little eroton oil.

Mr. JONES : The Government might
show that they are sincere in their pro-
testations regarding what they intended to
do for the men who went to the war.
Nothing was to be too good for our soldiers.
Here is a chance for the Government to
show it. Of the attendants who filled tihe
places of the returned soldiers who walked
out, many of them are boys and
manny of them~ are men who are not in
tire samne street for ability and efficiency
as the men whose places they have taken.
I say these boys, who are unfitted for the
job, could be dispensed with. Their ap-
pointments have not been made permanent
yet, and the older men could he reinstated
straight away. The Government will not
suffer indignity if they do this. There will
be no sacrifice of any principle. On the
contrary, they will be sacrificing principle
if they do not adopt this course. The
whole question has been thoroughly in-
qinired into by the committee and new that
the inquiry is over, the Government would
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show a humane discretion if they allowed
these men to be reinstated straight away.

The Minister for Works: We will give it
lair consideration,

Mr. JONES.- I thank the Minister for
that assurance, and shall now feel very
innuch more contented on that particular
point. Regarding the attendants who were
dismissed, a very peculiar ease was that of
attendant Roe, another returned soldier,
who was accused of having gone out
through the fence to talk to his. wife and
-returned to the institution again.

Hon. P. Collier: A terrible crime

Mir, JONES: Members have to remember
that most of these attendants were married
men. They had been away from their
-wives for soine time, merely seeing them
through the fence at a distance. I put it
to members, how would they have behaved
in the same circumstances? The attendants
might certainly have made appointments
'with some of the pretty nurses, but most of
-them were married men and remained true
to their wives. The ease of Roe shows up
in a particularly clenr light the elnarac-
-ter of the Inspector General. According
to the evidence, Roe purchased some
oranges at the canteen, met his wife at the
fence, pushed the oranges through one by
-one and stood talking with her for some
little time. When about to return to his
quarters he saw some dark figures watch-
ing him; someone was sleuthing him. In

-tine darkness of the night, there stole rusav-
footed upon himi the Inspector Generail of the
Insane. That is the only resemblance the
Ispector General has to the pussyfoots
who are talking prohibition in the United
States. Thne Inspector General flatly
accused Roe of having been out. I asked
tine Inspector General, "Did you see Roe
conic in,,, and he -replied that he did not
-but that he had put a mark on the palings
and, when he looked at the particular paling,
the mark had not heen disturbed; conse-
quently Roe must have been out. Here is
ant instanc of tine despotic tyranny of this
individual, Dr. Anderson. Hec could not
say Roe had been out, hint because the par-
ticular paling where Roe said ho had pushed
the oranges throughi to his wife had not
been disturbedl, Dr. Andersoin said Ike mnust
have been out. Dr. Anderson did not ee
where Roe caine from. ]T c, junst saw hinn
walking along the fence where hie had been
talking to his wife, and straightway fin c-
eaused him of having been out. Roe denied
that he hand been out, but ])r. Anderson
maintained that lie had been wxit. Then it
was a- ease of "off with his head: -push hinn

*th rough the -fence; Lrood-bye! "' Tine leader
of the Opoosition said Dr. Anderson was not
fit to he in charge of a party of black fel-
lows. Of course hep is not. He is not fit
to be in charee of the herd of rigs ait Clare-
mont. What kind of justice is this: what
kind of treatment bas he ineted out to men
-who have been away fighting on the battle-

fields of France against just this sort
of tyranny. This sumis up his atti-
tude to Roe, " Because I say you have
been out, you have been out, so out
you go again." We cannot for a
moment tolerate a man who is guilty of this
sort of thing. Should we be surprised that
the 19 men who walked out had sufficient
nmanliness to defy a man who belhaved in this
childish, hysterical way?

The Minister for Works: Did the doctor
admit th~at?

Mir. JONES: Yes. I consider this is one
of the finest pieces of proof wa have as to
tine character of the individual who holds
tine office of Inspector General, with the
power of life and dentn ever these loon. I
shall quote the evidence for the benefit of
the MAinister for Works. I observe that the
Kmiister for Works is so greatly interested
lit thne matter that he has left the Chamber.
The case of Roe demonstrates very clearly
the Inspector General's ideas of justice. The
case of Mlc~owan has been dealt with fairly
fully by the member for North-East Pre-
mlantle. All through tine evidence every-
tiing bears witness to the fact that 'Once a
rian in tine position of the Inspector General
is given this awful and uinnatural power it
tends to make him somewhat of a despot.
Even tine best of mien will, if inclined to be
tyrannical, become despots if they hold
suich power, dlespots compared with whom tine
late lanmnted Kaiser and tne late lamented
Czar "Nicholas would be mere children. Con-
sequently I1' hope the Comnmitten will in their
wisdomn decide that the last -recommendation
cointa-ined in the report will be given effect
to, namiely, that the Inspector General is
met a fit and proper person to hold his posi-
tion. The behaviour of this gentleman has
been described as that of a wild beast of
the forest, and it nnny be necessary as a
protest against it to move that his salary
be reduced.

-The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. F.
T1. Bronn-Bcverlcy) [.12.45 nxi.]: I am
sorry T hisiv to reply at this late hour.

Honl. P. Collier: You will Close the general
discussion on this portion of the Estimates.

The CH-AIRMAN.\: If the Minister replies
lie will close the discussion.

Mr. Troy: I should like to 'have something
to say on this matter but have no desire to
speak at anly great length.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I think it is time to
report progress. I move-

That progress be reported and ileave
asked to sit again.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result-

Ayes
Noes

litajorit ;y against 8
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AYES. see his wvife, who was about to undergoa
Mr. Angwin
Mr. Collier
Mr. Duff
Mr. Jones
Mr. Lutey
Mr. Troy

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Broun
Mr. Brown
Mr. Draper
Mr. Duracc
Mr. George
Mr. Griffiths
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hicknott
Mr. Idaloy

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [12.50]: We
are indebted to those hon. members who de-
voted so imuch tinte to the work of the select
committee, and whose report has been the
subject of discussion to-night. I have been
perusing the report and sonic of thle evi-
dence, and I have come to the conclusion
that the report is mtilder than thle evidence
warrants. it appears that thle committee, in
order to obtain a unanimous report, have
toned down the results of the evidence, and
whilst that may be commendable in some
eases, in cases of this description it is an
action that I cannot approve Of.

Hon. W. C. Angwiu: That is not so.
Mr. TROY: I an' of that opinion. On

one occasion I was guilty of such an error
mnyself. I was chairmuan of a select commit-
tee and in order to secure a unanimous re-
port T allowed my impressions to be set aside
in thle hope that the unaiiimity of the select
committee would have the effect of bring-
ing about an improvement, which was de-
sired in connection with thle matter unader
investigation.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That was not so in'
this case.

Mr. TROY: On reading the evidence of
the Select commnittee into the management
of the Hospital for the Insane, I came
across instances of recorded brutal treat-
ment, and that is what makes me arrive at
thne conclusion thtat the report is too mild.
The select committee was appointed after
considerable opposition, particularly from
tlte Ministry, but I am satisfied now that a
very good thing was done when the select
comtmittee was asked to make these investi-
gations. The evidence bears out that Dr.
Anderson did that, which I on other occa-
sions haive said was conteomptible, in connec-
tion with the ease of Edwards. Having dis-
missed him, Dr. Anderson pursued him in
order to secure his further dismissal from
the Old Men's Home. Mr. Milner stated in
evidence that had lie been in the position of
Edwards lie would have followed exactly the
same course as Edwards did. Edwards wrote
a letter respectfully begging permission to

Mr. Walker
Mr. Willeock
Mr. Wilson
Mr. O'Logltlen

(Teller.)

NOES.
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Money
Yr. Nair.
Mr. Pickering
Mr. Seaddan
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Willmott
Mr. Hardwlckc

(Teller.)

serious operation. That permission was re-
fused hImn. Dr. Anderson denied that
Edwards had written thle letter, but we now
know that the letter was written, and it ap-
pears in the evidence. Thus Dr. Anderson has
been proved, to be unreliable and despotic,
and it is not in the best interests of the
State that hie should have the supreme power
he possesses over the Claremont institution.
Furthermiore, his treatment of McGowan was
IUworthy. He dispensed with McGowan's
services owing to that unfortunate man's ill-
health, nd it is now stated that he die-
itlisse( hin, for some other reason. I
have also read the evidence of a wo-
mun who was formerly an inmate of
the institution, and who is now mar-
ried and apparently in good health. I must
accept her evidence as trite iii the absence
of evidence to the contrary. This woman
states that the treatment site received
was inhumainc and it resulted in her having
to undergo a serious operation later on. If
that statement is true, anid there has beeis
nothing to contravert it, the select commit-
tee hase not commented on it sufficiently
strongly. The evidence right through hasl
the impress of truth, anud it represents that
apart front want of proper supervision at
thle hospital the patients have been subjected
to brutal treatment. ft is the worst thing
that could happen !in such an institution.
Both the member for Subiaco (Mr. Brown)
and the member for Wagia. (Mr. Stubbs)
stated to-night that the result of their in-
vestigations shlows that the supervision and
mtaintenance of the Hospital for the Insane
are a scandal, and a reflection onl Parlia-
ment. I do not admit that; because neither
Parliament nor the people had any know-
ledge of the aetjjal state of affairs at the
institution. Fttrthermore, neither the people
nor Parliament had an opportunity for
hewuing the full facts. No reflection
can be east on members of thle House. We
were ignorant of the proceedings at the hos-
pital, the treatment of the patients, the over
crowding, the want of Supervision and of
medical attendance which the select com-
mittee in their report show have obtained at
the asylum. Wilat is going to htappen as tle
resutlt of the report of the select committeef
Is the report to be set aside, as so many r-
ports arel Are these happenings to con-
tine? Is Dr. Anderson to be retained as
Inspector General of the Insainet The select
committee have set out clearly that under
the administration of Dr. Anderson the
position of affairs at the asylum constitute
a scandal. What are the Government going
to do? If what the Select committee has
stated is correct, the Government ought to
be in a position to inform us now what they
propose to do in regard to tite maintenance
of the hospital !it future. We want to know
that to-night. Tn looking over this report I
have been struck by the strong feeling, I
suppose it would be called esprit de eorp,
which exists among the officers of the de-
peartinecnt. Dr. Anderson desires to wreak
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-iris vengeance on somebody. He inspires Mr.
'North, who in turn inspires somebody else.
Dr. Andersen is accused of intemperance.
Mr. North rushes to members of the select

,comnmittee with the information that Dr.
Anderson has never been guilty of intemnper-
ancee. These are the people in whose hands is
the unfortunate Colonial Secretary. Front
these hoe must get his information; and it is
because of the advice of these officers
4and their loyalty to one another that
the strongest opposition was shown in
this House to any inquiry being held.
The Government ought to have some
policy in regard to the asylum. If on this
-Committee rests the responsibility, the Govern-
wrent should give thle Committee an oppor-
'tiity for accepting that resp~onsibility. If
the hospital is overcrowded, lot the Govern-
iricit mnake the amrnouncenrent that they are
going to provide the money necessary for the
-enlargemient of tire building, If the adminis-
tration of the hospital is unsatisfactory, or
if the Inspector General hans his hands too
fall, Jet tire Glovernmnent state now what they
propose to do. The appointment of a board
is recommended by the select committee. If
tme Govermuent propose to improve the con-
ditions ait thre hospital, Jeat uts know now, and
I ant sure thle Oomnmittce will give thle neces-
s8ary QIplroval. I accept no responsaibility
whatever for any scandal that has occurred
in regnrd to the asylum, but I think it is the
duty of the Colonial Secretary to make a
statement to time Committee regarding the
officer apparently responsible and to give the
Committee a lead in the direction of miaking
the hospital worthy of the confidence of this
Parliament and the community.

Mr. LUTilY (Brown Hill-Ivanthoe) [1.101:
It is most regrettable that this important vote
shrouldi, owing to time Government's refusal to
report progress, be discussed at so late an
hour, when members cannot approach the sub1-
ject with fresh minds. I have a lively recol-
lectioni of the almost jocular mannier in which
the matter of the administration of eroton oil
was disposed of by members sitting on tire
(icvernrient benches, at the time tire motion
far the appointment of a Royal Commission
to ioirpire lnto the Claremont Hospital for
the Tusane was under disemussion. It was
treated as if there was -nothing in it. We
were assured that onily four doiss of croton
oil had been given in the instituionm. If tire
,selet commlittee. had donme nothing else , it
-woultd have Justified its amppoimtmerit by un1-
earthing tire fact that about 1.50 doses of
crrrtoa oil have bteen administered to time pa-
-tients at Claremont. Froimi -hue 'ldrryclo-
-predia Britaninica'' I learnl that this peirga-
ltive has very serloirs effects on tire systemi.

M~e shorildi seertaimi how minny of the. Glare-
ar1orit patierrts have died of bowel complaints,
for the adrainistratom of so dangerous a
,drrug, except tinder medical orders, is almost
equivalent to nrrrrder. Let inc read to the
-Commnittee Dr. H-uvli M&onitgomery's evidence
regarding crotun oil-

9607. Was croton oil ever used while
ouwere there (Claremont) 1-I cannot

remrember that they ever did, but it is quite
legitimate treatment. It is nsed in all head
injurries, arid it is a legitimate treatmrenit in
all arental hospitals. Itt a casE of acurte
niania, eroton oil is a perfectly legitinmate
treatet, and it is quite safe.

We hrave it in evidence from the late
head attendant that tire late Dr. Mont-
gomnory never used croton oil unless it was
for a ease of extreme corstipatiea-I
tiik tihat is incorrect, because it is a per--
fectly legitimate treatment. You give a
patient tirree ininimns of eretori oil, arid that
is quite legitimate. That woeld be practi-
cally three drops. It is also used in hread
eases. If a person has concussion and is
unconscious, you put three drops of
erotom oil in burtter arid put it on tire back
of his tonrgue.

Now, thme ''Enyclepmndia Britannica'' says-
Thei roaxirnirm dlose of croton oil is two

rinirins, onre-fourrth of that qurntity being
usurally emrployedi.

Thrat is informration given onl thre very highrest
iredical autho6rity; but it is contradicted by
Dr. Hugh MI-ontgomnery, who says that three
arininis of eroton oil should be administered.
We shlir irral1ce tire fullest inquiry into tire
irtatter. l'rorii thre evidence it is plairn tiat
very drastic treaitment has been adopted at
thre Claremont asylum, and, that fact in itself
jrusrifies thle appoinrtmnent of a Royal Cerarnis-
sit. Tire matter should be sifted to thre very
bottomn, andi the blane placed on tire righrt
asheulders. Again, ne learn that a system of
salutimtg ire been institurted at Claremont.
Are we groing to tolerate that sort of thingi

iMr. Willeuck: Militarism!
Mr. LUTE):> Next we shall have saluting

itt the Railway -Department, aid( then irt thle
Public Works Departmrent. Suich snobbish-
ness ought to be sternly repressed. Threre is
no roori for servility in Anstralia.

The Minister for Works: But civility does
no harm.

Mr. LUTES'- No, certainly riot; hut, irre-
spective of tire accident of position, one tun
is as good as the next in this coutatry. To
salute a irtan ever)- tinre one encounters him
is to show servility. I believe in treating
everybody1 nith manly respect, bet the intro-
doctiom of the saluting system into omrr public
mrstitrmrines is to he resented. Tire evidence
before thre select committee brought to liglht
tire fact tihat a patient who had bien dead
for sonic years still continued to be regularly
reported as ''gradually improving.'' There
meat he- sormethning wrong in an institution
irere srrch a thing is possible.

Mr. Piekerinig: That happenied before Dr.
Anderson 's time of offic.

Air. LUTEY: The incidenrt sents to sug-
gest thint Dr. Anderson had seie occult mnirs
of coanrnrrnieating with that patient in thi
realmns above arid of securing reports of the
tian's spiritual progress. Though the select
cornmaittee hrave shown great eniergy in ob-
taining evidence and have done splendid work,
the chances are that further irrquiry would
bring to lighrt some imore dea'l patients who
go on "timprovieg slightly.'" Perhaps thle
doctors are still in tourch with the celestial
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world and are still receiving reports that
some of the dead men are improving. I hope
that, even at this late hour, the Government
will agree to report progress so that we shall
be able to give this matter the thorough
consideration which the report of the select
comimittee shows is necessary. We should
search every detail of the report and see that
the hospital is beyond reproach, that those
citizens who have relations in the institu-
tion might rest content that the patients are
being properly eared for.

The Honorary Minister: Are you speak-
ing feelingly?

Mr. LUTEY: I have no relations there,
but there are peojple in my constituency who
haie, and they will be thankful to the House
for having appointed the select committee.
People should have the assurance that, when
their relatives come under the care of the
State in an institution like the Hospital for
thle Insane, they will receive adequate and
proper attention. Again I appeal to the
Government to -report progress.

Alr. WILLOOCK (Geraldton) [1.23]: 1
move-

That progress be reported.
Motion put and negatived.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
3. George-Murray-Wellington) [1.24]:-
During the discussion which has taken place,
one thing which has struck me particularly
is the apparent agreement amongst members
of the committee to make charges against
Dr. Anderson. One cannot help thinking
that with all the best of intentions-I have
no idea of imputing anything against the
select. committee-they have not given to an
accused person the opportunity, which is
allowed in all our Jaw courts and at all our
inquiries, to be present and to defend him-
self.

Mr. Brown: I rise to a point of order.
No one u-as accused of anything. We had
no trial of any individual.

The URMEIMAN: I uphold the point of
order. The Minister is not justified in con-
tinuing in that strain.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:- We carried nut the
Standing Orders; in fact we exceeded the
Standing Orders in favour of Dr. Anderson.

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the Minister for
Works to proceed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:- I was not
aware that I was out of order in anything
I said.

The CHAIRMAN: I think you. were.
H~on. T. Walker: You accused thorn of a

conspiracy to accuse Dr. Anderson.
The MINISTER FOR -WORKS:. I did

not.
Hon. T. Walker: Th effect you did.
The CHA TRAN: Order! The point of

order has been decided. The Minister for
Works will proceed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If any mem-
bers of the select committee have any such

idea, I ask them to remove it from their
minds. I believe that, from their point of
view, they did everything which was fair.
Judging from the debate, it is evident that
the whole affair hinges around the fitness
or otherwise of the Inspector Genera] for
the position ho holds. That is a very serious
matter to bring forward, and it can be
brought forward with perfect order If we
wish our judgment to be guarded and based
onl the principles, bf fair play, we must bllow
the person who is accused in the House or
in the evidence an opportunity to present
his case and to examine those who made
the accusations against him.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is no accusa-
tion here.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The accu-
sations made in this House this evening have
been to the effect that Dr. Anderson is not
a fit and proper person to be in charge of the
institution.

Mr. Cesson:- No more he is.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There is

no sophistry that can get away from that
fact. If it is not put forward as a charge
the inference is there, and the inference has
made itself felt, seeing that the member
for Cue has interjected that be is not fit
for the position. That is a serious matter.
When an inquiry takes that trend it be-
conies a matter for the individual's opinion.

Eon. P. Collier: For the opinion of the
committee.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They are
of course entitled to their owni opinion. Hfere
is a man occupying a most important and
tryi jig position, one upon which the calls
vary throughout the day and every day in the
year, and such a man must have every op-
portunity given to him-

Hon. P. Collier: So he has. Here is the
report. Ho has had three days in the wit-
ness box.

Air. Willcock: And liberty to make what-
eve' statement he liked.

Mr. Angelo: Have you read the report and
tile evidence?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
pretend that I have digested the whole of this
report. I am of opinion that the committee
have been influenced in what they say. I do
not say they are bringing forward anything
with bias, but on the evidence submitted
to them there is a serious and cumulative ac-
cusation against the Inspector General, who
occupies such a trying position, and if I have
the opportunity I will give him morn lati-
tude than lie evidently has had here. I have
known many doctors who have occupied sim-
ilar positions in different parts of the world,
and my experience teaches me that the trials
of that position are such that the holders
themselves may easily becomne mental or
he driven to drink. We have btad in-
stances in this State. When a man in charge
of a number of men and women in this con-
dition is being judged, consideration must he
given to all his responsibilities, and hoe must
be afforded more latitude than would be
necessary in the case of a doctor who was en-
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gaged in ordinary professional work. I have
had to go to the Hospital for the Insane on
one occasion. It took mae some time before
I could get out of my mind the impression
I received regarding those unfortunate in-
'dividuals, If one visit would have had that
,effect upon me, as no doubt it bad upon mem-
bers of the select committee, and whilst I
bad not felt the cumulative effect of con-
;stant association with the institution, what
must it be for a nian who has to spend all
his time in association with it?

Hon. T. Walker: Are you arguing that Dr.
Anderson has gone mad?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No more
than I am arguing that the hon. member
has gone mad.

Hon. P. Collier: That is your line of de-
fence.

Mr. Chesson: You said that he would
either go mad or take to drink.

The MINISTER FOR 'WORKS: If there
is no hope of continuing the government of
such a big concern as the Hospital for the
Insane, where are we going to land so far
as all these patients are concerned?

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You have practically
accused us of being unfair towards this man.
I will quote you the Standing Order to show
-what liberty be has had.

The MkINISTER FOR WORKS: If I am
transgressiug-

The CHAIRMAN: I say the Minister is
trending on dangerous ground.

The MIIESTER VOlt WORKS: Then I
-will sit down.

Mir. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [1.32]: Not-
withstandinig the lateness of the hour I think
that some tribute should be paid to the mem-
bers of the select committee.

The Honorary Minister: You have said
that before

Mr. LAMBERT: And I will go on saying
it until you take off your hat.

The CHAIRMAN: The lion. member must'
address the Chair.

Mr. LAMBERT: I was replying to the
interjection of the Honorary Minister.

The CHAIRMAN: I have given every
lion, member fair play. The lion. member
will get all the fair play that he wants.

MAr LAMBERT: I only desire to point out
that I was answering the Honorary Min-
ister, and I had ho desire to transgress.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member may
continue.

Mr. LAMIBERT; The Government would
have been well advised if they had taken
into consideration the recommendation of the
cenmmittee -is to the appointment of a board
of coummissionnrs to control this institution.
Much has been said about Dr. Anderson. It
ill becomes members of Parliament either to
use their prerogative or their privileges as
miembers to attack an official of this descrip-
tion unless there is some reasonable ground
for doing so. I do not know anything of Dr.
Anderson's attainments, hut I do think that,
even with my personal regard for him, he is
temperamentally unfitted for the position be

occupies. He is not singular in that respect,
because probably nine-tenths of the officers
of this Rouse and those who compose this
Assembly are also temperamentally unfitted
for their positions.

The CHAIRMAN: I do not think the bon.
member is justified in saying that.

Mr. LAMBERT: If you think I am aot
justified in saying that, possibly my trifling
reference to the composition of the House-

The Honorary Minister: It is one of the
grossest insults I have ever had to listen to.

The CHAIRMAN: It is not fair criti-
cism.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is only by way of
colnparisou, hut as usual the Honorary
Minister has indulged in his spirit of
levity.

'The Honorary Minister: There is no
spirit of levity in that.

The' CHAIRMAN: I ask the Honorary
Minister not to interject.

Mr. LAMBERT: Regard must be had to
the temperamental attitude of Dr. Ander-
son since this investigation was mooted. I
do not think the Minister controlling the
department can say that Dr. Anderson is
the most competent person available to
occupy this position. I do not say he has
in any degree'not attempted to do all that
could be done. I only hope that the Min-
ister controlling this department will not
be dogmatic in his attitufle, and will not
contend that Dr. Anderson is the only Man
,who can control la-nacy matters iii this
State. This is a serious question. Dr.
Anderson is a fine gentleman ats a man, and
it would ill become any hon. mrember to
attack him in the slightest degree, but we
have a right to ask, particularly when we
bear in mind the unrest which has been
shown to exist in the attitude of the public
towards this institution, that the Govern-
ment should give an assuranc.e that the re-
port of the select committee will receive
serious consideration at their hands, and
that the recommendations will be given
effect to.

The Premier: We will give you that as-
surance.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am pleased to bear
that. I understood that there was a sort
of unflinching attitude towards the recom-
mendations of the committee. That would
be -regrettable, becnuse both the Minister
controlling the department and the Pre-
Mier must view with serious alarm the evi-
dence which has heen adduced before the
select committee, and must also see the
necessity for the stringent rccomnmenda-
tions which have been made. Our paramount
duty is first of all to place ourselves in the
position of the Inspector General of the
Insane, and realise the difficulties of his
position. We should also try to reallise whe-
ther hie could do full justice to those who
are under his care, and who are directly
concerned in the resualt of his administra-
tion. While I have the greatest regard for
Dr. Anderson as a mnan, and possibly as a
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doctor, I feet that-quite apart from the
evidence given before the select commit-
tole-lie is temperamentally unfitted for the
position lhe holds to-day. Even if the ses-
sion cloews without proper consideration be-
ing given by members to the report of the
select conmnittee, I hope the ;Government
will be fully seized with~ the necessity for
giving effect to the more essential recoin-
mendations the committee saw fit to mnake.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Bloulder) [1.42]: Now
that the general debate onl thle vote has been
concluded, I will move-

That the vote be reduced by £500.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fro-
mantle) [1.43]: As chairman of the select
committee and on behalf of the members of
the committee I desire to say that I strongly
resent the accusations made by the Minister
for Works. I would like lion. members to
be acquainted] With the position. The Stand-
ing Orders of the House were violated by the
select committee for the express purpose of
enabling Dr. Anderson to have all possible
infornmation, everything in fact that came
under the notice of the select committee.
Thlere were no charges made against Dr.
Anderson, but the committee thought that
sonmc witness might possibly prefer a charge
against the doctor, and that the doctor should
then be in the position of knowing what
wvas said almost as soon as the matter was
laid before thle committee. Consequently Dr.
Anderson was allowed to have a copy of the
evidence when it was available, and that was,
when thle printed copies reached the com-
mittee. If a Royal Commission had been
appointed Dr. Anderson could have been re-
presenited before it. The Minister for Works,
instead of making charges against the com-
mittee, should have expressed regret that he
did not assist in bringing about the appoint-
inent of a Royal Commission which was what
was asked for originally. The select com-
mittee had to prepare their report on the
evidence given and the only accusation made
against Dr. Anderson is in regard to ad-
ministration. The comniittee came to the
conclusion that the administration was not
good, and they recommended that another
system of nkistagerisent should be instituted.
I will rend1 wIhat the Standing Order 352
says with regard to evidence-

The evidence taken by any select coal-
niittee of the I-ouse anid documents pre-
sentied to such committee, which have not
beu reported to the Htouse shall not be
disclosed or published by any member of
the Committee or by anly other person.

The commaittee should have abided by that
Standing Order, hut they violated it in order
to let Dr. Anderson know what was going
onl. Now we have the Minister for Works
accusing the committee of not acting fairly
to Dr. Anderson. Further than that, when
Dr. Anderson appeared to give evidence he
was handed a typewritten copy of the evi-
dence of anoth er doctor which had been,

taken on the day previously So that he might
have an opportunity to reply to that as well
if he cared to do so. Dr. Anderson took that
evidence away with him so as to peruse it.
over night. The accusation of the Minister
for Works is grossly unfair, and it is not
the kind of thing that is likely to induce;
beln. ineenbers to undertake onerous work of
this description fin the future. Charges of
bials are not Ilely to encourage members tot
offer their services in the future in connee-1
tion with matters of public importance which
require to be investigated. Tn this case the
select committee endeavoured to frame a true
statement on the evidence submitted, and
unp~rej~udiced mnenmbers of this Assembly will,.
I think, agree that they succeeded in their
task. I have nothing whatever to say against
Dr. Anderson. Tile recommendation of the
select conmmittee that the system of manage-
meat should be altered does not suggest that
Dr. Anderson should ho thrown out. There
is nothing to prevent him from.receiving the
appointment of superintendent under the
new scheme.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 1.50 a.m.

legtiative Eeeemblp,
Friday, 01st November, 1919.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair
pm., and read prayers.

SELECT COMMITTEE, STATE
DREN DEPARTMNTT.

at 4.30

CERL-

Interim Report.

Mr. SMITH (North Perth) brought up
an interim report by the select committee
appointed to inquire into the State Chil-
dren Department.

Report received and read, and ordered to
be printed.


