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The Minister for Education: Not on his

property. If it is on his property it is cov-
ered.
Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: A person fre-

quently has a portion of his property that is
rateable, and he may have provided windmills
or other improvements on another portion.
These improvements probably appertain to
one property and are taxable in some other
distriet.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: In
tho matter of assessing the value of im-
proved land, the Road Board Act must be
considerad as a measure subordinate to tho
State Land Tax measures, and it is unde-
sirable to put into a subordinate measure
something whieh iz not in the principal mea-
sure.

Hon. V, HAMERSLEY: This should eco-
incide with the Land Tax Aet. It is econ-
tiguous improvements which are often not
allowed for in the Land Tax Act, and there
is a means here of providing for them, We
might be doing an injury it we take those
‘words out,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The amendment has been placed on the
Notice Paper by the Crown Law Depariment
on the ground that it is undesirable te put
into the Act something which might lead to
litigation and other controversy.

Amendment put and passed; the clause as

amended agreed to.
Clauses 214 to 233 —agreed to.
Clause 234—Minimum rate:

The MINISTER ¥OR EDUCATION: I

move an amendment~—

That the words ‘‘a minimum general
rate of two shillings and sixpence’’ and
3 minimum loan mbe of one shilling’’
be struck out, and ‘‘a minimum sam of
two shillings a.nd sixpence in respect of
the general rate’’ and ‘‘a minimum of
onc shilling in respect of the loan rate’’
be inserted in lieu thereof,

This will improve the wording but not alter
the meaning.

Amendiment put and passed; the clause as
amended agreed to. .

Clauses 235 to 239—agreed to.

Clause 240—DExemption:

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION:
There is here a priuter’s error. In line 3 the
word ‘““many’’ should be ‘‘may.”’

The CHAIRMAN: T will have the cor-
reetion made.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 241 {o 24T—agreed to.

Clause 248—Who ig liable for rates:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
move—

That econsideration of this clanse be
postponed until after econsideration of
postponed Clause 211,
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Motion put and passed;
poned.

Clauges 249 to 2683—agreed to.

Clause 269—Application of proceeds of
sale:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
move—

the clause post-

That consideration of this clause be
postponed until after consideration of
postponed Clause 248.

Motion put and passed; the clause post-
poned.

Clauses 270 to 356—agreed to.
{The President resumed the Chair,]
Progress reported.

House adjourned at §.46 p.m,

Legislative Elssembly,
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PAGE

Bittirg day, additlonal e 1570
Blls: Anglo - Persinn  0Oll Co., Tdd. (Privnt{:}.
Mesanga, Select Comnuh.cc extension of

time 1509

Constitutlon Act Amendment (N 0. 3) repurt. 1569

Dertists Act Amendmert, LR 1569

Shjpping and Pilotoge Ordluance Amendment 156

Indust.ries Asslstance Act Amendment., . 1589

Treasury Bonda Dcflcicney, 2R. . 1573
Coolgardle Goldficlds Water Suppl; Yonn Ack

Amendment, 2r. . 15678

Annual Estimates, Votos and items rliscusaed 1574

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

pm., and read prayers.

BILL—ANGLO-PERSIAN OIL COM-
PANY, LIMITED (PRIVATE).

Message received from the Governor re-
commending the Bill,

Select Committee, Extension of Time.

On motion by Hon. W. C. Angwin, the time
for bringing up the select committee’s re-
port was extended to the next sitting of the
House,
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BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Dentists Aet Awmendment.
Introduced by the Attorney General.

3, Shipping and  Pilotage Ordinance
Amendment.

Introduced by the Colonial Secretary.

SITTING DAY, ADDITIONAL.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [437]: T move—

That this Houvse shall meet for the de-
spatch of business on Fridays, in addi-
tion to the days already provided.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.38]: I
had hoped that the Premier would give the
House some iden of the legislation the Gov-
crument propose te put through before the
session closes. I take it, of course, that
the objeet of gitting an extra day per week
i3 to closc the session at an early date. If
that be the Government's objeet, I think we
onght to know just what they propoese to do
with regard to some of the Bills on the
Notice Paper. The Government business
alone amounts to 18 Orders of the Day, to
say nothing of private members’ business;
and the greater properéion of the Govern-
ment business consists of Bills of which the
second reading has not yet been reached. No
doubt, most of the Bills are more or less
unimportant, and should not occupy much
time. HHowever, I shall be glad if the Pre-
mier can give us some idea whether we are
likely te close next week. T personally do
not mind working an extra day per week if
we ean closs the session earlier on that
azeeount; but I see very little good to be
derived from loading ourselves up with an-
other day per week if we are still to drag
on here for some considerable time longer,

The PREMIER (Hon. .J, Mitehell—Nor-
tham—in reply} [4.40]: T do not want the
House to drag along for any considerable
Iength of time, We ought to finish up by the
end of next week., Really there isvery little
business upon the Notice Paper. Most of the
Bills represent smal! amendments of exist-
ing Acts, and some of them are mearely eon-
tinuation mensures. The Estimates are al-
most completed. Of course, the Loan Esti-
mates remain to be considered; but I see
no rcason why, if the Iouse continues to
work as it has worked so far during the ses-
sion, we should not get through the work
during the next six days. )

AMr. Foley: What is the need for getting
through during the next six days? We have
not sat long this session.

The PREMIER: No; but we have done
a preat deal of business this session. I
think there never was a session of Parlia-
nicnt in Western Australia during which hon,
members attended so closely to business.

Hon. W, C. Apgwin: You have had =z
good Opposition,

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: Yes. The country has
been well served by both sides during this
session.  Mueh work has been done, and it
seems desirable that we should, if possible,
rise at the end of next week. There is no
reason why we should sit longer if we can
get through the business by then. It is, of
course, with that object in view that I am
asking hon, members to sit on Fridays.

Question put and passed.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 3).

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT AMENDMENT.

Sceond Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [4.43] in moving the second read-
ing said: This Bill contaius one little mat-
ter which hen. members may wish to dis-
euss.  The object of Clause 2, it will he
seen, is really to confirm purchases of im-
plements and machinery which have already
taken place. The TIndustries Assistance
Board found that machinery agents had
gold machinery wnder hire purchase agree-
ment to assisted farmers. Hor. members
will readily understand that that machinery
wis necessary to the farmers. Atrange-
ments satisfactory to the board have been
made with the owners of the machinery, and
during the past thrce years certain pay-
ments have been made under the agree-
ments, and there is another year’s payment
still to be made. Hon. members are, of
course, aware that when machinery is sold
under hire purchase nagreenent it remaius
the property of the seller, and that thus
it could have been removed.

Ton. W, C. Angwin: That is not so under
the moratorium regulations. -~

The PREMIER: Yes. We thought it
advisable to make arrangements with the
machinery firms, and in this Bill we ask
that Parliament shall ratify the purchases.
Clause 2 asks for power for the Industries
Assistance Board to complete purchases
made hy pcople already on farms, This
will also apply teo machinery on  farms
which have hecn abandoned. 1L the Indus-
tries Assistance Board have power, as they
will have in the event of this measure pass-
ing, to complete the purehase, they will ob-
tain assets far beyond the amounts still re-
maining to be paid, Members will see that
this is desivahle. A machine might cost
£80, and £60 of it might have been rpaid;
there would remain £20 to be paid, but the
board have no power at present to pay it.
The board have security, and they ask for
power to pay the balance in order that their
asset might be incressed. This is a right
power for the House to give the board. The
debts of the TInternational Harvester Co.,
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totalling £25,800, were bought for £15,700.
This occurred when the member for Can-
ring (Mr. Robinson) was Miuister.

Hon. P. Collier: Those are farmers’ debts.

The PREMIER: Yes, under the Indus-
tries Assistanee Act, debts dve by the as-
gisted farmers to the International Har-
vester Co.

Hon. P. Collier:
getting good prices.

The PREMTIER: Debts samounting to
-£18,581 were hought from Harris, Scarfe,
& Co Ltd., for £7,000.

Hon. P. Collier: Are the implement works
making the same reduction?

The PREMIER They made their loss
before they sold. Neither of these transac-
tions has been authorised by Parliament,
and we are asking the Honge to confirm
these purchases. No real advantage will
accrue to the farmer except as regards the
rate of interest. Tf there is any profit, and
T helieve there will be a profit, it will go
to the Treasury. X -

Hon. P. Collier: That is fo say, if the
original amount of the debt is paid, the bal-
ance will go fo the Treasury? It really
amounts to a saving to the farmer.

The PREMIER: It ought to but, under
the arrangement existing, theve will not bhe
any advantage to the farmer, "We have
given £7,000 for £15,000 worth of debts.
It is not likely that we shall get in the
whole of the £18,000 worth of debts.

Hon. P. Collier: You make a correspond-
ing reduction to the farmers?

The PREMIER: No, we are not likely to
get in the £18,000 wnrth but T believe we
ghall get in more than £7 900 worth of the
debts.

The Homorary Minister: If we get in
£15,000 worth, the State will get the bene-
fit.

The PREMIER: We are not likely to
get in £15,000, but if we collect more than
£7,000, it will be paid into the board’s ecre-
dit. I think it is quite right to take over

_these debts and distribute any surplus over

the £7,000 among the farmers who have
paid. Tt has been arranged that the pro-
fit, if any, shall go to the Treasury.

Hon. P. Collier: There will be no pro-
fit.

The PREMIER: I trust the hon. mem-
ber will be agreeably surprisad. As a mat-
ter of faet, in view of the present erop
prospeets and the gnavanteed price of
wheat, there should be a profit.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Will you take every
other industry and pay on the same basig?

Hon. P. Collier: Buy out all the debts of
everybody.

The PREMIER: Every other industry of

They must have heen

equal value to the State might be con-
sidered.
Hon. P. Collier: Will you 1lift a mort-

gage for me?

The PREMIER: Members will realise
that, when am offer of this kind is made,
it is easy for the board to caleulate their
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chances of collecting the moacy. When the
purchasc was made, the board were careful
to see that they could expect to collect at
least £7,000 worth of the debts.

Hon. P. Collier: They must have been
pretty bad debts in the opinion of Harris,
Scarfe, & Co., or they would not have sold
them for £7,000.

Hon. Wl C. Angwin: They eould not col-
leet under the moratorium.

The PREMIER: These creditors might
stand out of their money so long as the
Industries Assistance Board is in existence.
Ag these firms had no option but to wait
until we got surplus proceeds, they were
the more ready to sell. If they could have
called uwpon the farmers to pay their debts
and could have eollected by the ordinary
means, no doubt they would not have sold
the £18,000 worth for £7,000; but rather
than wait, as they must do under the Act,
they have made this offer to the beard, and
it has been accepted.

Mr. Pilkington:
were not yet due.

The Honorary Minister:
stalment was due.

The PREMTER:+ Probably some of the
money was notr due; I do not know to what
extent. The transaction did not take place
in my time. No doubt some of these debta
would be secured under hire-purchase agree-
ments. The firms were perfectly willing to
take the lower amuunts offered, because they
could not bring pressure to hear on the far-
mer to make him pay. There iz another
case in which the board have heen offered
debts totalling £60,000 for a little over
£20,000, -

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Who
those, MeKay? :

The PREMIER:
the House thinks it wise
debts——

Hon. W. . Angwin: I am glad yoa are
going into State trading. I did not know
you were starting the Jews’ business.

The PREMIER: If the House thinks it
wise to make these purchases, then members
will agree to pass the clause; otherwise they
will not. It is quite possible for the board,
having the securily of the farmers and know-
ing their position as to crops, to ealenlate
how much they are likely to get from these
debts.

The Minister for Mines: Tou know the
farmer will not agree to the Government
retaining any profit.

Hon: P. Collier: No, and he will win
throngh in the end, too.

The PREMIER: I do not think the in-
terjectors know very much wabout these
debts, and I doubt whether they know mueh
about the farmers, In my opinion, if these
debts are bought, the Government shounld
be content if they get their money back.
This i3 a matter which shonld receive the
careful consideration of members. So long
as the board do their Quty and see that
they get their money back, it will be very
good business to relieve the farmer of the

Some of these moneys

The third in-

is offering

No, Wills & Co. Tf
to buy these
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£60,000 for £20,000, This offer was not sug-

gested by the board. .

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No, it originated
with the Farmers’ and Settlers’ Associa-
tion.

The PREMIER:

Hon. P. Collier;
suggested first.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: We should not give
the State's money at a time like this,

Mr. Harrison: I think the offer eame
from the merchants.

Hon, W. G, Angwin:
the merchants., You
“‘Primary Producer.’’

Hon, P, Collier: Weo are very
students of the “P.P.7’

Mr. SPEAKER: Orderl

The PREMIER: The offer I have men-

tioned. came from the merchants, and it
was not made at the instigation of the
board or of the Farmers and Settlers’ As-
sociation. I realise that this is a question
which reguires to be handled very ecarefully.
It might be of advantage to the farmer,
and members ought to consider it very care-
fully, to ensure that it is properly handled
and that there will be no possible risk of
considerable loss to the State, Another clanse
sets forth that the board shall have charge
over all livestock, implemcnts, machinery,
plant, and movable structures of the appli-
cants upon the land. To-day, under the
Postponement of Debts Act, these chattels
could not be attacked. ‘Three years ago 1
introdneed a similar proposal, and another
on the some lines was introduced on another
occasion since then. At present the mer-
chant cannot enforce the payment of debts;
neither ean the board prevent the sale by
the farmer of chattels of this deseription
which are not sceured to the board, The
farmer, if he chooses, might sell horses
which are on his farm and are not secured
to the board, and he might pocket the money
and defy tho creditor ‘and the board,

Mr. Maley: That is, stock acquired with
the board’s assistance.

The PREMIER: Ng, stock acquired since
. with the farmer’s own money. We take the
view that the machiméfy and stock are neces-
sary to work the farm and it must he elear
that, if farmers are permitted to. sell them,
as soon as the Act ceases to operate credi-
fors will want these loose chattels and prob-
ably will get them. Creditors will naturally
seek to recover their money, and they can-
not recover in respect of ehattels. secured
to the board. Mombers know these farms
are worked in the interests of the creditor
a8 well as of the board. We scek under the
Act to proteet the creditor. We see that the
money is distributed properly amongst the
creditors, and T believe a very large amount
will be distributed this year. -
Mr. Pickering: It is dnal control.

The PREMIER: Yes; I think the credi-
tor should be protected and, so far as we
have been able to do 8o, he has been pro-
tected.

Mo, it did not.
Yes, that is where it was

From MceGibbon for
do not read the

diligent

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is not to say
that you should use the State’s money to
pay his bad debts,

The PREMIER: That has not been dene.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: That is what is pro-
posed.

The PREMIER: Not one penny of the
State’s money should go to pay the money
owing to any creditor.

Hon. P. Collier: My word, you will have
to justify this Bill—the unseen handl

The PREMIER: I confess if I were sit-
ting on the ‘other side of the House and
the member for North-East Fremantle were
gitting here, T wonld not guestion this Bill,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I do not think we
would ever introduce a thing like this if
we were against State trading,

The Minister for Mines: Yoru wiil not
oppose it in the circumstancest

The Honorary Minister: It secems to me
like & sop to you chaps. :

Mr. SPEAEKER: Order!

The PREMIER: There is another clause .
which will enable us to make one distribu-
tion of dividends each vear. Under the
Act at present, we must distribute ali we
get in the way of dividends each year, but
the wheat scheme bas made that particu-
Inrly difficult becauvse the scheme pays two
or three dividends in ome year ang, if the
board have Go distribute each amount
separately, o considerable amount of un-
neeessary work is involved. The Govern-
ment ask to be allowed to group these
payments and make one distribution each
year. Last year we had dividends from
two wheat pools, the 1816-17 and the 1917-
18 but, under the existing Act, if was un-
necessarily costly to distribute each of

‘them sepavately, A saving corld have been

sffected by grouping them. The other
clause provides for the continuation of the
Aect for another year.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Everyone else should
take the opportunity to get the Government
to pay his-debts.

The PREMIER: I do not think it would
be of very rmueh use for any other sectiom
of the community:

Hon, P. Collier: No, indeed it would mnot.

Hon. W. ¢, Angwin: That is a real, open
confession, honestly given.

Hon. P. Collier: No one else has the pull
the farmers have.

The PREMIER: No other section of the.
community can give the same security.
Something was said last night about. the
amount that is expended on the gold mining
industry and those employed in it. The
member for Murchison (Mr. Holman) said
that we were perfectly willing to give a
vote to the farmer, to finance him on his
holding, and assist him in erecting his
home, but that the same assistance did not
apply to the people on the goldfields, who
possessed no dwellings of their own, but
yet were just as much entitled to s vote as
the farmer. I would point out that the
farmer does more than any other man in
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the community to deserve assistance from
this House. It is the custom all the world
over to assist the farmer, .

Mr. Munsie: Not only that, but he gets
it,

The PREMIER: The farmer ia farmed by
every section of the eommunity. The
member for North-East Fremantle (Mr.
Angwin) would not represent 5,000 voters
if it were not for the farmers of the State.
" He would not represent 5060. I remember,
before the wheat lands of this State were
settled, when North Fremantle was a very
insignificant place. It is becanse of ths
work of the farmers of thiz State that Fre-
mantle has been made what it is.

Hon. T. Walker: And of the goldfields!

The PREMIER: I do ot say that the
farmer is the only man who works, but bt
is the only man who c¢annot go on strike.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They are going on
ptrike now,

The PREMIER: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

On motion by Mr, Willcock debate

adjourned,

BILL—TREASURY BONDS DE-
FICIENCY,

Second Reading.

PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitehell—

Hon.

. Northam) [56.83] In moving the second read-.

ing said: This is the usual Bill which, un-
fortunately, has been introduced into this
Touse on previovs occasions, It is becoming
a hardy annwal. To-day we are asking the
House to agree to the funding of the deficit
of last year of £632,000. The first Bill of
this kind was introduced by the late Mr.
Frank Wilson in 1916. The authority then
asked for was for nearly £1,500,000, The
deficit to the end of that year was
£1,417,649.

Jon, W, C. Angwin: Do not forget it,
and compare the figures with what they are
now,

The PREMIER: In 1918 further auth-
ority was taken to enable the deficit of
£699,767 to be funded. In 1919 a further
aunthority was asked of this House to fund
the deficit of £705,743. Now I am asking
the Tlouse to agree to fund the deficit of
£652,014. T hope it will not he necessary
to introduce a Bill of this kind om many
mora oceagions. It is unfortunate that it
has to be infroduced at all. I have endeav-
oured to explain on a previous ceccasion that
the deficit is due to some extent to the
setting aside of the Binking Fand
with which to discharge our debts. Hon.
members have very rightly asserted that
the Sinking Fund should be kept intact. The
only other provision in the Bill is oné which
authorises the amalgamation of these wari-
ous loan authorisations, It will be seen that
on each occasion an amount equal to the
amount which is to be funded was authorised,
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but on this oceasion we are asking for £28,000
more than the aetnal deficit for this year,
The total amount involved to 30th June last
is £8,418,000, which is represented by Com-
monwealth loans less £652,000. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

On motion by Hon. T, Walker debate ad-
journed.

BILL — COOLGARDIE GOLDFIELDS
WATER SUPPLY LOAN ACT AMEND-
MENT,

second Reading,

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—
Northam) [5.8] In moving the sccond read-
ing said: Tt will be remembered that I told
this Housc that the contribution to the Sink-
ing Fund which is to extingnish the debt
of £2,300,000 raised in 1896 ia more by
£70,000 .per annum than it is necessary for
us to contribute. This loan of £2,500,000
was raised 28 years ago, the money being
borrowed at 3 per cent. This is a very low
rate of interest, but at that time it was
thonght wise to ask for a Sinking Fund of
8 per cent. to be provided. Hon. members
know that it was not considered then that the
life of the scheme would be very long, and
it was thought that the goldfields would ge
down, and that as the years went on they
would take less water. It was also thought
that the pipes would not last for a great
numhbher of years. To-day, however, the
scheme is still working. Tho same pipes
have been used all along, and owing, I be-
lieve, to the ability of the engineer in charge
they are likely to last for a great many
years longer. Ten years ago it was thought
that the pipes were in a very bad state.

Mr. Mungie: And so they were.

The PREMIER: It was thought that the
pipes had very few years of life in front
of tham. To-day, owing to the work which
has been done in connection with the 1e-
pairs, the pipes have a long life hefore
themn.

Hon. T. Walker: Is it the lime, or is it
the fact that the pipes have been kcpt full
of water?

The PREMIER: There is some method of
repairing the pipes which was unknown a
few years ago. The increaged life of the
pipes i3 also due to the fact that the water
is treated before it goes into the pipes. This
loan matures in 1927, The Government
Actuary has looked intoe the question, and
bhe says that if an annual contribution of
£5,300 a year is made it will be sufficient to
extinguish the debt by 1927. If we continue
at the pregent rate the amount of Sinking
Fund will be £3,080,447.

Mr. Collier; What is the excess?

The PREMIER: It is £589,000. It scems
unnecessary to make a greater contribution
than is-sufficient to meet the loan. I propose
that the contribution each year shall be
£10,000 in order to cover any possible loss in
connection with realisation or in connection
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with charges on the investments of the Sink-
ing Fund from now on, in view of the fact
that it is not always possible to reinvest
our fund promptly through Western Aus-
tralian stocks not being available. The fact
that we shall have this £589,000 more, if we
continue at the present rate, is due to the
Sinking Fund earning an average rate of in-
terest which is beyond the 3 per cent, at which
the money was borrowed. The investments
of the Sinking Fund have brought in interest
at the rate of 3% per cent. for 20 years,

Hou. . Collier: Have the trustees in Lon-
don been consulted about this?

The PREMIER: London has
vised.

Hen. P, Collier: What do they say?

The PREMIER: They have not said any-
;:ihglg about it, so T suppose they are satis-

ed.

Hon. P. Collier: Why is there a different
attitude in regard to thiz matter?

The PREMIER: Even if there is any ob-
jeetion it will make no difference. We are
not expected to contribute more than is ne-
cessary ta pay our way.

Hon. P. Collier: We are committed to the
3 per cent. under the original Act.

The PREMITR: ¥es, and we have met
that comwmitment.  Until te-day we have
been going on contributing the 3 per cent.
If we go on like that we shall be in the
position of having £589,000 to our credit,

Hon, P. Collier: It will be a repudiation
of the original contract.

The PREMIER: I do not think so. We
cannot be expected to pay more than our
debts,  Would this House have this un-
neeessary contribution met year after year
until 19277 I suggest this is quite unneces-
sary, and that in the present state of the
finances we should mnot continue the pay-
ment.

Hon. P. Collier: The argument againat
the other was that it would detrimentally
affect the reputation of the State.

The PREMIER: To repudiate the Sink-
ing Fund would be tantamount to saying that
we are not going to pay our debts.

The Minister for Mines: Not at all

The PREMIER: We agreed to pay our
iebts by way of a Sinking Fund. 1 know
that many of the Eastern States have very
small Sinking Funds, New Zealand had no
Sinking Fund until she raised war loans.
Not a single loan that New Zealand has
raised, and she has raised many millions,
carried any Sinking Fund until she raised
money in order to carry on the war.

Mr. Pilkington: What happens to the sur-
plus over the amount of the debt? If we
had a surplus on the Sinking Fund would
it remain in the Sinking Fund?

The PREMTER: It would be available.

The Minister for Mines: It would be re-
turned to the Treasury.

Mr. Pilkington: Each loan is kept separ-
ate? .

The PREMIER: Yes.

been ad-

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Mines: If you paid back
your stock you would have mnothing further
to do with it.

The PREMIER: To refrain from paying
Sinking Tund after having undertaken to
ray our debts by that means would be quite
wrong.” If we contribute snfficient to pay
our debts that is sufficient.

Hon, P. Collier: It would meet the cir-
cumstances if we eontinned to pay our pre-
sent Sinking Fund until the debt was
liquidated, and then ceased to pay any more
Sinking Fund.

The PREMTER: Yeas.

Hon. P. Collier: It would not help this
year’s Treasurer very much, -

The PREMIER: The hon. member i3 quite
at liberty to make ready for that if he likes.
I am not s0 anxious to have the credit as I
am to have the eash.

Hon. P. Collier: We know what you are
after.

The PREMIER: That is the position. If
we continne to pay this £75,000 a year, the
fortunate man who occupies the position of
Treasurer in 1927 will draw £569,000. The
House is entitled to say whether they will
contribute for the remaining years just
enough to meet the indebtedness. We have
invested now £1,893,480. I do not know
that I can diseuss all the circumatances sur-
rounding the present position of the water
scheme,

The SPEAEER: The Premier can hardly
do that under this Bill.

The PREMIER: I think it right tho House
should know that after paying this £2,500,000,
and the other small amounts of indebtedness
in connection with the scheme, the scheme
itself will still have a very useful work in
front of it which will return considerable
revenne to the Treasury. That will he after
1927,

Mr. Pilkington: What is the differcnce be-
tween the amount of the loan and the amount
of the Sinking Fund?

The PREMIER: It is £600,000,

The Minister for Mines: It is considerably
less; it is not more than £300,007.

The PREMIER: There are two other loans
in connection with the work. I hope the
House will agree to pasd this measurz. It
is a very reasongble thing to ask. T move—

That the Bill be now rcad a second
time.

On motion by Hon. P. Collier debate ad-
journed.

ANNTUAL ESTIMATES, 1919-20.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 18th November; Mr,
Stubbs in the Chair.
Medieal and Pnblic Henith Department,

Hon, H. P. Colebatch, Minister; (the Min-
1ster for Mines in charge of the Votes).

Vote—Medical  and Public  Health,
£183,584-
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The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J,
Seaddan—Albany-—~in reply) [5.153: I have
made inquiries from the Minister in charge
of the department in regard to some of the
matters discussed by hon. members, I am
advised that, while the department has not
been able to do all that members -intend it
should do, it realises that there is very much
work which it could perform if funds were
available for the purpose, Tor inatance, the
departiment realises that it is not doing suffi-
cient in regard to the ingpeetion of the chil-
dren in the schools; that is largely a ques-
tiou of funds, and so, too, in respeet of the
provision of medieal and nursing faeilities
in country districts,” The Minister declarcs
that e and his officers would be only too
delighted to supply the growing necessities
if they had the funds. In regard to the offi-
cers and the collection of fees, the depart-
ment has done all that it could to put on
men to eollect the fees owing, Even so,
there must be oceasions when people, although
well able te pay, will get away without pay-
ing. Short of some striet inquiry into the
financial nosition of each person, it ig very
dificult to discover whether he can or can-
not pay. With many people it scems to be
» habhit to get out without paying whenever
possilte. ,

Mr, ANGELO: Youn reqnire local men, who
would know the people.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Even then
it would not assist very much, although eor-
tainty it would serve to produce certain fees
which do not now come juto ws. In small
places so mueh feeling exists among the local
people that it would be altogether undesir-
able to have a leeal man making inquiries
and deciding whether or not certain people
conld afford to pay.

Mr. Angelo: The resident magistrate ought
to be able to do it.

Th: MINISTER TOR MINES: I do not
think it would be at all proper te ask the
rosident magistrate to undertake the work,
seeing that, in the event of a prosecution
for the uon-payment of the fees, the resident
magistrate would have to decide the case.
Efforts have heen made to colleet fees where-
ever possible. Tt will be seen from the esti-
mated revenue that an inerease is shown in
the amount whieh it is expeeted to eollect.
Tt is not always desirable that a man should
be forced to pay. It does not follow that
beeause a man is rcasonably well dreased, he
is able vo pay the hospital fees. If a man
can live decently and keep up appearances,
even though sailing ¢lose to the wind, he is
entitled to do it. T do not think it shomld
be necessary that a man have the appearance
of a paunper before he is admitted to a publie
hospital,  After all,; deseretion must be used
in regard to the attitude to be adopted. Tt
would he infinitely better to miss an occa-
sional debtor who can pay than to bring up
all the men about whose ability to pay there
iz some dounbt. :

Hon. P. Collier: There is no working man
in the eountry to-day who ig in a position o
pay hospital fees,
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 would
not suggest that because a man dresses de-
cently he is able to pay his hoapital fees,
and that he should he persecuted until he
does pay them. Only recently there was
discovered in Melbourne a wealthy man ir
rags. He had invested £5,000 in the war
loan. He said he went about in the gulise
of a pauper in order to save himself from
importunate beggars in .the strects. I do
not want to see our workmen dressed in that
fashion. I do not jundge a man by his ap-
pearance so much as by his nature, and I
should not like to put any wman in the position
suggested by the member for Gascoyne,
namely, going round his own little local dis-
trict and declaring that Jim Smith ean pay
all right while John Jones i3 a pauper. To
ask the resident magistrate to do this is un-
thinkable. The Minister for Works referred
to the necessity for providing fransport fa-
cilities on our spur lines for cases of sick-
ness. He said that ambulance facilitics
should be provided and that if necessary the
doctor and nurses should be taken ouf to
cases of sickness. That has been an absolute
necessity for years past. It is one of those
problems which cannot be solved on the
moment. I have bad all sorts of suggestions
made, even fo the employment of flying ma-
chines, but it is not easy to get a practieal
suggestion, Tnder the suggestion made by
the Minister for Works we shonld have u
costly vehicle standing idle for six months
in the year. We have one ingtance now
of a vehicle held in readiness for 18
months withont demand for it, and suddenly,
within three weeks, it is ealled out on two
oceasions. We cannot expect these expensive
vehicles to be supplied all over the State.
What is required is a vehicle that can be
used for practieal purposes and yet be ready
for an emergency call.

Hon, P Collier: In gome cases the lozal
residents might well supply part of the cost.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tt would
not hurt them if they did. We have on the
railway system a number of motor trolleys.
They were not built to be applied in the way
suggested, but for the purpose of inspection,
and therefove they are only rough, with no
covering, and with but sufficient power to
propel  them  under normal conditions.
Against the wind, and on a 1 in 40 grade,
oue would ulmost require luck to get along
with such s vehicle. However, while the in-
fluenza epidemic was raging, we found it
possible to use a very simple attachment,
with springs and a portable cover, as an am-
bulanee to run out on these motor trolleys
and bring in a patient to the hospital. It
meets the demand up to a given point. Such
a trolley is in use practically all the tims,
although never more than an hour or two
away from immediate call, and, consequently,
it ecan Dbe wused t¢ run out on the
gspur line and bring in a patient. What
we want is a vehicle that can be stationed
at our railway junctions and uvsed for com-
mereial purposes when not en urgency work,
It must be made to pay for its own upkeap.
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For instance, very often o business man is
perfectly willing to pay £2 or £3 to be
taken out along a line where there will be
ne train for a couple of days. This would
leave a small profit o stand to the credit
of the vehicle 1o meet ambulanee charges.
The only other way I can think of would be
to have an ambulance built which could be
trailed behind the motor trolley; but that
would required a ,good deal of haulage
against the wind. There are marny diffienl-
ties in the way., Vherever we have the
trolleys we are putting on the ambulance
attachment. The Commissiorer of Rail-
ways appreciated the difficulty at the out-
set. We are now being abured for the
happening at Denmark., Within a few hours
after we decided to take the motor away
to have the ambulance attachment put on
to it, direetly the trolley was tcmporarily
removed to Midiand Junection, a lady in
Denmark was suddenly taken ill and died.
Now we are being roundly abused for hav-
ing removed the trolley. But our ecrities
forget to say that immedinacely word came
through that a doctor was required and
that there would be no ordinary train on
that line for some days, the Commissioner
of Railways ordered a special train to rum
out with a doctor aboard. Somecone then
sent back a telegram asking who should
pay. The Commissioner promptly replied,
‘“We will talk about paymeni afterwards.’’
The Commissioner has decided on a course
of action which will be acceptable to hon.
members. He is issuing an instruction te
all the employees in the Railway Department
that they are not to wait to decide the
question of who is to pay in such cases. If
it iz a question of life and death, the train
must be run at call, leaving the question
of payment ‘to be considercd afterwards,
Later on we hope to get full infermation as
to the methods by which fhesz difficulties
are being handled in other parts of the
world. I assure the Committee we are
doing everything possible to provide needed
assistance to people in outback parts of
the State. Unfortunately the activities of
the department are serionsly ecireumseribed
by the funds awvailable.

Item, Matrons, nurses, domestic staff, ete.,
£13,420:

Hon. P. COLLIER: Will the Minister
state whether the staff have participated
in the increases of salary or wages granted
by the Government during the past month
or two? The amount set down is about the
same a9 that of last year,

The MINISTER IFOR MINES: The in- -

formation I have is that £90 has been pro-
vided by way of increments te nurses.
Hon. P. Collier: For the whole lot?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: For this
particular item,

Ytem, Chief resident medical officer, £708:

Mr. CHESSON: Can somathing be done
to make the lot of the patients at Woore-
loo 2 little better than it ia§ When it rains

[ASSEMBLY.}

and the wind blows from one direction, the
effect is that as the wards are open on one
side, the patients are not completely shel-
tered. A few blinds could be provided and
on such occasions they could be lowered to
afford the necessary sheltar., Some consid-
eration might also be shown {o the conval-
eseent patients by way of providing a hall
for recreation purposes,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If the
hon. member and the member for the dis-
trict will make representations to the Min-
ister controlling the department, I am sat-
isfied he will do his utmost to agree to the
wishes of the hon. membeér.

Item, Matron and chaplain, nurses, dom-
estic staff, ete., £3,809:

Mr. FOLEY: Do we pay chaplains? T
understood that chaplains 1id this work for
nothing.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I can
only tell tha hon, member from memory
that this provision has been made for
years past. I think it is a small amount.

only that is paid to chaplains and it is
more to eover travelling expenses.
Mr. FOLEY : Do I take it that the:

clergymen who go to Wooroloo have their
fares paid? ’

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
quite a simple matter for the hon. member
to ascertain the information ho requires. e
only meeds to ask a question in the House
and he can then learn what he desires to
know.

Mr. FOLEY: All I ean say is that if
we have to pay chaplains for visiting these
institutions to administer solaee to patients,
I bhave lost a great deal of confidence in
chaplaing generally,

Hon. P. COLLIER: 'The Ilabourer is
worthy of his hire even in the vineyard of
the Lord. The State pays the chaplain who
visits Fremantle gaol. Uhat is one instance
that T can call to mind of payment being
made. We must recolleet that Woaoroloo is
an out of the way place and that if a clergy-
man is ealled there, he may have to hire a
motor car to get to the aanatorium. My re-
collection of the matter is that there are
two clergymen who draw between them the
amall amount of about £50 to cover travel-
ling expenses. Weo must also remember that
the inmates at Wooroloo are mostly in in-
different health and there must be a greater
percentage of deaths there than at any other
institution. That would therofore acecount
for many frequent vigits on the part of chap-
lains.

Mr. FOLEY: I am not against anyone
receiving a fair remuneration for work dome,
but in this case the work ig not being done
for the State. If a clergyman is doing work
for the church, it is the duty of the church
to pay him.

Item, Government
bedding and clothing, fuel,
gion, ete., £23,000:

hospitals—Provisions,
. commis-
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Mr. MUNSIE: I would like some infor-
‘mation with regard to ‘‘commission.’’
What is this paid forf? .

The Minister for Jiucs: I have not the
remotest idea.

Mr. Money: It is commission paid for col-
lecting fees.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The lecader of the
Country party the other day laid stress on
the work that was being donme by assisted
‘hospitals. He forgot, however, there were
such institutions as Government hospitala.

Mr. Harrison: I quoted Government
assisted hogpitais,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, but an as-
gisted hospital is ome thing and a Govern-
ment hospital is another. The hon. member
quoted the Westonia bhospital. That is
-agsisted. The hon. member’s district hos-
pital is at Northam. I regret we have not
last year’s figures. T would like to dquote
‘them to show fto what a small extent these
‘institutions help themselves. I have, how-
ever, the figures of the year before and I
-shall give them. The cost of the upkeep of
‘the Northam hospital for the year ending
30th June, 1917, was £1,598.

The Minister for Mines: Last year it was
£1 356,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The total amount
received by the Northam hospital for fees
from patients and from donations was £358,

Mr, Teesdale: And it is in the most pros-
perons distriet- in the State.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: The cost of the
Narrogin hospital was £984,

The Minister for Mines:
last year.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: The total amount
received from fees and donations in that
large district was only £131. The leader of
the Country party was not aware that
assistorl hospitais were one thing and Gov-
ernment hospitals another. The Westonia
hospital is assisted. In 1917 the Govern-
ment paid for the upkeep of bospitals in the
conntry districts, mot ineluding Kalgoorlie
and Wooroloo, no less a sum than £16,000,
and the leader of the Country party tried
to make out that the vote was only £10,000.

Mr. Harrvison: I quoted assisted hospitals.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The hon. member
-did not quote Governmeut hospitals. The
hospital at Busselton is an assisted one.

Hon. P. Collier: Very much assisted.

¥on, W. C. ANGWIN: The Busselton hos-
pital last year cost £467. To this the Gov-
grnment coantribnted £200 for maintenance,
and £200 for the dector’s salary,

. Mr. Pickering: But the doctor is mnot
only for the hospital. The residents of the
digtrict subseribe’ to the hospital, too.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The doctors at
subgidised hospitals have the right to charge
fees, and at some assisted hospitals out-
back they have the same privilege. But in
Government hospitals the doetors cannot
«harge fees, and no persen is supposed to

It was £1,100

be treated at a Government hospital if he
can afford to pay fees.

The Celonial Secretary: But it is dene.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Yes, but the fees
are coming in pretty well in such cases. I
am informed that last year the Fremantle
Government hospital raised £4,500 from fees
and contributions. As regards nurses in the
country, the trouble has been that they could
not get proper accommodation. Nurses sent
inte the country by the Government have
left again on that acecount; and for the same
reason many nurses will not go into the
country. .

Mr. FOLEY: In the case of aasisted hos-
pitals all fees collected go to the institu-
tion, and there is an arrangement as to
what portion, if any, of the fees the doctor
may take. 1f an indigent case comes to an
assisted hospital the committee do not class
the patient as indigent, although in such
circumstances they would receive more money
from the Governmcnt for that patient’s
treatment. The committee put him down
as & paying  opatient. This refers
especially to  hospitals in  the min-
ing distriets. He 1is shown on the
hospital books as a paying patient although
he may not pay anything while receiving
treatment or for a considarable time ufter-
wards, In a mining community thers is
always a chance for a mau to male a hit
of money pretty quickly; and m nine cuisos
out of ten the men who make money do
pay for their treatment afterwards. All
goldfield hospital cowmmittees look at the
matter in that light, and so they avoid
taking from the Government, in respeet of
indigent patients, public money that other.
wise would be received by them. Tf the
same system were adopted in eountry dia-
tricts, the people there would very soon be
provided as they desirs in the matter of
motor ambulances. IT they obtained puy-
ment for hospital freabrient ns I suggest,
they would socn be ahle to nake their vwn
arrangements as te amhulanees, I hope
that in the near future the Government will
reconsider the whole guaestion of hospital
supervision, and that inspeeters will he
appointed to visit the variowa hospitals, not
with a view of criticising adversely unless
there iz real ocension for ib, but with the
intention of assisting the committees to
run  their institutions better and more
economically than is now the case. Every
representative of an outbhack distriet will
confirm me in saying that little prejudices
creep in, and that sneh prejudices need to
be broken down. Business people outback
are apt to think that they kecp the whole
place going, and that they should get all
the trade of the place, A good inspector
would frequently be able to show the hos-
pital ecommittees where they could save
money by buying in better markets, either
locally or elsewhere. In my distriet store-
keepers, in retvrn for a payment of l1s. 64.
per week, obtain hospital treatment for
themselves and their families, and there-
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fore cannot argue that they do more to
keep the hogpitals going than is done by
the average worker in the district.

Mr. PICKERING: The distriet L repre-
sent suffers very badly owing to the lack
of proper medical attention. The doetor
at Busselton has to cover a very wide dis-
trict extending from Capel to Augusta, a
distance of 60 miles. The only way to get
about is by motor, and the difficulty and
cost of bringing patients in is very great
indeed, SBome of the country doctors are
not young enough to do the work, and some
are not altogether what we desire in the
© way of medical men. Some doctors have
grown old in the service, and are not well
enough off to retire.  The Government
shonld consider the question of giving them
compensation and replacing them with
younger men. Thig is a matter of great
importance to the country, and inquiry
should be made into it. When speaking on
the general debate, I drew attention to the
fact that the Medical Department had
promised to provide a sum for extra
accommodation in the maternity ward at
the Bussclton hospital. The Minister, in
replying to the debate, ‘made no comment
on this point, and I would like to know
whother the Government this yvear ean give
eﬂ'ectt to the wishes of the Medical Depart-
ment,

Item, Master, clerk, matrons, storvekeeper,
nurses, orderlics, female attendants and
domestic staff, temporary lahour, allow-
ances, ete., £6,500: '

Mr, JONES: T take it this item relates
to the homes for old men and old women.
In connection with all Goverument institu-
tions there is noticeable & growing tend-
ency to treat those who have to avail them-
selves of the institutions too much on the
lines of the ¢ld British workhouse system.
Onec a man or a woman finds it necessary
to geek refuge in what should be an asylum
for the declining days of life, he or she
seems to lose individuality and to become
known by a number. This tendency should
be checked. The leader of the Opposition
direeted attention to the shoeking state of
overcrowding at the Old Men’s Home. If
members really desire to carry out the
State’s duty to men who have spent the
best of their years in helping to build np
the vesources of the State, they should
inspect the institution for themselves. This
would he much more impressive than a long
statement made in the House. When the
Government are considering the over-
ecrowded state of the institution would it
not be possible to introduce, instead of the
barracks, gaol or English workhouse -system
that exists in both the old men’s and old
women’s homes, the cottage system for old
eouples? I am satisfied it could be worked
muck more cheaply than the present asys-
tem, and would give a fair deal to the old
couples who have not been sufficiently cun-
ning and dishonest to pile wp a fortune to
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enable them to live in luxury during their
deelining years.

The Minister for Mines:
poor.

Mr., JONES: I am going that way, but
association with the Minister will no doubt
teach me many things I do not know at
present,

The Minister for Works: You do not
know what you are talking about.

Mr. JONES: It wonld be more humanue,

You will not die

.instead of separating couples as under the

oll English workhouse system, to give them
cottages,

Mr. Pickering: They are not doing it in
England now; they have alms housca.

Mr. JONES: The alms house i$ worse
than the present system; the very name of
it is repulsive, I would not suggest that
the people, who have made it possible for
us to live here, should have to go into alms
houses. These cottages are a right, not
alms, net charity, to the pioneers of the
State—men who went out and Dbraved
the hardships in the early days—a right
they have earmed from the community
and, when the Minister for Works prepares
estimates for additions to these institutions,
T believe he will endeavour to provide a sys-
tem which will obviate the necessity for
separating married couples.

The Minister for Works:
reinforee for you to-morrow,

Mr. JONES: If the Minister bhuilt any-
thing for me, he would be in need of rein-
forcements.

The Minister for Works:
you would stay there,

The CHAIRMAN: This is entirely be-
side the subjeet before the Committec,

Mr. JONES: The oecupants of these
homes number 700, and though 90 per cent.
are eligible for the old age pension, only
240 are receiving it. The department shonld
look into thizs matter. Of the pension, 10s.
6d. is taken by the State for maintenance,
and the remaining 2s. is given to the indi-
vidual - for pocket money. The Common-
wealth Act makes it compulsary for an ap-
plicant for the pension to live outside for
six months after receiving it. This is a ridi-
culous position, and one which probably
could be overcome. It would pay the State
to augment the pension of an eligible in-
mate for six months to enahle him to live
outside during the summer and, if it became
uccessary in winter, lie could scek the shelter
of the home, and the State wounld make a
profit.

The Minister for Mines: You wonld nob
suggest making a profit out of the poor old
people? .

Mr. JONES: No; my main consideration
is to get for these men the 2s a week which
they are cntitled to and are mot receiving
to-day.

Hon. W, G. Angwin: That is the fault of
the Commonwealth Government,

Mr. JONES: Yes, I am hlaming the
Commeonwealth, Tt i3 an ahsurd provision

I will huild a

If T got you,
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in the Aet; the department should endea-
vour to overcome it. For an old man who
has been a smoker all bis days, a weekly al-
lowance of one small plug of tobacey such
a3 T hold in my hand is hardly what I, as a
heavy smoker, should like to look forward
to. This was given me by onc of the old
meil.

The Minister for Mines: It was a shame
to take it; you are a profiteer.

Mr. JONES: I intend to exhibit it.
There is a certain amount of humour in
producing this stick of tobaeco, but when
one considers that this is the weekly allow-
ance of men who probably have been heavy
smokers, it will be realised that a little more
congideration is due to them. If we ean as-
sist them to get the 2s. a week, it will en-
able them to obtain a few of the little com-
forts which arc their right. Under the will
. of the late Mr. Padbury, a certain amount
was set aside for comforts, and this allevi-
ates the position somewhat in regard o
iobaceo, though not so far as I cculd wish.
The member for Claremont (Mr. Duif) sug-
gested that portion of the bequest should be
utilised to build 2 kiosk in the grounds.
That would eunt down the allowance of to-
bacco still further, T do not know whether
that was his intention, Though there is no
kiosk at the institution, profiteering is going
on inside the Old Men’s Home. The Gov-
ernment permitted a returned soldier to open
n small dry canteen. He did not like the
position and sold it to a gentleman who
lives in Nedlands, and for two hours a day
this gentleman goes there to sell little eom-
forts to the old men at very mnch enhanced
prices. T am informed that he charges 1s. a
dozen for natches which ean be purchased
outside for 7d.; for chcese 1z, 94. a pound
when the same quality eéan be bought for ls.
6d; and so on through the list. The dry
canteen is permitted by the Government, and
they should sec that profit is not made out of
the old men, A dry canteen is necessary,
and the department shovld establish one and
supply these articles to the old men at cost
prices. Heaven knows their spending silver
is little énough withont allowing profiteer-
ing ot this kind! The portion of the huild-
ing most in need of alteration is the kitchen.
Like most of the Government institutions, the
kitchen i fitted uwp with two very small
ranges which would not be big emough for
an ordinary family. There are big appli-
ances for steaming faod, and all the meat
the inmates get is steamed.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 1o 7.30 pam.

Mr. JONES: The dietary scale for 1917
for the home gives, as the aunlhorised meat
allowanee per inmate, 140z3. including bone,
or 10ozs, without bone, T question whe-
ther that allowance is really given to the
old men. The dietary scale further sets
out that roast beef or mutton should be sup-
plied onee a weck, if practiecable. T know
that at present it is not practiesble, but I
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ask the Government to endeavour to give
to the home the necessary appliances to en-
able the inmates to get a greater variety
of food. To bhe given steamed mecat for
five days in the week, when all the nourish-
ment has been removed is ot the best thing
for the old men.

Mr. Money: The best way of ecocking
meat is to steam it.

Mr, JONES: TIlon. mombers who have
Jjust had a repast of soup, fish and roast
meat are not in a position to appreciate
the effect of such a dietary scale. On TFriday
the fish served to the inmates ia invariably
tinned fish, notwithstanding that we have
large supplies of fresh fish in our Western
Australian waters, That is a matter which
the Minister could well take in hand. 1
think the rest of the diet at this institu-
tion, ecomprising porridge, Lread and butter,
and so forth, could also he varied for the
sake of the health and constitvtion of the
inmates. With regard to the amusement
provided, it is to be regretied that it was
necesgiary to turn the old reercation room
into a bedroom. Seores of the old men now
have to erowd into & small verandah space,
which c¢ould not comfortably accommodate
20. Proper amusement should be provided
for the inmates of all our Government in-
gtitutions. Tt frequenmtly happens that ‘most
of the amusement they have consists of per-
formances by eighth rate artists, to whom I
should be reluetant to have to listen. I
sugpest that a State orchestra should be
formed for the amuscement of the inmates,
though not on the lines of the orchestra in
New South Wales, which is ehicfly rescrved
for the ‘‘snoboeracy’’ of that State.

The CHAIRMAN: There is nothing in
the Estimates about an orchestra, Will
the member confine his remarks to the mat-

-ter before the Chair?

Mr. JONES: I am satisfied that a high
cluss concert in these institutions, partien-
larly in the gaols and State hogpitals, would
be a wondarful benefit to those whe so badly
need the cheering’ influence of amusement
and the mental eure that music provides.

The Minister for Works: Would you have
classieal musie there?

Mr. JONES: TUndoubtedly! A commit-
tee of musicians would be betler able to
state the most suitable clags of music to
be provided. I would not suggest Wagner
at the Mental Hospital, Probably Beet-
hoven or Mozart would he better; some-
thing with a quiet movement. Modem
thinkers mmst take this matter seriously.

The Minister for Mines: Try them with
the bagpipes; if they sthad them they will
stand anything,

Mr. JONES: T hope that better accom-
modation will be provided in feture at this”
institution, and also better amusement and
more reercation for the inmafes to whom
this counfry owes more than it ean ever re-
pay.

Mr. DUFF: The member for TFremantle
has referved te the part T plaved in the
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proposal to build the kiosk in Claremont.
1 approached the Minister for Eduecation,
who stated that the idea of lwilding this
kiosk was a good one, and tlhat he would
be pleased to have it built, if possible. He
did not think it could be built out of the
Padbury bequest. I said if it was posgible
to get it built by the Government it would
be better to do se. The hon, member also
stated that the inmates are given a stick
of tobaceo, and showed us a sample of three
or four inches in length.

Hon. T. Walker: It was only two inches
in length.

Mr. DUFY: “There have been a few re-
marks made as to how the inmates of the
homes should be treatcd in the matter of
comforts, more particularly at Christmas
time. Having read a letter that was ad-
dressed to the public by Miss M. E. H.
Padbury, a niece of the deceased gentleman,
I made inguoirics of the trostees of the es-
tate to find out exactly what they were sub-
seribing. The testator directed that the
earnings of £30,000 should be spent on the
0id Men's Home. 1 asesrtained that for
the 12 months ended Augnst of this year
the trustecs had expended £1,100. Of that
amount 4,285lbs. of tobaceo represented
£737, The difference of £363 was spent in
other gomforts, such as picture shows, thea-
trical entertainments and the like. The
sum represents only about 7d. per week per
inmate. 1 was sorry to jee the letter ad-
dressed to the public by Miss Padbury, who
is endeavouring, if possible, to divert the
charity from the Old Men’s Home. At
Curistinas time all the old men look for-
ward to a little entertainmant, and as one
who hes subscribed annually, I think Miss
Padbury is not doing the right thing. As
to the orchestra

The CHAIRMAN: We are not dealing
with the orehestra.

‘The Minister for Mines:
with the Liedertafel.

Commisgioner of Public Health,

Yon can deal

Ttem,
£1,020:

Mr., WILLCOCK: Complaints have been
made in referencc.to some men who were
at Rochourne three months ago. They
wished to travel down the coast, hut the
agent of the steamer wonld mnot  issue
tickets until they had certificates from the
resident medical officer. Tn Perth the de-
partment provides such medical examina-
tion free. The resident medical officer nt
Rocbourne reecives £650 per annuom, yet
when these men presented themselves for
cxamination he charged them a guinea each.
each. '

Mr. Teesdale: It is a Federal fee

Mr. WILLCOCK: No. The man who
charged this exorbitant fee is comtrolled by
the Commissioner of Publie Heslth. Tt is up
to the department to either muhke a standing
charge or issue some ruling so that people
who have to travel will not be ontrageously
robbed. T hope the Commissioner will give
consideration to this case. The officer con-
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cerned should be asked for an explanation.
Also, I should like to kmow when we are
to have the position of Prinecipal Medi-
cal Officer filled. The Commissioner of Pub-
lic Health has quite sufficient to do in his
own department without having to attempt
to fill the dual position.

Mr. TEESDALE:  Reference has been
made to a medical officer in my constituency.
I have just come Qown from Darwin, and
at cach ot the ports along the coast I was.
charged a fee by the medical officer for in-
spection before being =allowed aboard the
boat. I was assured that it was a Federal
matter, that the fecs had to be remitted to
Melbourne, and that it had nothing what-
ever to do with the State department.

Mr. JONES: According to the Estimates
it would seetn that the Commissiouer of Pub-
lic Health has soffered a reduction from.
£1,067 to £1,020. This iy the most im-
portant position in the State, and it is being
particelary well filled by the present occu-
pant.  In addition to his ordinary duties.
he has had quarantine regulations to deal
wvith this year and I should not have been
at all surprised if an increase in salary had
been provided. Government after Govern-
ment seriously handicap the Commissioner
of Public Health, who is responsibie for the
health of tho community. He is responsible
for the health of the citizens until they fall
ill, whereupon they are handed over to the
ecare of private doctors. No commissioner
of public health can properly perform his.
duties unless the medieal practitioners of
the State are public servants ingtead of he-
ing forced by competition down to the level
of petty hucksterers. The care of the sick
and the dispensing of medieines shonld not
be in the hands of men not responsible to
the State. With the competition which ex-
ists among medical practitioners, & medical

.man with a faeility for making friends is

the man who gets the biggest praectice irres
pective of his abilitiecs as a doctor.
The Minister for Mines: What has it te
do with the Commisgioner of Public Health?
Mr, JONES: Tt handicaps him unfairly
by not afferding him proper provision for
keeping the community healthy, Let us give
him proper facilitics to deal with the health
of the people. At present we are handieap-
ping him and not giving him a fair chance,
in fact we are spoiling a good man’s efforts,
The CHATRMAN: We arc not discussing
the policy of the department; we arc digeuss-
ing items.
6ir\'[r. JONES: It is part of our duty te
gee that the Commissioner gets a fair show,
and we are not giving it to him with pri-
vate enterprise contrelling the health of the
peovle of the State.

The Minister for Works: What do you
suggest?
Mr. JONES: I suggest that.every mudi-

enl man in the State be made a public ser-
vant and that the State be divided into dis-
triets.

The CHAIRMAN: T suggest that the
hon. memhber confine himself to tha item,
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Mr, WILLCOCK: I have asked the Min-
ister for Mines several questions but L have
not received a reply. I want to know if it is
intended to £11 the office of prineipal medi-
cal officer, I also asked a question about the
gxorbitant charge made by medical officers
on the North-West coast. 1 submitted the
matter to the Federal authorities, but they
said it was o State matter as the passen-
gers were travelling from one State port
to unoether. These people on whose behalf
I made eomplaints were travelling from
Roebourne t¢ Derby and they were charged
exorbitant feecs by the medical officer at
Roehourne,

Mr. Teesdale: T myself paid a guinea, 10s.
©d, and 2a 6d.

Mr. WILLCOCK: What I want to know
from the Minister is whether therc shouild
be a fixed rate. One of the advantages of
centralisation is that in the capital city it
is possible to get o certificate from 2 doctor
during the period of an epidemic for noth-

ing if one goes to a Government
oficer, and if a private practitioner
is  consulted the fee is B2s. 6d.

Immediately you go to a country doetor he
charges a guinea. There should be a uniform
rate.  The people have been shamclessly
robbed. There was supposed to be an out-
break of inflrenza on the North coast, and
the agent of the steamer at Roebourne wounld
not issue tickets to intending passengers un-
til they had been certified by the local health
officer as free from disease. No fewer than
13 people consulted this medieal man, and
in the space of four minutes he eollected
13 gnineas from them, and without even put-
ting & thermometer in their mouths.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am very
anxions to give all the information that is
available to me. With regard to the Com-
misgioner ‘s salary, there has been no redue-
tion. It is £1,020 per annum, Last year
he received £47, being the balance of an
allowance made to him for speeial duties per-
formed in the previous year. Xt is not the
intention of the Government {0 separate the
position of principal medicat officer from the
Commissioner of Public Health, Regard-
ing the other matter mentioned by the mem-
ber for Geraldton, it is the first I have
heard of it. I am doubtful whether he
brought it under the notice of the depart-
ment.

Mr, Willeock: I brought it under the
notice of the under secretary,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T cannot
give the information the hon. member de.
sires.

Mr, Willcock: Will you represent the mat-
ter to the Minister?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T have no
objection to doing that, to see whether he
can prevent what are after all unreasonable
charges which are frequently made by medi-
¢al practitioners. Of course it is not an easy
matter to get a practitioner to go to distant
parts of the State, and when they do go to
those places, the Government have to pay
them a retaining fee so that they may attend
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to indigent cases. If we adopt any harsh
meagures, we¢ may find ourselves in a worse
position by reason of these medical officers
leaving those outback distriets. At the same
time, the question of the imposition of uni-
form fees should receive attention, and I will
bring it under the notice of the Minister,

‘Item, Clerks and inspectors, £4,807:

Mr. DUFF: I desire to say a few words
about the inspectors who are employed in
this State. These officers in 1912 were
classified at a minimum salary of £204, to
be increased after the passing of three ex-
aminations, and stiff ones, in health matters,
meat ingpection and sanitary science.. The
officers appealed against thé classification,
and the Commissioner of Health stated in
evidence that a competent inspector was
worth £300 per annum. They were then
clagsified at £300. That was in 1912, but
to-day the maximum paid to inspectors is
still £240. According to Knibbs, who has
been so often quoted, the cost of living to-
day is 40 per cent. higher than it was befors
the war. That means that the inspeetors?’
salaries would to-day be equivalent to £144
ingtead -of £240, whereas if the position were
put the other way, they should be getting
£336 per annum. The duties of these in-
spectors are many and varied, and they were
particularly heavy during the influenza epi-
demic, They are often called from their
homes at short notice and sent to country
distriets. They have to travel in all kinds of
conveyunces and under sech conditions their
clothing ia put to a severe test. Naturally
they find it diffieult to get through on £240.

The Minister for Mines: They are getting
a rise this year and special bonuses.

Mr. DUFF: Up to date they have not re-
ceived these.

The Minister for Mines: T am telling you
that they have.

Mr. DUFF: These officers are also ob-
liged to work hundreds of hours overtime
and they never get paid for it, in apite of the
fact that Public Secrvice Regulation 11 pro-
vides for additional payment for such over-
time,

The Minister for Mines: I tell you that
they have been given an increase,

Mr. DUFP: I am pleased to hear it, Mr.
Greenhill is recognised as onme of the best
qualified inspectors in the "Commenwealth,
and he has been drawing the meagre salary
of £264, a paltry amount which is less than
many country inspectors and many sanitary
cart drivers receive. The chief inspector for
Perth ecity receives £450 per annum, but he
left the service of the Health Department.
The inspectors for Boulder and Kalgoorlie
receive £28G, and the Northam and Gerald-
ton inspectors £300. The Geraldton ingpec-
tor also left the department. The Perth City
Council have raised the salaries of their in-
spectors by £12 per annum, and have re-
cently appointed 3 food inspector at a salary
of £234, This last-named officer also left
the State service, Inspecter Berry during
nine monthg worked' 662 hours, ineluding 24
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Sundays and six Public Service holidays, and
also did 142 hours’ travelling. Two ofher
inspectors put in about the same number of
hours, The Government have not offered one
of those inspectors a penny overtime. In
1912 the clagsification of the inspectors was
raised to £300. They have important duties
to perform, and should not be kept on their
present paltry salaries,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have not
the slightest objection to raise to the fact
that the hon. member makes representations
on behalf of these inspectors, but it s fair
to tell him that certain officers of the Publie
Service are paid overtime if they are called
upon to work overtime.

Mr. Duff: The clerks are paid overtime.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It would
be impracticable to pay overtime to officers
who are under no control regarding hours.

Mr, Duff: The influenza epidemic occa-
siongd a great deal of overtime.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: True; but
a Government must handle these matters in
a proper way. We have a Public Serviee
Commissioner to attend to them, and upon
their being referred to him he makes in-
quiries and then submits recommendations to
Cabinet. If the changed eonditions as re-
gards these inspeetors are to prove perman-
ent, there will have to be a reclassification;
but I do not think the new conditions will
prove permanent.

Mr. Dufi: These men are doing liquor in-
spection as well.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They do
very little of that.

Mr. Duff: As 2 result, the Government
have saved one man in the work of liquor
inspection.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
gards overtime, the Government bave
already on the Public Service Commis-
signer’s recommendation granted speeial
allowances of £30 to these officers who,
while not entitled to overtime, have had to
work extra hours,

Mr. WILLCOCK: The inspection of teeth
of school children ia at present carried out
by medical men, who admittedly aro mnot
qualified for dental work., I am assured by
dentists that some of the recommendations
made by doctors with respeet to the teeth
of children are ridiculous. A dentist should
be appointed for this work.

Mr, GREEN: The cxamination of tecth of
children is altogether neglected in this State.
The teeth of my children, while attending
State schools, were examined only once, and
the reccommendations then made were not
carried ount. The present position supports
an ides, which is gaining ground, that the
number of dentists in this S{ate is altegether
insufficient for the work; and therefore I
hope that the Bill which the Government are
abhout to introduce with a view to inereasing
the health service in this respect, will be
passedl.

Vote put and passed.

As  re-
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This completed the Estimates of the Pub.
lic Health Department.

Colonial Secretary’s Departmenf, Hon, T.
F. Broun, Minister.

Postponed Vote—Lunacy and Inebriates,
£70,100:

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [8.23]: It is not my desire to occupy
the time of the Committee in discussing this
vote if the Colonial Secretary will give an
uwndertaking that we shall have, later, an op-
portunity of discussing the report of the sel-
ect committee whieh inyuired inlo the Hos-
pital for the Insane.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon, 1.
F. Broun—Beverley) [8.24]: I give hon.
members the assurance that they will have
an opportonity of discussing the report of
that select committee, because T want hon.
members to read the report and evidemce
and then diseuss the subject, so that I may
have an opporiunity of getting the feeling
of the Chamber on the subject,

Hon, P. COLLIER (Boulder) [8.25]: I do
not quite know what we ought to do in re-
gard to lunacy adininistration, I am very
gecptical as to any result being obtained from
a discussion of the seleet committec’s report.
The Minister’s promise ig that an oppor-
tunity will be given, hefore the session
closes, to congider that report; bLut once the
Estimates for the departinent have been
passed, I know, from experience, that very
little satisfaction can be obtained as the re-
sult of any general discussion. My advice
to any membors of this Committee who want
to disenss the pgeneral management of the
Lunacy Department ig to take advantage of
the opportunity which presents itself now.

The Minister for Mines: We do not want
to discuss the matter generally twice.

Hen. P, COLLIER: While the Estinates
are before the Chamber, one has the oppor-
tunity of refusing to pass the items if the
policy ‘of the Government is not satisfactory.
In Committee of Supply, the House has in-
finitely greater power to impress upon the
Government its views regarding such an in-
stitution as the Hospital for the Iasane,
than in the discussion of a sgelect
committee’s report.

The Colonial Becretary: But we require
these amounts in any case.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. But the Com-
mittee may think it advisable to divert
amounts from partievlar items. Personally
T am not disposed to agree to the passing,
for instance, of the salary of the Inspector
Gaeneral of the Insane, until T have some
iden of the poliecy which the Government in-
tend to pursue regarding tle management of
the Claremont institution. Before T am ealled
upon to vote for that item, I should like
to know whether the Government infend to
adopt the recommendation of the seleet com-
mittee that a board of control should be ap-
nointed to take the place of the system of
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control obtaining at the present time. We
know very well that if the Minister in charge
of the department had had-his way, there
would have been no inquiry at all into the
insgtitution, He strenuously resisted the ap-
pointment of thoe select committee, even to
the extent of arming himself with bulky vol-
umes of medieal anthorities in order to quote
to the Houge the cffect which certain medi-
¢ines would have upon paticnts when admin-
istered in a certain way, Having regard to
the fact that the seleet ¢committee were ap-
peinted by a vote of this House in defiance
of the Government, as the result of a divi-
sion in which every Minister opposed that
appointment, T am not very optimistic as to
the attitude which will be adopted
by the Government towards the report
now that it has been presented, The
Minister objected to the inquiry. He
held there was no ground for complaint or
inquiry, but a perusal of the report and
some of the evidence reveals a condition of
things with regard to the management of
this institution which is a disgrace to this
eountry and »a shocking reflection on the
officials responsible for it. There can be
ne question about that. The report is
couched in mild language quite befitting a
Lody of men entrusted with the responsi-
bility of reporting upon the jimportant
questions delegated to the comwmittee. But
it is an outstanding fact that the manage-
ment of this institotion has been in a state
of chaos for some time., There has heen
practically no management at all, and this
Jhas been due to the faet that the officer in
charge, the Inspector General of the In-
sane, is entirely unsuited and unfitted for
his position. It iz one of those appoint-
ments which shonld never have been made.
The Government, throughout the publie
serviee, have refrnined  during the
war period from making permanent ap-
pointments, for the reason that it would not
be fair to the large mumber of public ser-
vants who were at the war if places were
filled permanently and they were thus de-
nied a possible opportunity io secure pro-
motion te which they might be entitled. I
know of no seetion of the community from
whom a greater number proportionately
were drawn for war service than the medi-
eal profession. This State was stripped of
the services of medical men to a greater
extent than those belonging to any other
elasy and, while seores of our medical men
were at the war, this position was filled
almost immediately it became vacant. The
officer now holding the position was ap-
pointed permanently, and in a surreptitious,
vnderhand manner. An important pgst,
which ecarrics with it the managemneunt of
an institution of 700 of our most helpless
people and the highest salary paid to any
medieal officer in this State, a salary even
higher than that paid to the Principal
Medieal Officer, such a post, I say, was
filled withont the publiec knowing anything
about it. The posgition was not advertised

1583

either in this State or in any other State,
and it was not known to anyoune that tle
position had been filled wntil & notifieation
appeared in the daily Press, When an ap-
pointment is made in an underhand riznner
such as I have described, satisfaction can-
not bp obtained. The whole of the evidence
Placed before the seleet committee demon-
strates on every hand that there has been
no proper management of the inmstitution,
It demonstrates that the officer in charge
is not fit for the pest and never will be fit
or capable of providing cffective wmanage-
ment. He hasg shown over and over again
that he is of an autoeratic, domiaecering
disposition, quite the opposite to that which
should be possessed by a man in charge of
an ingtitution sueh as the Hospital for the
Insane. We lave instances innumearable
throughout the report which amply show
that Dr. Anderson is not the man for this
post. The inmates were isolated Auring the
infinenza outbreak, and I believe that was
quite the right thing to do. It would have
been altogether too great a risk fo have
allowed the attendants to mix freely with
the ocutside public and so possibly ecarry
the discase to the unfortunate inmates of
the institution. But even & regulation of
that kind, one would have expected would
have been administered with judgment and
not in the high-handed autoeratic manner
adopted by the Imspeetor General. Would
snyenc attempt to justify the action of Dr,
Anderson in refuging, under special circum-
stances, leave to one of the attendants, a
returned soldier, whose wife was about to
underge a serions operation, e asked for
leave to see her before the operation wis
performed. I believe he offered to remain
in isclation during the necessary period to
ensure that he was free from infection be-
fore he returned to his duties, A verbal
application was made and it was refused.
A courteous letter was written again re-
questing permission to go out to see his
wife, and yet a reasonable request of that
kind was denied by this officer. Surely Dr.
Anderson could have done without the ser-
vices of that attendant for the three to five
dnys nceessary to ensure that he bad not
contracted the disease while out. Any man
with any feelings of humanity or with
common sense, reason, discretion or judg-
ment would not have refused a request
like that. T consider that a man, who
would refuse a request of this kind, is not
fit to be in charge of a party of black-
fellows, lot alone such an institution ag the
Hospital for the Insane. It i3 an extraord-
inary thing, too, that the Inspector General
seems to bhave come into confliet with most
of the returned soldiers on the staff of the
institution, or at least this high-handed
manner was displayed to returned soldiers
in particular. ‘The ease I have just men-
tiencd, that of atterdant Bdwards, was ome
of a returned soldier, There was another
case of o returned soldier who asked for
special leave to attend 2 ease in the divorce
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That was another instance - where
adopted the same high-
handed, autocratic manner and refused
leave. When a number of the attendants
were dismissed becaunse they broke isola-
tion, the Inspector General not only dis-
missed 16 or 17 of them but, whether
through the instrumentality of the Inspee-
tor General or some other officials of the
public serviee, I know not, certain it is
they were not satisfied with dismissing
these men but pursned them outside wher-
gver they endeavoured to secure employ-
ment, They were vietimised and pursued
and dismissed, or prevented from obtaining
employment. In the regulations of tha Police
Department it s impressed upon all members
of the force most strongly that, when a man
is discharged from prison, he must not be
pursued by the police or be pointed ocut or
made known to anyone who might employ
him.

Hon, T. Walker: They do it, nevertheless.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I believe they do it.

Hon. T, Walker: I know of cases.

Mr. Jones: The same spirit as was dis-
played by tho Inspector General.

Hon. T, COLLIER: Yes, but it is one of
the regulations of the foree that this shall
not be done. Yet we find honest men with
long ycars of service who, having had a dis-
agreement with the Ingpeetor General are dis-
migsed. These men are to be starved and not
permitted to obtain employment if this auto-
erat or those associated with him ecan help
it.  Right through the piece, we find the
make-up, the mental equipment, the tempera-
ment of the man in charge of the imstitution
demonstrated in this way. He should have
been in charge of an institution in Russia
during the days of the Czar, or should have
heen one of the attendants or even the chisf
of staff to the Kaiser. He would have been
nmore fitted for this than for the chief office
in the Claremont institution. Take the case
of attendant McGowan, who was 12 years in
the service of the institution: he was given
leave because of ill-health. He was supposed
to be affected with tuberculosis; he went to
the Wooroloo sanatorium and obtained a cer-
tificate from the doetor in charge of the
sanatorium that he was entirely free from the
discase, Notwithstanding that, and without
being given any opportunity by the Ingpector
General to prove that he had been eured, he
was given notice terminating his service, He
wpa not examined by any doctor connected
with the institution or on behalf of the in-
stitution. He was dismissed without an op-
portunity to defend himself or to present his
case. This is another instanee, and all of
these instances are in keeping with the gen-
eral attitude of this officer. MeGowan was
wnfortunate enough to become afflicted with
tuberculosis. He was fortunate enough to be
cured, and notwithstanding that he had been

court,
Dr. Anderson

12 years in the service without a mark against

him, he was turned out into the world without
any opportunity to earn his living, just be-
cause the Inspector General might have had
& liver or might have been drunk or withont

[ASSEMBLY,]

any rcason whatever. Is that the kind of
man the Minister stands forf  Apparently
theso things have been done under the juris-
diction of the Minister, and with the know-
ledge of the Minister too.

Hon, T. Walker: This was brought under
the Minister’s notice,

Hon, P, COLLIER: The Minister endorses
all thess things which the seleet committee
have eondemned, In every instance where
the seloct committec disapproved of the ae-
tion of the Inspector General, after full and
exhaustive inquiry and after examining 50 or
60 witnesses, everyone of these things, I say,
was approved by the Minister before the
sclect committee were appointed. But if the
House had not been wise enough to override
the Minjster’s wishes in the matter, these in-
justices would have ¢ontinued unredressed and
others would have been perpetrated as a re-
sult of the freedom of the Inspector General
from punishment for his past actions., The
Minister bas endorsed these things. If we
pass the Estimates he will, pursuing the same
policy, be prepared to endorse and support
gimilar atrocious actions on the part of the
autoeratic lInspector General.» There is an-
other c¢nse of a returned soldier. It is re-
markable that nearly all these instances re-
late to returned scldiers. This man went to
the war and had his arm damaged. He was
discharged as cured from the Bage hospital.
He declares that his arm now is better than
it was when he first went to Whitby Falls,
but he was dismisved by the Inspector Gon-
eral and turned out upon the world, presum-
ably becanse he was not fit to do duty.
Apparently there iz to be no consideration
shown for returned soldiers by the officials of
this institution.  Generally the Government
scrvice and private employers are sympathetic
towards returned soldiers if they are found
to be not guite so efficient a3 a result of their
wAr services.

The Minister for Workas:
matter with this man?

Hon. P. COLLLIER: He was shot in the
arm. Aeccording to the report of the select
committee he was more fit for his duty than
when he was employed there before. If he
was able to use only one arm, it is not for
the Goverament to turn a retnrned soldier
out to lock for other employment. If a man
was employed by the Government prior to
the war

"Hon, W. C. Angwin:
ployed prior to the war,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Then if Government
ingtitutions e¢annot find employment for re-
turned scldiers, it is not likely that private
employers will he able to do se when the man
wonld be required to render services to enable
his gmployer to compete with other employers.

The Minister for Works: He might be all
right for another avoeation bhut he was not
fit for this

Mr. Joues: He has done two and a half
years’ serviee since his arm was hurt.

Hon, P. COLLIER: There are other parts
of the institution where he eould be employed,
even if he did not possess physical fitness.

What was the

He was not cm-
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Hon, W. C. Angwin: He said his arm was
better when he was dismissed that when he
went there two and & half years ago.

The Minister for Works: L thought he was
attending on patients and would be pbysically
unfit for that.

Hon, P. COLLIER: There are patients and
patients in the institution. It is 2 peculiar
thing that returned soldiers were concerned
in most of the conflicta with the Inapector
General, No consideration seems to have
been extended to them in recogmnition of their
war services. The select committee found
that the fire appliances—one of the most im-
pertant things in an institation of this kind,
for we could imagine what would happen if
a fire went raging through those buildings—
were to a great extent out of order. No fire
drill had been done, and it appeared that the
question had received no consideration what-
ever.

Mr. Davies: That is very serious,

Hon, P. COLLIER: It is one of the most
serious indictments in the report, that there
are ne¢ proper appliances in the institution
for coping with an outbreak of fire.

The Minister for Works: I thonght Mr,
Lapsley went there every year,

Mr, Brown: He has not been there since
the institution wag built,

Hon. P. CORLIER: That iz not Mr. Laps.
ley’s fault. No doubt he would go there
to-morrow is he were asked to do se. This
is the fault of the management in not in-
viting him to inspect and report on the
appliances. It would he a calamity if a
fire started in the place, Very little atten-
tion has been given to the alarms for the
calling of attendants. It is no wonder that
in many e¢ases attendants are injured by
violent patients when the alarms are in such
& condition that they cannot be used for
calling assistanee at the earliest possible
moment. In every aspect of the manage-
ment of this institution we find laxity, chacs,
and indifference. There is a lack of proper
supervision from beginning to end.

Mr. Davies: Was the institution under-
manned ?

Hon, P. COLLIER: ‘It was teported to be
vndermanned, The Committes report that
in the hospital ward at night, where patients
are more or less violent, they are put into
straight-jackets for a longer period than
would be necessary but for the lack of suffi-
cient staff. Sergeant O'Meara, the second
Western Australian to win the Vietoria
Cross, is unfortunately, an inmate K in this
ingtitution. Although he is well enough to
be free from about 4 o'clock in the after-
noon until 8 o’cleck in the evening he is
then placed in a straight-jacket, and re-
mains in that condition until 11 o’clock the
next morning, It is & shocking thing for us
to think that men are subjected to this treat-
ment because of the lack of attendants. It
is prohable that there are also other cases
of this kind in the institution. I do not know
if the Inspector General has represented to
the Minister that he is short of staff. If he
hag not done so he is responsible for this
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state of affairs, hut if he has done so the
Minister is responeible, No matter how great
our deficit may be we cannot allow the repu-
tation of the State to suffer by permitfing
an ingtitution of this kind to e
undermanned merely on the score of ecomomy.
The report of the Committee deals also with
the much discussed question of croton il
The Minister spread himself o few nights
ago on thig subject, and displayed his auth-
orities to convince hon. members that eroton
oil was more or less a harmless medicine,

The Colonial Secretary: I did nothing of
the kind.

Hon. P. COLLAER: Then what was the
object of the Minister in quoting these auth-
orities?

The Colonial Secretary: It has been given
in evidence by medical men that this is
used in every institution, )

Hon, P. COLLIER: The Committee do not
object to that, but they report thaf, accord-
ing to the evidence of the storekeeper, croton
oil was vsed to a greater extent thom waa
adnitted by the Inspector General. It is
pnid that, on the average, croton oil has
been given on 150 days per annum for the
past five years.

The Minister for Works: That is not very
much considering that there are over 1,100
cases in the inatitution,

Hon. P, COLLIER: How does the Minis-
ter know whether this is often or mot? I
offer no opinion on the subject, but what
does the Minister know about it%

The Minister for Works: It does not seem
much to me, .

Hon, P, COLLIER: It would not seem
much to a man who had ne knowledge of the
subject, The Minister hag the temerity to
offer an opinion on o matter on which pro-
fesgors of medicine differ. Agpparently, too,
eroton oil has been administered by the at-
tendants.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The doctor said he
acarcely ever administered it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The doctor deniad
that it had often been administered for the
simple reason that he had not administered
mueh of it himself. It is apparent, there-
fore, that the attendants of their own voli-
tion administered this il

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Someone must have
done it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They would not have
got it from the storekeeper umless they had
intended to use it, This is another caze in.
dicative of the lax management and control
of the institution. One would have thought

.that a regulation weuld have been issued by

the Inspector General, seeing that this medi-
cine was not supposed to he given unless
under hia instruetioms, or those of the other
medical officers of the institution. Appar-
ently he does not care, and the attendants
can get what supplies they like and adminis-
ter them. There is a lack of variety in the
matter of food supplies, a greater lack of
variety than I bave ever beard of. It is no



1586

wonder that there are very few recoveries
in the institution.

Mr. Davies: All institutions are the same
in that respect. )

Hon, 'P. COLLIER: Not necessarily. In
any institetion in which there is a large num-
ber of immates there must be a lack of
variety in comparison with what would be
obtainable outside, but there are degrees of
lack of varieties, There could be somw
measure of variation, but apparently there
has been no attempt to give any. The Com-
mittee report—

Your Committee is of opinion that a
greater variety of food might with advan-
tage be supplied t{o the patients.: Bread
and butter and bread and jam for break-
fast and tea every day in the year is not
the best for the patients and should be
varied.

Por 365 days in the year I understand that
the diet for breakfast and tea is either
bread and butter or bread and jam.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And porridge twice
a week.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The diet could be
varied if the patients were only given bread
and dripping, or bread and treacle.  How
would we like to be given biead and jam
or bread and butter twice 2 Jay, morning
and evening, for a fortnignt?

The Minister for Works: I have seen the
time when I was glad of it.

The Colonial Secretary: There are thou-
sands of people who eat nothing else every
day for breakfast and do that all the year
round.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have not met many
of them.

The Colonial Seeretary: I have.

Hdn. P. COLLIER: If that is the diet in
Beverley I do not wonder that the hon.
member is representing it in this House.

The Colonial Seeretary: You have had
it many a time yourself.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, and I have been
glad to get it, but not as often as that. -

The Colonial Seeretary: Even when you
were able to get it?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. I ueually have
nothing else for breakfast but bread and
butter,

The Colonial Secretary: Then why com-
plain?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do mot have it
twice a day for 365 days in the vear.

The Colonial SBecretary: But the patients
are not working.

Hon. P. Colliecr: That oes not matter.
Orig’a taste for food iz mnot governed by
one’s oecupation.

The Colonial Secretary: I am aware of
that,

- Mr. CHATRMAN: Order! Hon. members
must keep order,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tf T were working
and eould get mothing else I would relish
bread and butter more than if T were doing
nothing. I would have =z healthy appetite.
A hungry man does not eomplain mueh
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about his foed. When I am deing nothing
I want more delicacies than when I'am
working.

The Colonial Seeretary: Quite the eon-
trary! ‘

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Government
should be able to provide a greater variety
of food than is disclosed by the report of
the Select Committee. Dr. Birmingham, in
his evidence, snggests that the institution
is more like a prizon than a hospital and
run on regulation prison lines

Hon. T. Walker: Onee you get in you

never get out,
. Hon, P. COLLIER: The Committee
found, what I have often suspected, that
the medical officers of the institution do
not give enough of their time to the pa-
tients. It has becn reported to me on several
occasions that once a person gets into the
institution he will remain there for the rest
of his life. Little attention is paid to the
patients, and they arve not exrmined indi-
vidually for months at o time. How can a
doctor know how the patients are progress-
ing, or what possibility these is of their
recovery, if he does not conduct a personal
examination at periodiecal intervals®

The Colonial Secretary: There is no oe-
casion to examine a patient for insanity. In
visible cases the insanity can 'he detected
without examination. .

Hon. P. COLLIER: There are many
cases of insanity which cannet readily be
detected, and it is easy for o layman te
he deceived by them.

The Colonial Secretary: Quite so!

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt is only the trained
man who can detect signs of insanity., Ve
know that persons are admitted to the insti-
tution in varying degrees of mental afflic-
tion, Some are only slightly affected, and
many of these after a few months are cured.
I know of many persons whe have been
permanently cured after heing in the inati-
tution for onmly a short time. These are the
people who require attention. If a person
who iz not seriously affested gets into the
ingtitution, and is threwn amongst the
general crowd and becomes lost there, his
chances of rtecovery are very much preju-
diced. This must be so, especially when the
institution to the patients is wholly inade-
it is. The report states that not more than
one and a half hours to two hours a day
are given by the doctors to the inmates.
What are they doing the rest of the time?
They reside on the premises, but appar-
ently they are attending to the rountine
management of the institution. That ought
not te be in an institution like that where
there are at least three medical officors.
Surely they cught to be able to devote more
than that amount of time vo the patients,
The time that is given by the doctors of the
ingtitution to the patients is wholly inade-
quate, I nm not surprised that that is so.
I am not exapgerating when I say that the
car which belongs to the institution can be
seen with the Inspector Genzral at all times
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during the week carcering arouné town, It
will even be seen going to race metings.

The Colonial Secretary: The Inspector
General very seldom attends race mectings.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have seen him myself
at a roce meeting ub Northam, There were
two of the doctors of the institution there.

The Colonial Secretary:  FProbably they
went there on official husiness,

Hon. P. COLLIER: And probably they
went there to examine some of the punters!
There would be need for a periodical ex-
amination of the men who go to race meet-
ings in the hope of taking down the book-
makers. If the object of the institution was
10 gather in as many as it possibly could, I
know of no one better than the doetors to
act as reeruiting officers, and' I know of no
Dbetter place for those doctors to visit than
the racecourse. We are not surprigsed when
the report of the seleet committee tells us
that only 1% or two hours are given daily
to the patients by the medical men, and we
are not surprised to learn a little further
on how low the percentage of recoveries is.
I ask hou. members to read the table which
appears in the report of the select commit.
tee. Nothing conld be more elognent than
the figures given in that table, of the tolally
inefficient management of the institution.
The report states—'‘Your committee desires
to draw attention to the percentage of re-
coveries ‘to admissions at the Claremont in-
stitution during the past 17 years.”’ And
then fellows the table of percentages. I have
read something about the percentage of re-
eoveries in the hogpitals for the insane in
different parts of the world and authoritics
writing on the subject draw attention to the
romarkable faet that in practically every
country where the institutions are efficiently
managed the percentage of recoveries is
abont the same. We find that at Claremont
in the year 1902 the percentage of recover-
ies was 51. It dropped in 1912 to 40 per

eent., but it never fell below 27. In 1913°

it was 33, in 1014 it was 40, in 1915 it was
44, in 1916 it was 33, and in 1917 23, the
lowest in the history of the institution until
1918, when it dropped to 15. It fell trom
51 per cent. in 1902 to 15 per cent, in 1918,
When the committee ‘asked the i[nspector
General how he accounted for this hig drop,
he replied that he could not aceount for it,
except that the patients had not recovered.
e eould give no reason at all for that great
fall.

The Minister for Mines: Except that they
did not recover.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I wonder whether the
committee felt any wiser when they got
that answer. I venture to sapply the reason
which the Inspector General refrained from
giving.  Coincident with this great fall is
the date of the appointment of Dr. Anderson
as Tnspector General. He was appointed in
1917, before which time the late Dr. Mont-
gomery was in charge for many years.

The Colonial Secretary: He wag appointed
in 1916.

[59]
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Hon, P, COLLIER: His baneful influence
had not time to operate on the figures for
1916, but the cifect of it is shown in the
figures for 1917. How can the Inspeetor
General be absolved from responsibility? We
find that immediately he assumed control of
the institution the percentages of recoveries
began to drop. The year 1917 showa a de-
erease to 23, the lowest in the history of tho
hospital, and in 1918 the figures further fall
te the astounding total of 15,

The Colonial Secretary: They vary simi-
larly in the Ilastern States. If the hon,
member goes back he will find that in 1903
the percentage was 29,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, and in 1907 and
1908 the figures were 28, and those are the
only years in which the figures fell below
30

Mr, Davies: The war may have had some-
thing to do with the drop.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know that
that would be so, although I believe the peo-
ple were somewhat mentally affeeted during
the war period, capecially when I look across
the floor of the House and see the big major-
ity there.

Hon. W, ¢, Angwin: I asked Dr, Ander-
son whether he thought the war had any-
thing to do with the figures, and he said it
might have had something to do with them.

Hon. P. COLTIER: It would be an ex-
traordinary thing if the war affected the
position to the extent shown in the figures.
I shall be glad if the Minister will show me
that there has heen a similar deeline in any
of the other States. I am not going to say
that the Tnspector General is wholly respon-
sible; T believe that the overcrowding at the
institution plays a congiderable part. If an
institution of this kind is overcrowded, it
must be agreed that there are not the same
possihilties of recovery as thers would be in
an institution where there was more space.

Mr, Pickering: That is not the Inspector
General’s fault.

Hon. P. COLLTER: WNo. I know that the
Inspeetor General and his staff have been
asking for additional aceommodation for
years past and that it has been denied to
them, but having regard to the general man-
agement, or the want of management dis-
played by the Inspector General, he must he
responsible to some degree for the falling
off in the number of persons who have recov-
ered. I do not feel disposed to vote for the
money set down on these Estimates until we
have some iden of what the Government pro-
pose to Ao, The Estimates should be further
postponed until the discussion has taken
place on the select committee’s report, The
Minister has told us that he will at that
stage be in a position to announce the
policy of the Government with regard to the
reecommendations made by the eommittee.
We will then be in a better position to de-
cide what ought to be done. But I know
that when the Estimates are throngh, that
will be the end of it s0 far as the House ia
concerned, though the Minister, of eourse,
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will still be responsible to Parliament. The
matter, however, is too serious to be permit-
ted to pass Jightly. I understand that the
autocratic Inspeetor General compels attend-
ants to salute him as they pass bim, Here
we bave a touch of militarism ereeping into
the institution. We know that is one of the
things wmore than anything else which got
the Australian soldier into trouble—his
utter dislike of saluting officers on meeting
them in the street. If im civil life attend-
ants at a hospital for the insane are ex-
pected to salute the superior officer, it is a
monstrous practice to expect them to have
to perform. Where will it end? We shall
find the Minister on arriving at his office in
the morning being saluted by the permauent
head, and the permanent head being saluted
by the chief clerk and the chief clerk being
saluted by the assistant chief clerk, and so
on right down until we have the whole army
of officials saluting cach other from the
office boy upwards.

Hoon. W, C. Angwin: One charge atiend-
ant down there would not allow the steff to
approach him unless they had their hats on.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I suppose we may
expeet to sce the inmates going ahout the
grounds saluting each other all day long.
It might be a harmless way of passing the
time. At any rate it is the kind of thing
that might be expected to take place amongst
the inmates, but not amongst the officials
charged with the administration of the in-
atitution. I will not say any wore just now.
The Minister can make any further explana-
tion he likes before the Estimates go through
as to the policy of the Government. T have
not muech confidence in him, and ¥ do not
consider that be will do unything bpecause he
has maintained that everything is all right.
We ses, however, that the appointment of
the select committee is one of the best things
this Flouse has done this session. It demon-
strates the fact that in connection with in-
stitutions like the Hogpital for the Insane
and the 0ld Men’s Home, where the manage-
ment is vested entirely in one or two offi-
cials, it is absurd to expeet the Minister to
know everything that is going on.

The Colonial Secretary: The visiting
committee should report to the Minister.

Hon. P, COLLIER : If they did their
work efficiently they would. The Minister
cannot go down there every month to in-
gpect the place for himself, and even if he
did, he would be able to learn but very little.
It would be a good thing if the House werc
to institute inquirics by select committee
upon institnions of this kind cvery year. We
have in the report of the select committee
information which we could not otherwise
obtain, information which shouwld result in
improved econditions at the Institution.

[Mr. Munsic took the Chair.]

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle} [9.16]: The report of the select com-
mittee is a unanimous onec. The committee
are dissatisfied with the condition of things
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at the asylum. There is very little admin-

istration down there. The whole of the ad-

ministration is in the hands of the Inapector

General and of the superintendent, yet most

of the time of the Inspector General is taken

up in vigiting Whitby and other similar
places and attending at the law courts, with
the result that he has very little time to give
to the administration of the institution, The
sclect committec have endeavoured to put
the true facts before hon. members. It was.
learned that from 1 to 2 hours daily repre-
gsents the whole of the time given to the pat-
ients. Indeed that is 2 conservative estimate.

Will hon. members be content to continue

the payment to medical officers ostensilly

to look after the Hospital for the Insane but
actually to do little more than office work?

Notwithstanding that an office staff is pro-

vided, the greater part of the time of medi-

cal officers is spent in the office. The pat-
ients are rarely examined. Tatients have
even been lost. The visiting committee vigits
the ingtitution quarterly and reports to the

Minister on the condition of things down

there. One of the reports thus made con-

tains this illuminating piece of evidence—
We examined the books and found them
made up to the date of our visit. On going

through the ease book, on page 187,

chronic male case book, we found no fewer

than 10 entries appearing regarding No.

958——0o .
That being the number of a paticnt.
report continues—

—in the register from 23/2/10 cxtending

to 17/9/16, such as “‘much the same’’;

‘‘no improvement’’; ‘‘quiet and or-

derly.’?

Then the question was asked of the witness,

““Does that mean that the doetor would cn-

ter those statements in the case book?’’ The

answer given was, ‘‘Yes.'’ The visiting
committee’s report continues—

. The paticat died on the 23/10/1809. This
indicates at least in this ease, and possibly
in others, the patient has got lost.

Tt means that the doctor had bheen writing up-

that the patient had not improved, that he

was ‘‘quiet and orderly,”’ and ‘‘much the
same,’’ for six years after his death.

The Minister for Mines: Well, I suppose
he was quiet and orderly, :

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: The excuse given
was that this man happened to be a China.
man, and that they mixed him np with an-
other Cliinaman,

The Colonial Sécertary: It is quite pro-
Lable.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But it should not
be. Even if he was a OChinaman, they
ghould kuow whether the patient was alive or
dead. Yet this was going on for six years,
this entering in the ease book the daily con-
dition of a man dead for years! We thought
it was necessary to make further inquirics
as to whether the patients are ever exam.
ined by the doctor, It is the unanimous
opinion of the seleet committee that unless
a patient is taken into the hospital ward,

The
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or wnless he himself bails up the doctor, he
is rarely taken unotice of,

Mr. O'Loghlen: That is a very seriocus
statement.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: The doctor leaves
his office 2t 10.30, attends the hospital ward
in which there are 40 patients, looks
over them, goes through the whole institu-
tion to sece that everything is in proper or-
der, goes through all the yards and courts,
interviews severa! hundred patients, and is
baek in his office by half-past 12 or 1 o’clock.
That is the position as we have loarnt it
from the evidence, To a large extent it
waa horne out by Dr. Bentley himself. The
Inspector General is away wmest of his time
attending to the other institutions, and the
superintendent ig left in charge of the ad-
ministration, which wmeans dnal control be-
tween him and Dr. Anderson., After perus-
ing the English Act, the select commitico
came to the conelusion that it wonld be far
better if a hoard were given complete con-
trol of the institution.

The Colonial Scerctary: The duties of the
board in the Old Country are entirely différ-
ent from what they would be at this institu-
tion.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: There may be
points of difference; but, no matter who
the Minister may be, it is impossible for
him to know what is taking place there.

The Colonial Seceretary: What are we
paying the visiting committee for?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The visiting com-
mittee go there for two days once every
three months.

The Colonial Secrefary: Dr. Birmingham
goes for three days.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: They walk
through the institution on the first day and
see that things are in order. On the next
day they attend to receive patients who
may wish to interview them. They bave
nothing whatever to do with the adminis-
tration. They only see to it that the place
is clean, and grant interviews to patienis
who may desire it. As I have said, it was
the visiting committee who first discovered
the extraordinary entries T have read out
from the case book., In consequence of that
discovery they have ordered a new ecard
system, instead of the book, and have thus
secured a better cheek. The seleet com-
mittee decided that an entirely new system
of management should be introduced, more
particnlarly since the Government have
decided upon a new institution, entirely
apart from Claremont. In England the
work of inspection is performed by boarda
of commissioners numbering 17 each, 11 of
the 17 being professional men. Tvery
-¢county has a hospital for insane, and some
counties have more than one. Large
Tboroughs have hospitals of their own, In
addition, there 13 a mental ward in connec-
tion with the wvarious workhouses, which
are controlled by boards of gunardians.
Patients are placed in these mental wards
before they are sent to hospitals for the
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insane, The boards of commissioners have
full control, under the Secretary of State,
of all mental defectives. I may say that im
Lrgland the use of the weord ‘‘lunatic’’ is
being discurded. The Act of 1913 invari-
ably speaks of ‘‘mental defectives,’”’ In
England the board of control is appointed
by the county council or the loeal
authority, with visitors frem the board of
guardians, A small committee of manage-
ment is chosen, and the whole system is
under the contrel of commissioners ap-
pointed by the Secretary of State.

The Colenial Seerctary: Those are all
small inatitutions, though; one for each
county and borough.

Hon, W, €. ANGWIN: The Colonial
Seeretary is making a mistake, Many of
the TEnglish and Seottish county hosgpitnls
have as many attendants and as many
patients a3 there are in the Claremont in-
stitution, We have had evidence on that
peint from a man who was formerly attend-
ant in a Scottish hospital for insane. How-
cver, the sclect committee realise that the
Bnglish system could not apply in its en-
tirety to this State. The sclect committes’s
report recommends a board of management
consisting of two medical men, a practising
barrister or solieiter, and two lay membera,
one of whom should be a woman. Then,
instead of everything being, as now, under
the control of ome man, the ¢ontrol wauld
be in the hands of a hoard of five, who in
turn would be controlled by the Minister,

Mr. Hudson: Would you dispense with
the visiting commitiee?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Yes.
then be ne need for visitors

The Coleonial Sceretary: But even then
you would require a head for the institu-
tion.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Yes,

The Colonial Sceretary: Just the same as
now.

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: Not just the same.
In England there are no inspectors
general.

The Colonial Seeretary: Would the mem-
bers of the board of control be visiting the
institution continually, or wounld they be
always there?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: They would not
be there all the time. They could not dhe
expected to give their whole time to the
institetion. They would be a board of
management, mecting weekly, or as often
as they might decide to be neecssary. They
would econtrol the Claremont institution in
the same way ns the Perth Public Hospital
ig controlled to-day by a board. I helieve
that under such conditions more peoplo
wounld be cured of mental disorder than are
being cured at present.  In the wmedical
fraternity there is no other competition so
keen as that between physicians controlling
hospitals for the insane. We have an illus-
tration of that in the fact that the Clire-
mont doetors strive te obtain better per-
centages of recoveries tham are secuved in

There would
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the FEagtern States. The pesition of
Ingpector General wounld be done away with
entirely. A medical superintendent would
be appointed for the Claremont hospital in
the same way as for the Perth Public
Hospital. That officer would have to report
to the board. Under present conditions the
friends of an inmate at the Claremont :in-
stitution, visiting him week affer week and
month after montk, may consider that he
is fit to.be discharged, and they may lay
their case before the visiting committee;
but the visiting commitiee can only
diseuss the matter with the Inspector Gen-
eral. If the Ingpector General is willing to
let the patients out, the patient goes out:
-but not otherwise. The visiting commities
have no power whatever in the maftter. On
the other hand, in England the official
visitors have power to let a patient ouf in
the care of his friends, provided the friends
give an undertaking that he will be pro-
perly cared for and looked after. Here, the
visiting eommittee have no such power,

The Colonial Secretary: But the Inspec-
tor General would not refuse to release any
patient who he thought was fit to be relensed
under such conditions. That has actually
been done. There was one case of that kind,
and the man shot himself.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Many men shoot
themselves without ever having been in the
Claremont institution, But there is always
the risk that the Inspector General may be
too afraid of letting a patient out in case
gomething of that sort might happen.

The Colonial Secretary:  Then applica-
tion for release can be made under the Lum-
acy Act. .

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: The evidence
given before the sclect committee bears out
that the fear to which I have alluded does
exiat in the Claremont jnstitution., My opinion
—and T think this is the opinion of the other
members of the seléet committee also—
ja that once a patient gets into the GClare-
mont institution under certificates signed
by medical men and justices of the pence,
there is the greatest diffieulty in getting
bim out again,

Hon. P. Collier:

Hon. T. Walker:
times.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: A patient may
not be actually insane when placed in the in-
stitntion; he may te placed there merely
for improvement.

The Colonial Sceretary: Do you think the
Inspector General is keeping patients there
unnecessarily, thenf

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN:
cal man, If I were, perhaps I could answer
that guestion. But a beard of eontrol such
as the seleet committee recommend, includ-
ing two madical men aud a trained lawyer,
would be able to question the doetors of the
ingtitution in such a manner that the mem-
bers of the hoard could, in all probability,
form an opinion as to whether a patient
should be released.

That is the end of him.
It iz worse than old

1 am not a meds

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Mines: Why not mak
this place a half-way bouse to the Asylum?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: 1 consider it m;
duty to bring these matters before Par
liament, knowing that there are some 1,10
unfortunates i the Claremont institution
Ho little interest is being taken in th
subject, however, that it seems as thougi
this Committee does not intend to look afte
those unbappy people in any way whatever
Some of the members who ate in the Cham
ber want to make fun of the subject., Th
inquiry was not a matter of fun to myself o
to the other members of the select eommittee
In view of the work done since the selee!
committeo were appointed, I say we stuch
well to our work. | am treating the matte
gertously. I have no desire to condemn the
doctors. L know the nature of the dutie:
they have to perform. I recognise that prob
ably nothing would affect the nerves of =
man morce than the work of looking after
a hospital for the insane. The select com-
mittee felt that from the start, and certainly
did mot enter into their investigation with
any purpose of condemning the doctors,

The Minister for Mines: The member for
Fremantle econdemmed the doctors before he
went on that select eommittee.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: TIrrespective of
whai that hon. member may have said be.
fore he sat on the committee, the commit-
tee’s unanimous report shows that he re-
alised his position there.

Tha Minister for Mines: That was due to
the good influence of the Chairman of the
committee.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The member for
Fremantle is like a good many other mem-
hers, who make statements lwre which have
been vouched to them as true bhut are later
found to be not quite correct.

My, Jones: On this snbject at all events
I did not make any statement which was'not
found to he true.

Hon. W. G, ANGWIN: My personal
opinion i3 that the wember for Fremantle
perhaps exaggerated a hit.

The Minister for Mines:
tion of croton oil.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: As regards the
male staff, there is ne unanimity whatever
among them; they are in a position of not
knowing where they are. As regards the
staff on the women’s side, there were no
complaints. They have a good matron,

Hon. P, Collier: The lack of unanimity
among the attendants would indicate lack of
proper control dgain.

Hon, W. G, ANGWIN: On one of our
visifs to Claremont, either the member for
Subiaes or the member for Gaseoyne asked
the attendants about the alarms, saying,
““How do you work the alarm if you want
the agsistance of another attendant? '’ They
could not tell him. The same hon. member
asked the doctor, ‘"What are the alarms
for3’’ The doctor replied, ‘‘To call an at-
tendant if he is nceded at night.’’ Then
we asked the doctor whether he could show
ng an alarm in any room, He took ug iato
three or four Tooms, and he was able to

Only on the ques-
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sliow us one alarm in one room. Apain, the
member for Subiace asked, ‘‘What is the
window in that room for#’’ He was told,
‘‘“That is iu case something turns up in
the night, so that the attendant ecan look
out through the window, and see what is
wrong without leaving the room.®’ The
member for Subizeo thereupon said, ‘‘Let
us have a look at it.’’ We did so, and
we found a wardrobe against the window,
totally blocking the view, Rooms which
were supposed fo be for the attendants
to sleep in at night so that they
might be within call if required, we found
were occupied by patients. In the violent
ward only one attendant is on duty at night
time. Another attendant comes round dur-
ing the night, but only once per Hour. The
attendant in the next ward dare not leave
his pogition in order to render assistance in
the violent ward. He would be dismissed
for doing so. In the hospital ward, con-
cerning which the leader of the Oppoesition
has spoken, there were 47 patients at the
time of our visit, with only one attendant on
duty at night time. That attendant has to
attend to sieck patients, and also to look
after any patients who may become violent.
The hospital ward is that in which almost
all admitted patients are first put. I say
it 18 a scandal that the place should be
in such a state, and that Sergeant O'Meara,
V.C,, should be treated as he is treated. The
evidence shows without doubt that he is not
safe if he i3 left alone. But we found that
owing to there being only one attendant on
duty after 9 p.m, he is put in a straight-
jacket between 8.30 pm., and 9 p.m. each
night before the second attendant gees off
duty. He is kept in the straight-jacket until
11 o’clock on the following morning, when
he is taken out of the straight-jacket and
marched down under two attendants to the
violent ward. ¥Tle is kept there all day.
Sometimes one of the attendants plays eards,
but they do not know when he will break
out. At 4 p.m. he i3 taken from the violent
ward and put to bed in the hospital ward.
He remains free until 8.30 p.m, because there
are other attendants available to render
assistance if anything happens. When the
timo comes for all excert oné attendant to
go off duty, he is put into the straight-
jacket again.

Mr, Davies: Is he put into the straight-
jacket whether he is violent or notf

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: Yes, The charge
attendant stated that, for the last 434
months, le had noticed nothing violently
wrong with this man.

The Minister for Mines: Is it not ques-
tionable whether he should be there? Shonld
not the Federal people be looking after him%

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: TUnfortunately, it
is nececssary to keep him there; he would not
be safe at Stromness, At the same time, fo
tie & man up in a straight-jacket for 1414
hours out of 24 hours every day is an abso-
Iute seandal, and it is done simply bhecauge
it saves the services of an attendant. We
have been informed that other paticnts, even
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as bad as U’Meara, are put in a straight-
jacket only at those times when they become
violent, and the straight-jacket is removed
immediately the fit of violence has passed.
O ’Meara, however, i3 put inte the straight-
jacket every night of his life and, from the
questions we asked, there is no doubt that
Lhe is put into the straight-jacket because
snfficient attendants are not kept on duty to
look after him during the aight. We bad it
in evidence from the attendants and from the
doctor that he i3 ;not a safe patient to be
left alone, and that someone should be in
attendance on him. I have no doubt that
croton il is used more often than the doe-
tors admitted, but we c¢ould not ascertain
who were respousible for using it. We were
told by Dr. Atkinson, the Principal Medical
officer, Dr. Montgomery, medical officer at
Woaoreloo, and Dr, Birmingham, that eroton
0il should never be given to s patient except
on the order of a doctor; it is a very drastic
purgative. The doctors at the institution
thought that ecroton oil had been ordered
only twe or three times during the year but
we find that, on the average, 150 doses have
been used annually during the last five years.
Someone must use it; yet we could not find
out who used it. I do not know whether the
rats take it.

Hon. P. Collier: No one would take it fromr
choice.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: No. Croton oil is
a purgative used in hospitals for the insane,
and there is no harm in administering it
rrovided it is given only on the order of a
doctor. Tt is beneficial to the patient so long
as it is preseribed and used under instrue-
tions from the medical officer. Dr. Atkinson
told ws it had a tendency to remove the blood
pressure from the brain and sooth a patient
so that he became quiet sooner than would
be the cage if any other medicine were ad-
ministered. Therefore, we came to the con-
clusion that eroton oil, if properly adminis-
tered, instead of being harmful to patients
tends to ease them and to benefit them,

Mr. Davies: Whose duty was it to look
after the fire appliances?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Dr. Anderson said
arrangements were made with Mr. Lapsley,
but that he had not been therc for some
years,

Hon. P, Collier: Quite an oversight!

The Honorary Minister: Do you think he
will go there by and by?

The Minister for Mines: What about the
clectric generating plant?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The committee
were interested in the figures showing the
percentage of recoveries. The figures are
talken from the deetor’s amnual report,
which would have been on the Table of the
House but for the fact that we had it be-
fore us and that delayed the printing of it.
The figures were presented by Dr. Anderson,
and members must come to the conclusion
that there iz gomething which bas prevented
the recoveries this year from reoching the
average of other years. The percentage of
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recoveries in 1917 and .1918 was the lowest
ior any year since 1902, In 1902 the
pereentage of recoveries was 51.74; in 1909
it Waa 27.11 and in 1918 it was only 15.96,
For the considerable falling off in reco-
verios, no reason could be giveu. The in-
stitution is considerably overerowded, and
probably that had a lot to /o with the low
percentage of receveries in 1917 and 1918.
The wmember for Guildford (Mr. Davies)
#aid he thought the war mighti have had
something to do with that. I put the ques-
tion to Dr, Birmingham and to Dr. Ander-
son, and they agreed that the war might
have had something to do with it. T regret
very much that Dr. Anderson rather re-
sented our inguiries inte the gquestion of
Tecoveries.

Mr, Troy: He would resent any inquiry.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Questions 4988
and 4989 read—

‘With regard to tecoveries, it appears
from your report of this year that there
is & falling off in the percentage of recov-
eries to admissions$—Thay vary from
year to year. It all depends on the type
of patient admitted.

The percentage is lowor for the last
two yeoars than it has been sinee 1902%—
No definite reagen can be assigned for
that except that the patiects have not
recovered,

Hon. P. Collier: Very illuminating!
Hou., W. C. ANGWIN: Questions 4990 to
4004 recad—

Do you think the war affceted the posi-
tion?—TIt may have done so. It is necees-
sary to compare the figures with the
Perth and Kalgoorlic hospital figures. If
we get a lot of aleoholic cases, we get o
lot of recoveries, If we get a lot of
seniles and general paralyties (the incur-
able ones), the recovery rate is reduced.

You notice that for the last two years
the percentage is smaller fhan it has been
for the last 16 years?-—Yes, but it varies.
T do not know whether the infcrence is
being drawn that T am Iolding ecases
over for some ultarior purpose. We take
a pride in our recovery tate. We would
let them go if we could do so,

I do not want it to be understood that
we are inferring anything.  The report
is got out to show Parliument the per-
centnge of recoveries at Lhe institutionf
—TY¥cs.

There are not many professional men
in Parliament, Any lsyman locking at
that list is likely to come to the conclo-
sion that, owing te the percentage being
so low, something is wrong with the in-
stitntion¥—That might be zo. Tt all de-
pende on the type of admission.

There was mno insinuation about the
matterd—I think T was misunderstood.
Tlon. P. Collier: The type of admission

could not vary much from year to yoar.
Last year the percentage of admissions to
the total population wag fewer than in other
yeara,

[ASSEMBLY. ]

Hoa. W. C. ANGWIN: The doctor’s own
report shows that there is something wrong.
When we go baek for 17 years and find no
equivalent for the fewness of the recoveries,
there must be a laxity sonewhere. The
only ¢enclugion the committoe could come
to was that the overcrowding of the insti-
tution might aceount for a cerlain percent-
age of the cascs which should have reco-
vered. Without doubt the institution is
overerowded—considerably overerowded,

Mr. Hudson: The reduetion in recoveries
would be accounted for by the overcrowdingd

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN; The committes
concluded that a large percentage would be
due to the overerowding. That was ithe only
conclusion we could draw from the evidence
before us, I maintain that Parliament must
take action very carly to providl: more ae-
commodation for these unfortunate people
who I was going to say are imprisoned in
the CQlaremont Hospital for the Insane.

Mr, Davies: It might be possible to do
that on the Loan Kstimates.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is incumbent
upon us to do something if we intend teo
maintain the honour of the State. The sur-
plus patients in the Claremont institution
would be almost sofficient to fill another in-
atitution of the same size.

Mr. Davies: What is the capacity of the
Claremont institutionf

Mr. Brown: They have acecommodation
for 750, and they actually have 1,130 pati-
entd.

[Mr., Piesse tool the Chair.]

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T de not think 1
nned traverse the grownd covered by the
member for Boulder. The food given to the
patients ig not aufliciently vuried. The
practice is to cut by maching two slices of
bread for each patient. Qeeasionally but-
ter, and somgtimes jam, is put on the bread
and the two slices are stuck together. This
comprises the meal for the pztients every
morning and cvery night. There is no
variety whatever cxcept that twice or three
times a weelk a little porridge is served in
the morning. This is not right in a conntry
like Western Australia. A little while ago
we had so much fruit that we did not know
what to do with it. Much of it was allowed
te rot on the ground, and other was fed to
pigs; yet at an institution like the Hospital
for the Insane, the only fruit they get is a
few oranges sent from Whithy Ialls dur-
ing the socason.

Hon. P, Collier: If the State orchard had
not been rooted wup they might have had
plenty of fruit,

The Honorary Minister: If they had waited
for the State orchard, they would have waited
a long time.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: A little cheese and
a little tobacco, given to the paticnts who
work, represent practically the only extras,

Mr, Davigs: Do not they get plenty of
milk®
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Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: No; the institu-
tion is in need of additional cows.

Hon. P. Collier: They get condensed milk,

The Honorary Minister: You cannot have
your pudding and eat it too,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN:
Honorary Minister mean$

The Honorary Minister: You cannot have
the milk there and sell it too.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The herd consista
of 96 cows, and 120 are required.

Hon. P. Coilier: They arc selling the fresh
milk and serving out condensed milk in the
institution,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : The hospital
ward, and as far as we could gather the wo-
men’s ward, never went short of fresh milk,
but the men’s wards particularly were given
eondensed milk. .

The Minister for Works: Condensed milk?

Ton. W. C. ANGWIN: The fresh milk was
kept for the sick people, and when there was
a shortage the Hospital for the Insane had
to go short, The manager of the dairy, Mr.
Kerr, says he bas sufficient accommodation
for the additonal eows, and that he c¢an take
120 there. If he had that number bhe could
keep the Hospital for the Insane supplied with
milk as well as the other publi¢ mstitutions
outside. I hope the Minister will look into
this matter.

The Colonial Sccretary: We are importing
nore COWS NOW,

Ton. W. C. ANGWIN: We are of opin-
ion that speeial attention should be paid to
the appointment of a board of commission-
ers. Dr. Birmingham relates in his evidence
that some time age he visited America and
Europe and at the request of the Government
inspected several institutions to learn
about the management of the feeble-
minded and of lunatics in those countries.
He found that more freedom was given to
the patients there, that many of them were
only kept in the grounds by a 3ft.
fence, and that in many instanccs there was
scarcely any fence at all. The patients were
allowed to walk about the gardema and do
very much as they desired. 'When they went
into institutions of that character they re-
alised that they were going into a hospital
and not a prison.

The Honorary Minister: That is no good
for alcoholic cases.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Tt is necessary at
times to confine persons. As a general rule
Dr, Birmingham says that the attempts at
eseape from those institutions are not more
frequent than they are at Claremont. Be-
cause patienty realise that they are going
into a hospital they do mot attempt to get
away from it, They thus have a better chance
of recovery, bcecause of the greater free-
dom and more exercise that are open to them.
Let hon, members compare that state of
things with Clarcmont whore the patients are
confined in a small space with four dead
wally round them. Dr. Birmingham recom-
mends that additional air space should be
given to the patients. He realises that it will
e difficult to carry out the improvements all

What does the
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at once at Claremont, because so many of
the patients ther¢ have been taken into what
amounts t¢ a prison life rather than a hos-
pital life. Tt is feared that if the hospital
were thrown open in the way I have indi-
cated many of those patients would try to
escape. The diffienlty, however, could be got
over by allowing more freedom to the new
patients, Ion. members who have visited
Whitby Falls will remember that full free-
dom is granted to the patients there. They
go out into the fields to do their work with-
out having anyome to supervise them.

The Colonial Seeretary: They are a differ-
ent class of patient there.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I admit that they
are quiet patients. They go to their work
in the morning and at lunch hour return for
their meal. They then go out again and
carry out the duties assigned to them,
There were two patients just outside the hotel
repairing the fence when we were there.

Mr., Angelo: Alongside the road.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Yes.
patients who can be trusted.

Hon. P. Collier: A patient is more likely
to recover under those conditions.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Dr, Birmingham
also thinks that an epileptic colony should
be established where such cases ecovld be kept
together. T hope the Minister when consider-
ing the plans for altering the institution, if
this is done before the appointment of the
board of commissioners, will give Dr. Bir-
mingham an opportunity of offering some
advice. The Committec are of opinion that
a change in management is necessary. It
is for that reason they recommend the ap-
pointment of a board of commissioners. If
hon. members will read the first part of the
report in regard to attendants, I think they
will come to the conclusion that very little
fact was shown towards them during the
period of isolation at the institetion. If more
tact had been shown hy the responsible offi-
cers a good deal of the dissatisfaction that
oceurred wonld not have been in evidenee,
Hard and fast rules were laid down and very
severe action was taken. "When the motion
was moved for the appeointment of this select
committee, the Minister was advised that at-
tendant Edwards had not sent in a letter
asking for leave of albsence,

The Colonial Secretary: He approached the
Tnspector Genernl before he wrote the letter.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: We had it in evi-
dence that Edwards did write to the Inspector
General,
~ The Colonial Seeretary: He approached the
Insreetor General first, .

Hon. P. Collicr: And he wrote the letter
afterwards.

The Colonial Secretary: Yes.

Hon. W. G, ANGWIN: It has been said
that no letter wns sent by Edwards. When
we got his file we found that he had not only
approached the Inspector General in his office,
but that he had written him a most respectful
lotter on the following day.

The Colonial Seerctary: I think the hon.
member must have misunderstood me.

These are
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Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: If the Minister will
read ‘‘Hansard’’ he will find that his state-
nient was that no letter was sent.

The Colonial Secretary: He had not written
when he first saw the Inspector General.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Attendant Rovinson
bhad a case before the court, but the Inspector
General refused to give him leave in order
that he might attend it. The attendant made
a verbal applieation to Dr. Beatley and also
wrote a letter, but his application was refused
and he wag dismissed,

Hon, P. Collier: There is no reason for
refusing an application like that,

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: We also had the
case of attendant Roe brought before ns. He
was a returned soldier who had for some
years been in the police force. He was talking
at the fence to his wife one night. The offi-
cers of the institution went out to see if the
nttendants were observing the quarantine
rogulations. They saw this man and eame to
the conclusion that he had been outside. Dr.
Anderson stated that he saw -that a certain
place in the fence had not been disturbed
and that he did not at first see the man.
Toc says he was not outside the grounds, and
the officers did not see him come in. They
saw him in the grounds, however, and he was
dismissed for being outside. A young man
named Cox was badly wounded in the arm,
He had been engaged at the hospital for twe
and a half years and wag employed at Whithy.
He wont to the Base Hospital for a further
operation and is better now than when he
wng employed., Dr, Hadley gave him o cer-
tifieate to the cffect that he was fit for duty.
When he went back to the institution he was
dismissed on the ground that he was not fit
for any wmore work., I should also like to
refer to the MeGowan case.

The Colonial Seeretary: Are you aware of
the faets of that case?

Hon., W, C, ANGWIN: I am sorry the
Minister made that interjection, for I did not
wigh to say mueh about it. Dr. Anderson
dismissed attendant MecGowan with regret
owing to the fact that he was suffering from
T.B,, and was afraid he would ¢communicate
that disease to the patients,

The Colonial Secretary: That is right.

Mon. W, C. ANGWIN: MceGowan was not
sent for in order that it might be ascertained
what his condition was, but he received a
letter dismissing him, He was discharged
from the Wooroloo institution as fit for duty
because the examination of his sputum had
given o negative result,

Mr. Davies: The Committee do not accept
that and reeommend that he should be again
examined.

Mr, Jones: Another apologist for Dr. An-
derson!

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: We say that he
should be examined. The letter indicafes that
he was dismissed with regret. When the com-
mittee investigated the matter they got the
evidence of Dr. Montgomery, who said that he
was fit for duty. Dr. Anderson, however, says
that there were other matters connected with
his dismissal, which eame under his notice
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later. There was no mention of them in the
lutter,

Mr. Duif: Was that for some misbehaviour?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Dr. Anderson says
it was in connection with some accounts.

Mr, Davies: It influenced the committee in
their report. They should have said that he
should be rciustated if they thought so.

Hon., P. Collicr: They said he could be ex-
amined, and that if he was all right he should
be reinstated.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Dr. Montgomery
said hig condition was negative when he left
the sanatorium.

Hon, P, Collier:
should be reinstated.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: Dr. Anderson dis-
misged him without seeing him. The Minister
now snggests that there was another matter
behind his :lismissal. We say that in view of
the time which has elapsed since his dismissal,
in June last, he should be examined by an
independent doctor to ascertain if he is still
suffering from the disease. .

Mr, Davies: You said the matter should
be given further consideration,

Hon. P. Collier: The eommittec took a
reagenable view of the matter. The action
of the Inspector General was high-handed
and it has been the same towards all the at-
tendants.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Hon. members will
find on page 44 the letter which was written
by the seerctary of the hospital to Mr. Me-
Gowan, This reads—

Tt is with mueh regret that T have to in-
form you that as you are suffering from
a complaint that, should you be allowed to
resume your duties, would be likely to be
ecommunicated to patients in the institu-
tion, the Inspeetor General bas decided to
retire you from the service as from the
80th inst, Regretting the necessity for
this step, I am, etc, W. Malcom, Secre-
tary.

That was the ground on which MeGowan
wgs dismissed. Now the doctor declares that
there were other grounds.

Mr. Nairn: He says that MecGowan was g
dighonest man, that he took the union down
for their funds,

Hon, P. Collier: Why did he not dismiss
him then?

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The letter was
dated 30th June this year. The committes
get out to inguire whether the man was dis-
missed on correct grounds, According to the
letter which was sent, the dismissal was not
on correet grounds. We say now that Me-
Gowan should be again examined by a doe-
tor to see whether he is suffering from T.B.
or not. Aceording to the evidence of medi-
cal men a man might be examined to-day
and the examination might prove negative,
but on the next day the examnination might
prove positive. It is necessary therefore that
MeGowan should be re-examined. I do not
think any hon. member would suggest that
if McGowan was suffering from this disease
ho should be reinstated.

Mr, Duff: What is his condition now?

If he is the same now he
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: He was suffering
from influenza when we saw him.

Mr, Duff: T8 he suffering from T.B. nowf

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: That is a matter
for the doctors and mot for the select com-
mittee to Qetermine. If the Colonial Seere-
tary desires that the institution should be
¢onducted in a manner which will be bene-
ficial to the jnmates, it will be necessary to
provide additional accommodation. When
that ia done I have no doubt the expenditore,
which at the present time is £70,000 an-
nually, will run into £100,000 or more. The
institution ecould be much better managed
by commissioners in the manner recommended
by the select committee, We believe the
commissioners would take a greater interost
in the work and in the welfare of the pat-
ients, and they would see that the medical
men carried ont the duties they were ap-
pointed to perform. I do not think it is
pufficient for the patients that only two
hours a day should be devoted fo their ex-
amination by the doctors. We found that
the doctors, in receipt of high salaries, were
doing a considerable amount of office work,
which '¢ould well be done by elerks. The
committee did not take an antagonistic view
of the position. The inquiry was econdueted
on correct lines in order to ascertain exactly
the position of affairs at the institution, and
in the hope of being able to report to Par-
linment exactly the conditions existing there.
The recommendations which are contained in
the report are the result of mature delibera-
tion and the ontcome of the belief that the
patients do not get that attention which they
should receive.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [10.22]: The
member for North-East Fremantle (Mr.
Angwin) has given an outline of what the
seloet commitiee found to- exist at the Hos-
pital for the Insane. There are, however, one
or two matters that I would like to empha-
sise. The methed of administration appears
to me to he somewhat extraordinary. Nearly
all the mental defectives of the State
are in the Claremont institution, although
there are one or two other places, snch as
Whitby and Stromness, which may aceount
for about 100 patients, We find that at
Claremont the administration is carried on
by an Inspector Gemeral and a superinten-
dent, both of whom are bosses, and one as-
sistant doctor, 1 have never heard of such
an administration bLefore in an institution
of that kind. There is generally one chief
with a staff of assistants. Here we have two
chiefs and ene attendant, and there seems
to be a great overlapping of authority. Dr.
Anderson signs vouchers, and Dr. Bentley
signs vouchers, Dr. Anderson controls the
staff, and so does Dr. Bentley. That kind of
thing appears to me to be quite unnecessary.
Dr. Anderson ig living on the spot, and that
being the ease, why should there be the
necesgity for a superintendent? Dr. Ander-
gon should be the superintendent. We are
told that Dr, Bentley was appointed super-
intendeut on the advice of the visiting eom-
mittee.,
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Hon. P. Collier: I will tell you why he
was appointed. They changed his title so as
to enable him to get an inerease in his salary
of £300 per annum, He was an assistant
until then,

Mr. ANGELO: Exactly. That would ap-
pear to me the only reason for making the
appointment, I think that, for the better
management of the institution, the sooner
there is one chief and two assistants, which
would be reverting to the old gystem, the
better it will be for the institution. I would
like to emdorse the remarks of the member
for North-East Fremantle with regard to the
accommodation provided there, It is posi-
tively shocking and I am perfectly cercain
that to the overcrowding we ean trace
the shortage of recoveries, ‘The men
are herded together like a lot of
cattle and they are not given a fair
chance to recover. We found that quiet
patients were herded with noisy ones. The
sooner the State can realise its responsibility
and provide an additional building the sooner
will a general improvement in the condition
of things be effected. T was glad to learn
from the doetors that there is very little in-
crease in lungey in the State. The reasons
that they assign for that are just what T
thought would be given., Twenty or 30 years
ago every hamlet or village had its fown
fool or idiet. Now we ncver see them about
the streets; they are all in the institution.
Their own people used to support them pre-
vigusly; now the State cares for them, It is
satisfactory to know that lunaey is not om
the increase.

Mr. INairn: Unfortunately you are
wrong.
Mr. ANGELO: I am giving the opinions

we reccived from the medical men.

Hon, P. Collier: The percentage of ad-
missions last year was lower than for some
years before. :

Mr. ANGELO: I was glad to notice that
in the women’s wards about 80 per cent. of
the inmatea were elderly. It is a good thing
to know that they are sll being looked after.

Hon. T. Walker: If they are well looked
after.

Mr. ANGELO: They wonld be well
looked after under proper administration
and with more accommodation, I consider
that more accommodation is urgently re-
quired and also that the doetors should give
more time and attention to the patients. I
agree with the member -for North-East Fre-
mantle that the dottors do not spend suffi-
cient fime amongst the patients and, more-
over, the patients do not-get a fair deal be-
capse of the overcrowded state of the insti-
tution. The doctors cannot take that in-
terest that they would show if the accom-
modation was adequate. The women patients
to whom I have referred seem to be much
happicr in the institution than they would be
outside, I was pleased to learn that lunacy
is not spreading to any great extent and
that this State is doing more than other
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¢ountries, in the way of looking after the
mentally affected. Before concluding, I
would like to refer fo the able manner in
which the member for North-East Fremantle
(Mr. Angwin) carried out his duties as
chairman of the.select committee,

Hon, P. Collier: In his usual thorongh
manner,

Mr, ANGELO: Exactly. I had beard of
the hon. member’s good work as chairman
of the Wheat Marketing Commission a year
or 80 ago, and I can realise now how thor-
cughly he must have discharged his duties in
connection with that investigation, My,
Angwin was always at his post as chairman
of the sclect committce and he conducted
the greater part of the examination of wit-
nesses, and in addition attended to the whole
of the correspondence. The ability be
showed in the conduct of the inguiry relieved
tho other members of the committee of a
considerable amount of work, Personally, I
ean say it was n plensure to be associated
with that hon. member on the select com-
mittee. It was an instruction to me, and T
gnined more krowledge wnder his guidance
than I expected to learn during my short
stay in Parliament, T only hope that if I
an again asked to go on a seclect committee
we shall have the member for North-East
Fremantle as chairman.

Mr. BROWN (Subiaco) [10.30]: As one
of the members of the secleet committec T
regard the duties we performed as among
the saddest that conld be expected of amy
member of Tarlizment. Insanity is a very
painful subject., We had evidence that the
Fublie neglect in regard to the treatment of
patients down there is shocking; in fact the
friends of patients there hardly cver visit
them, the unfortunate crcatures being looked
upon as outcasts in every sense of the word.
I ant going to appeal to the Press to analyse
the evidenee and extract from it such things
as the public may be made aware of, so that
the people might have a bhetter knowledge of
what iz going on in the institution. The
overcrowding of the building is ineredible.
None of the past Governments of reeent
years have taken into comsideration the in-
ereased number of patients.  The buildings
were designed to accommodate 750 patients;
at present 1,130 are eonfined there. In the
dormitorics, where therc should be from 2ft,
6in. to 3ft. between the beds, there i3 not
more than from 15 {o 18 inches. That, in my
opinion, is one of the reasons why the re-
coveries are so low numerieally, The build-
ings shonld be increased straight away.
There should be nwo waiting to make arrange-
ments for the Loan Estimates, Some tem-
porary accommodation should he provided
without a dav’s delay, and I say that if it is
Tot fone the Government should be removed
from office.  Dr. Anderson himself, when
-agked whether the accommedation met the
requnirements of the Public Health by-laws,
said ho did not think go. I am quite certain
that it dees not. Tt was pointed out that the
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King can do no wrong. Se¢ long as there is
any room at all to erowd more patients into
the buildings it will be done, beeause the
number of admissions is greater than the
digcharges, 1r. Anderson =aid it was the
intention of the Government to dircet him
and the chief arehitect to visit the Eastern
States with o view to securing the Iatest
information in regard to the design of
modern buildings. Instead of following ex-
isting designs, I think it would be far
better to call for competitive designs. We
should then get something new in regard to
the architectural structure of the bnildings.
We learned from the cvidenee that in Amer-
ica and other countries great improvements
in commection with buildings are Dbaing
adopted. If we were to offer a substantial
prize for comypetition we should get such a
variety of designs that, even if we did not
adopt any one of them, we could evolve from
among the lot something perfectly suitable.

- The seleet committee did not have sufficient

time to go so fully into the question of the
management ns to be in a position to make
recommendations. To do that would have
necessitated months of study. With greater
time we should possibly have been able to
make some more definite recommendations
than that the management shonld be handed
over to 4 board. I am eonvineced that the
Inspector Genernl and  those immediately
under him constitute a happy family and do
not greatly distress themselves over the work
of the institution. In fact I think the evi-
dence in regard to the increases in the
salaries of Dr. Anderson and Dr. Bentley
prove that they arc first cousing in the finan-
cial sense. When Dr. Bentley returned from
the war his salary was £636; but while away
he discovered that he was worth a good deal
more.

Hon. P. Collier: The last salary Parlia-
ment voted to him was £408,

Mr. BROWN: At all events, the Govern-
ment had a diffienlty in filling his position
at the -time. He argued that he should get
£788, and he clinched the argumoent by put-
ting in g resignation, thus forcing the hands
of the Government.

Mon, T Collier: Direct action!

Mr. BROWN: Dr. Anderson was getting
£708, and Dr. Bentley claimed that he, too,
wns entitled to that amount. Negotiations
tock place between Dr. Anderson and the
Public Serviee Commissioner, Dr. Anderson
urging that he should get £804, and recom-
mending that Dr. Bentley should get £708.
Tn the end those imcreases were granted, [
do not say anything in respeet to the value
of . their wark, but it is clear that they are
a happy family, and that they work not
only for the welfare of the patients but for
their own welfare us well

Hon. P. Collier: You serateh my back and
Il serateh yours,

Mr. BROWN: Onc thing hon. members
should know in econnmection with the quaran-
tine regulations: In my opinton, had o little
tact been used between the members of the
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hospital attendants’ union and the manage-
ment, none of the men would have gone out,
and the dismissals would not have followed.
Of 270 male attendants, 19 walked out. I
commend those men who stayed under those
¢ircumstances, and I am sure we should all
commend the nurses who loyally carried out
the work set them during the "quarantine
period,

Hon. P. Collier: I belicve a friend did
get in now and again, although 1t was not
known,

Mr, BROWN: It is quite natural that the
gexes should oceasionally see each other. It
is remarkable that no educational test what-
ever is resorted to in the appointment of
either male or female attendants.

Hon. P. Collier: The test for the females
appears to be chiefly good looks.

Mr. BROWN: They have what is known as
a waiting list of those desiring employment
at the institution, and when any of the at-
tendants marries, retires, or is dismissed, this
waiting list is examined, and the next in order
is notified to appear for medical examination.
If the applicant passes the medieal ex-
amination, he is put on as a probationer
for a period of six months. To fill the
vacancies caused by the 19 or 20 dismissals
which oceurred during the isolation period,
19 new men were engaged; and T wvas
greatly disappointed to find that there had
been no strong effort to fill those positiona
with returned soldiers.

Mr. Jones: An cffort was made in that
direction, but the returancd salliers would
not seab on their mates.

Mr. BROWN: [ did not hear that stated
in evidence, though possibly the member
for Fremantle did. When I asked a ques-
tion regarding engagemeunt of attendants,
Dr. Anderson told me exacily what I have
told the Committee, )

Hon, P. Collier: Dr. Anderson does not
appear to be too keen on returned soldiers.

Mr. BROWN: I asked gaestions regard-
ing the age of applicants. It seems thai
age is no qualifiecation in the schema of
things at Claremont. As the vresult of
further inquiry 1 learnt that out of the 19
attendants engaged since the 10th June
nine were under 21 years of age. ’

Mr. Jones: And four more of them were
ex-Fremantle scabs,

Mr. BROWN: In connoection with a mat-
ter 30 scrious as this, I would like the

member for Framantle to wmodify hig
language somewhat,
Mr, Jones: What clse ean I call them §

Mr. BROWN: It is painful for me, when
I male a few remarks on such a subject as
this, to hear men labelled aa scabs, whilst
they have a right te be employed by any
Government so long as they are honourable
citizens.

Mr.
them?

Jones: Bunt wbat else can I eall
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Mr, BROWN: It is time that Parliament
treated that term as unparliamentary; aad
that any member using it should be called
to order.

Hon, P. Collier: Under 21 years seems
very young for an attendant at that insti-
tution,

Mr. BROWN: Two or three were 18 years
of age, but nine in all were under 21 years
of age. I comtend thal youths are not suib-
able for looking after unfortunate mental
defectives, who are practically unable to do
for themseives. Comparative boys of that
age have a tendency to be ;Jocular, to amuse
themselves with, and in a sense to poke fun
at, anyone who happens to be without his
full réason. No attendant in that hospital
should be under 21 years of age.

Mr, Troy: Suech youths are apt {o be
thoughtlessly ecallous.

Hon. P. Collier: Nothing else could he
expected.

Mr, BROWN: In regard to recoveries, it
struck me, having read other works dealing
with the subject of insanity, that the per-
centages at Claremont are very low as com-
pared with the average in other parts of
the world, which runs from 35 to 40 per
ecent. Against that, Claremont has got
down to 19, 18, and 17 per cent.; and in the
Inst year the percentage fell as low as 15.
That appeared to me to indicate that there
wag something radically wrong. We ques-
tioned Dr. Anderson and Dr. Bentley as to
the reason for such low percentages of
recoveries. To my mind, no satisfactory
answer was given. The only opinion I
conld form waws that the explanation is
overcrowding, joined with the faet that

. there is no control over the Imspector (en-

gral of the Insane himself. With all due
respect to the prineiple of dictatorship, I
hold that no one individeal can look after
an institution of that character so well as
a board ean. The members of a board such
as that recommended by the seleet com-
mittee wonld, having regard to their posi-
tions, pay striet attention to the manage-
ment of the entire institution, and the
doctors themselves would be under the
dircet control of the board; and certainly
the public would be better satisfied to
accept the decisions of the board on mat-
ters affccting the patients or the adminis-
tration or any other phase of the system,
than the decisions of any one person. I
hold that while one-man econtrol may be
suitable for many institutions, it cannot
possibly fill the bill in this instance.

Hon, T. Walker: I think members ought
to be compelled to listen while a spesch of
this kind, on so important a subject, is
being delivercd. Members may have to
vote presenﬂv I call attention to the atate
of the Committes.

Hon. . Collier: It is disgraceful. But I

suppose inmates of am asylum do mnot
matter.
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Mr, Jones: 1 wish to point out that mem-
bers had left the Chamber before the mem-
ber for Bubiaco rose to speak. 1 do not
‘want the newspapers to play the hon.
member the same trick as they played me,
by saying that members trooped out of the
‘Chamber when he rose to speak.

[A quorum formed.]

Mr. BROWN: It is the future treatment
«of the mentally defective that we have to
-consider, and consider very seriously; and
in my opinion the Government would do
well to appoint a Royal Commission to in-
quire fully into the whole subject. The
select committee, if I may say so, did valu-
able work in the very limited time at their
«digsposal. But the repert of a Royal Com-
miggion appointed from outside Parliament
and outside the Public Service would be
what I may term a fully aceredited report.
After all said and done, the report
of the seleet committee is, and conld
not be anything but, a hastily prepared
document based on insefficient evidence.
At all events, that is my view; and there-
fore I urge the appointment of a Royal
Commission to go fully into the whole snb-
ject. The opinion of any member of this
‘Chamher, whether a Government supporter
or otherwise, can carry omly a limited
weight, I am sorry to have to say it, and
I say it only because I hope it may result
in some fuiure good; but the fact that
members of Parliameut do not take so keen
an interest in this matter as they should,
has bheecn made evident by the oceasion
which has arisen for drawing your atten-
tion, Mr. Cbairman, to the want of a
quornm. I make a speeial appeal to all
hon. members to read the report and evid-
once through, word for word. The select
commiltee could have used much stronger
language in their report than they did, and
#till the report might have been deseribed
as mild.

Hon. P. Collier: That is quite obvious.

Mr. BROWN: The reason for the mild-
ness of the tone adopted by the select
committee is that we did not wish to dis-
play to the Western Australian people and
to the rest of Australia—for thia report
will go to the Eastern States—how depler-
able is the condition of things here as
regards the ecare of the mentally defective.
I am convineced that of the 1,130 patients,
200 or 300 are auffering more from senile
decay and general break up than from in-
sanity and, in my opinion, they should he
separated at once and treated differently.
According to the doetors, they might be
technienlly insane, but from a common sense
point of view, they are merely eccentrie, and
their age is such that a child conld restrain
them if restraint were necessary. All they
require is someone to hand their food to them
and keep them elean. The economy that
could be effected by separating these patients
would he of great benefit to the institution,
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Hon. P, Collier: In other words, there
ought te be a c¢lagsification,

Mr. BROWN: A classification is attempted
and carried out as far as possible, bnt the
very limited area makes classification diffi-
eult. The Government should make a serious
effort to give these poor bheggars better
sleeping accommodation during this summer,
At present they are herded together with only
12 inches or 15 inches between the beds, and
quite irrespective of whether they are Euro-
peans or .Agiatics, When I questioned Dr.
Bentley in regard to the nationality of
patients he said, ‘*We have a patient be-
longing to every nation in the world.'’ Chin-
ese and aborigines are sleeping in the same
wards, anf probably often amongst Aus-
tralians and Britishers. This is most unfair,
There should be a segrepation to avoid such
unpleasantness. Had I the ability to tell
the committee what I feel in connection with
this matter it would take some hours, and
would stir the Committee and the country to
a recognition of the deplorable conditions ex-
isting at Claremont in connection with the
people who should be receiving the great-
est care and comsideration and some of the
comforts that human beings are entitled to.

Mr, STUBBS {Wagin) [10.583]: I do not
intend to cover the ground that has been so
ably traversed by previovs speakers, If any
hon, member is seeptieal regarding the state-
ments made in this Chamber to-night, he
should devote a couple of hours te a per-
sonal inspection of the Claremont Hospital
for the Insane. Whoever designed the in-
stitution could not have had much know-
ledge of the requirements nor could he have
geen similar institutions elsewhere. During
my vigit with the select committee, the point
«that struek me most foreibly was that in the
airing courts 100 or 150 men of all nation-
alities were crowded together just as they
would be in a prison. Every member of the
committee came away feeling rthat unless
something woere dome to alter the present
condition of affairs, it would be a positive
disgrace to Parliament and the country. I,
in eommon with other members, have not had
as mueh time to devote fo the institution
as I should bave liked, but I saw sufficient to
convinee me that the herding together of all
nationalitics ia a blot npon the administra-
tion and should not be allowed to continue,
I feel confident that the present management
is not in the best interests of the institution.
T have no desire to comment unfavourably
on the gentleman who oceupies the position
of Inspector General. I believe he has ex-
cellent qualifications, but T say it is more
than a one man job and, if the Government
can see their way clear to appoint a hoard
of management, it will lead to a better state
of affairs than exists at present. One of the
things which requires to be remedied at once
is the neglect of fire appliances. Apparently
the hose and fittings have not been touched
sinee the day they were put there when the
institution was built, If a fire oceurred in
the night, disaster would inevitably overtake
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many of the inmates. The method of feed-
ing the patients is not in the best interests
of the inmates because, in temperament,
they vary so greatly. I am omphatically of
opinion that to feed 1,000 or 1,100 people
on similar food, regardless of their digestive
capabilities, is ecertainly not ecaleulated to
give satisfactory results. In the edokhouse,
we saw men spreading slices of bread three
quarters of an inch thick, with jam. They
put the knife into the jam pot, dug out some
jam, ran the knife over one piece of bread
and then jambed ancther piece of bread on
top. This is the sort of food given to the
patients for their tea on 365 days in the
year. We inquired whether a variation in
‘the shape of fruit could not be provided and
were told that the only fruit the patients
got was that occasionally sent by some kind
friend or the surplus oranges from Whitby
Falls. To provide fruit regularly would not
cost o great amount, and even if it did, if
it had the result of restoring one person to
a normal state, it would be money ‘well spent,
‘When we visited Whitby Falls, we found
there were 21 patients, but they had aecom-
modation for nearly double that wsumber,
Surely if the management at Claremont had
a proper system of classification, o number
of the Claremont patients could have been
sent to 'Whitby where better aceommodation
i available than any we saw at Claremont.
‘The management of the Clarumont asylum
veflects little credit upon any member of
the House, the Government, or the people
of the State. I hope that, rovi the atten-
tion of the Government has been called to
the faet that the institution, which was
Dhuilt to accommodate 750 people now con-
tains 1,100 patients berded together like a
lot of prisoners, they will realise that it
does them no eredit. I ask in all serious-
ness that they should take sleps at once
to rectify this position of affairs, Above
all, I ask them to believe the report of the
‘Beleet Committee when it says that the in-
stitution gan be better managed by a board
of eontrol, or a board of paid commissioners.
Two members of thig board could be medi-
cal men, two could be laymen, and one a
woman, If we had a committee of five, the
Government could be reprssented on it by
the appointment by them of one of its
members, and I feel sure that if thig idea
were put into effect a better econdition of
affairs would soon cxist at the institution,
for the benefit of the patients and the cre-
dit of the State.

Mr,
move—

JONES (T'remantle) [11.2]: 1

That progress be reparted.

Motion pot and a division taken with the
following resulf:—
Ayes
Noes

ol BE

Majority agninst
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AYFS.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Trey
Mr. Chesson Mr, Walker
Mr. Colller Mr, Willeock
Mr. Jones Mr. Wilson
Mr. Lambert Mr. O’Loghlen
Mr. Lutey (Teller.)
Mr. Munsle
NOES.
Mr. Anpgelo Mr. Hudson
Mr, Broun Mr. Mazaley
Mr. Browa Mr. Mitchel}
Mr. Draper Mr. Money
Mr, Duft Mr, Nalrn
Mr. Durack Mr. Pickering
Mr. Foley Mr. Scaddan
Mr. George Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Willmott
Mr. Harriseon Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Hickmott (Taller.)

Motion thus negatived.

Mr., JONES (Fremantle) [11.7]: I re-
gret it is necessary to continue the dehate
at this hour of the night, particularly in
view of the lack of atiention that members
o the other side of the House are showing
towards this important subject., This is a
subject which, above all others, deserves that
a clear mind should be brought to bear upen
it, and the best ability that we possess.
Instead of dealing with jaded minds, as
we must have at this late hour, with
what is practically the life and death of an
unfortunate scetion of ihe community
which is unable to help itself, we should be
given an opportunity of dealing with the
question at a more reasonable hour. The
fact that the Govermmeut have refused to
allow further consideration of this report at
2 later date proves the callousness and brutal
inhumanity with which they are prepared
to deal with the mental inefficients of the
State. The Government desire to rush
through the Estimates and to have an op-
portunity of shelving the report of the se-
leet committee. Eaeh member ¢f the select
committee, which sat for several weeks, has
expressed himself in clear and uwnmistak-
able terms as being of the opinion that the
Hospital for the Insane is mismanaged, and
he has shown that there was every justifi-
cation for the appeintment of that com-
mittee. The opinion was formed that
everything was far from well so far as the
management was ¢oncerned, Notwithstand-
ing this, the Government endeavour to' rush
the Bstimates through to-night, and force
hon., members to accept them, so that the
question may be shelved for anothier 12
months. I eannot be a party to that. When
some 15 months ago I first brought up this
question, I realised that my duty as a eciti-
zen would be sadly neglected if, believing
as I did that things were not well with re-
gard to the treatment of these unfortunate
people at this institution, I did not endea-
vour to have gsome inquiry made into the
conditions which prevailed there.
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The Premier: You had yowr inquiry.

Mr. JONES: And I want to see some re-
sult.

The Premier: You cannot expect to see
any result to-night in five minutes.

Mr. JONES: After the able and com-
plete exposition given by my etteemed col-
lcague, the member for North-East Fre-
- mantle (Mr. Angwin) supported by the
other members of the committee, I desire
that members of Parliament may have a
chance of going home and considering, be-
fore to-morrow, when the Estimuates will
come up again for consideration, what posi-
tion should be taken up. Thal is mot an
unreasonable thing to ask the Government
to do. It is not right that we should be
foreed to remain here so late at night to
discuss matters of such vital importance.
Unfortunately for me I have not the mental
vivacity of the Premicr, and at this hour of
the night my mind works slowly and it will
take me perhaps an hour to explain my
ideas when at an earlier period of the day
I could deal with the questior more in-
telligently and when it would take me per-
hapa only minutes.

The Premier: But what have the Esti-
mates to do with the report of the selcet
committee?

Mr, JONES: If the Estimates go through
1 do not know whether the report will lend
itself to the same disenssion. L have had
80 much unreasonable opposition shown by
members of the Government to anything in
the nature of an inguiry being held into the
condition of affairs at Claremont——

The Premier: Oh, no.

Mr. JONES: Perhaps mnot from the
Premicr, but from gther members of
the Government, and partiewiarly the Mini-
gter in charge of the department, that I am
gutisfied we on this side of the House would
not he given the same opportunity to debate
the matter on the motion as we have at the
present time. I wish hon, members to have
the opporiunity to consider this report in the
light of the remarks made by the Chairman
of the scleet committee fo-night, and if the
opportunity be given to do this to-morrow,
wo can arrive at a definite deecision as to
whether or wot we will be prepared to pass
the Fstimates. T have been aecused by the
Minister for Mines of having a bias in this
matter, [ admit that. I never denied it. T
am hinssed against the Inspector General of
the Tusane. I have never c¢ongidered that he
was a fit man to hold the pesition he fills. T
censider it less to-day, and I think the mem-
bers of the select committee are of the same
opinion. The Minister for Mines has en-
deaveured to throw a mantle of partiality
over my share of the proceedings of the
seleet. committee. I regret the Minister is
not in his seat, because in his defence of his
friend Dr. Anderson he was inclined to be
unfair to we. The Minister is unfortunate
in the eclection of his friends. First he had
Mr., Mevenas of Wyndham fame. Then he
had Mr, Tledgea of the new wood line, and
now "a has Dr, Anderson of Claremont.
Proh~*lv in the defence of his latest friend
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be may meet with the same misfortune as
that which overcame him in his endeavour to
defend the other gentlemen., When on the
second occagion this year I moved in the
direction of securing an inquiry into the con-
duct of the Hospital for the Insane, the
Coloniul Seeretary in his reply fo me on Sep-

tember 24th said that the points raised
by me were founded oun  misrepre-
sentation and exaggeration and were
untrue. He also stated that I had

teken an active part in much of the
trouble which oceurred over the isolation at
the institution, ‘That was the opinion of the
Colonial Secrctary on that oeccasion.

The Colonial Secretary: You did take an
active part.

Mr, JONES: The Colonial Secretary haa
not read any of the evidence if he says that.
If he reads the evidence he will realise that
the men who left that institution during the
isolation and who gave cvidence, stated that
I advised them not to Jeave the iustitution
unless they left in a body. I advised them to
be as solid as the members of the Govern-
ment are when anything that affects vested
intercsts is proposed by this side of the
Hovse.

The Colonial Seeretary:
did not take your advice.

Mr. JONES: Had they taken the advice
I gave them this trouble with regard to the
isolation would never have arisen. The evi-
dence will show exactly the part that I took
with regard to the men whe were in jsolation,
I pave them mo advice as to coming out.

The Premier: What is it that you wang
from the Government now? Do you want to
dictate what we should do?

Mr. JONES: The Premier i3 rather unkind
in suggesting that I want to be a dietator.

The Premier: What is it then?

Mr. JONES: T am merely a eypher in this
matter. I became a member of the seleet
committee somewhat reluctantly and my
selection was alse against the wish of hon,
members opposite, who, led by the Govern-
ment Whip, did their best to keep me off the
committee by organising a vote against me.
I went on that commitiee as a biassed man
and whan the report was drawn up I merely
acquieseed in it,

The Premier: Are we to give cffect to
everything that is passed?

Mr, JONES: It would be a wise thing if
the Government gave effect to the recom-
mendations of the seleet committee.

Mr. Angelo: You sounded the alarm; you
are the Big Ben.

Mr., JONES: That is 0ll I did. Other
members of the select committee will admit
that T was the qnietest member of that com-
mittece. T attended every meeting and
watched the proceedings to see that the In-
spector General did not take any unfair ad-
vantage. Just the same, I was not able
wholly to prevent him. He got a copy of all
the cvidence taken, and he diseussed it freely
with sonte of the attendants at the institution.
We allowed him to eall every tittle of evi-
dence he wanted: we refused him nothing.
But I complain that whereas he was allowed
a copy of the evidence to peruvse in confl-

It is a pity they
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dence, he discussed it with junior attendants
at the hospital and put them wise as to what
the other attendants were saying.

" Mr. Augelo: Some of the attendants con-
tradicted that.

Mr, JONES: But others did not.

Mr. Angelo: They gave evasive answers,

Mr., JONES: Naturally, because of the
prospect of their being victimised by the In-
speetor General.  The hon. member would
give evasive answers if his bread and hutter
depended on it. I complain of the despotic
attitude the Inspector General has adopted.
The Premier wishes to know what part of
the recommendations T would have him give
effeet to. [f he would give us an undertaking
that the last clause of the report, that which
deals with the appointment of a board to con-
trol the institution, shall be adopted, person-
ally I do net think anything else would
be needed. Even St. Luke himself would
have been corrupted by being placed in the
position of the Inspeetor General, who has
unlimited ~ontrol of lungey in this State.
His word is never questioned. He hag the
power of lite and death over the 1,100 un-
fortunates in his control. He has the right
to say whether they shall or shall not be
permitted to leave the institution. Tn those
eircumstanees any man would become tyran-
nieal and despotie, would acquire all the ob-
jectionable characteristics of a tyrant if
allowed to remain in that position,

Hon. T. Walker: What a contrast be-
tween him and the lato Dr. Montgomery.

The Premier: The late Dr, Montgomery
is dead.

Hon. P. Collier: The then Government
did not look far for a suceessor, but took
the first at hand.

[Mr, Stubbs resumed the Chair.]

Mr. JONES: The key-note of the po-
sition ia expressed in question 172 of the
evidence, when the Inspector General was
asked, in regard to discharges from the in-
stitution—

Toes not that month’s probation re-
lieve you of any great responsibility if
you let a man out and he goes mad$

The reply of the Inspector General to the
question practically foeuses the whole of the
investigation in regard to the management
on to the coneluding clause of the select
eomunittee’s  recommendations. The reply
to the question was this—

I am responsihlé, I form an opinion as
to the patient’s condition, If a man com-
mitted suicide it conld be said to me,
‘“Yon are supposed to know something
about mental diseases, yet look at the mis-
take yon have made.’” I have that muoch
responsibility.

The whole position is bovrilised inte that one
answer. The Inspeetor General has the sole
responsibility of saying whether a man shall
or shall not go out. If he is not able to
deeide that a patient is fit to go out, i3 he
going to let him out and so condemn him-
self in the eyes of the world¥9 Place a man
in o position where he is responsible to none
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but himself—he is not going to take any
risks at all of prejudicing his professional
reputation by letting a patient out. Per-
sonally I would oppose the appointment of
Dr. Anderson to any position whatever in the
institution. To that extent I am candid, I
de not consider that he is a fit man or that
he has the necessary qualifications, But
even if my point of view is not acceptable
to the Government, if they are anxiovs to
retain Dr, Anderson in his position, just as
the Government of the day were manifestly

- anxious to appoint him to that position—

The Miniater for Works: You know that
there were no doctors to be obtained any-
where in the world at the time.

Mr. JONES: But why appoint him per-
manently? Why could he not have been ap-
pointed temporarily until a more fitting man
was available?

Hon. P. Collier: All other appointments
to the Public Serviee made during the war
were temporary appointments.

Mr. JONES: Is there another case in the
Public Service of this State where a highly
salaried position was permanently filled dur-
ing the continnance of the war? Dr. Ander-
gonn was appointed when all the best of our
medical men were away at the Iront. Dr,
Anderson at no time made any attempt to
go to the Front himself, but wasz careful
to have hig papers marked by the then
Colonial Secretary, "‘This wman cannot be
apared.”” And while all the medical men
who could be spared were facing the risks
of the trenches, Dr. Anderson wormed his
wny inte the position of Inspector Gteneral
of the Insane. This is the man whom the
Minister for Mines and other Ministers are
preparcd to defend now. They are prepared
to allege that I have o bias against Dr.
Anderson, Of course I have a biag against
him, I would not respeet myself if I had
not,

The Premier: Are you not going to lct
the Committee consider this report?

Hon. T. Walker: Surely we are entitled
to a word from the Colonial Secretary to-
night. '

Hon, P. Collicr: Toes the Premier think
that we are school children and that we will
let the FEstimates go through without auny
explanation from the Colonial Secretaryf
Every member of the Committee who has
apoken has criticised the management of
the Lunacy Daepartment, and the Minister
has not a word to say on the subject.

The Celonial Secretary: I am awaiting
an opportunity to reply. You need not worry
about that,

Mr. JONES: I do not want to go over
grommd which has already been traversed, hut
I cannot help calling to mind the obstacles
which were placed in the way of the ap-
pointment of this select committee. I eannot
lielp ¢alling to mind how the attempt made
by me last session te get a Royal Commis-
sion rppointed to inquire into lunacy admin-
istration was defeated. T well remcmber
how that motion was pitehforked about, up
and down the Notice Paper. While T am
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quite prepared to trust the Premier, I do
not know that I trust all the members of the
Government,

The Minister for Works: Not mef

Mr, JONES: Yes, I will trust the Minis-
ter for Works in such a case as this. But
when I bear in mind that the Inspector
General of the Insane has a violent partisan
in the person of the Minister for Mines, I
do not feol disposed to let this thing go
without some sort of protest and without
an endeavour to deal with the need for a
definite assurance that the House will have
au adequate opportunity to discuss the select
committee’s report before the session closes.
There is no use masking the matter,

The Premicr: Of course the House will
have an opportonity to discuss the report.

Mr, JONES: This hour of the early morn-
ing when members are tired is not a fit
time for the discussion of the report. Wa
know that onee these Estimates are through,
the Minister’s troubles about whether this
report is discussed!

The Premier: You are quite wrong, 1
assure yow.

The Minister for Wiorks: You are only
insinuating that.

Mr, JONES: I insinuate it because of the
manner in which my previous metion was
pitchforked about,

Hon, P. Collier: We are taking no risks,
even though we shall have another chance to
diseuss the matter.

The Premier: To have two discussions on
it would be absurd.

on. P. Collier: Tt is not good strategy
to take unnecessary risks.

The Premier: You are not taking any
risks whatever.

Hon. P. Collier: The fact is that we
on this side have been too easy over these
Estimates, and now you want to take advan-
tage of it and get things throngh withount
any explanation, There has not heen a word
from the Colonial Secrctary this evening.

The Minister for Works: You do not give
him a chance, . ’

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. JONES: In speaking on the motion
for the appointment of a Royal Commis-
pion, which was the form of inquiry first
asked for, the Colonial Secretary said, refer-
ring to the returned soldier Edwards who
was not only discharged but was dogged by
the Tpspeetor General of the Insare in an
endeavour to prevent him from securing em-
ployment, that as regards this officer there
were circumstances connected with the ease
which would not stand repetition. That
remark of the Minister is founded on exag-
gerafion and misrepresentation, and has no
basis of trnth. T am not saying that the
Colonial Seeretary was exaggerating or mis-
representing; but I do assert that the man
who gave the Colonial Secretary that infor-
mation was cxaggerating and misrepresent-
ing, was not apeaking the truth. The Com-
mittee knows full well where the information
came from, knows full well that it was given
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te the OColonial Secretary by the Inapector
Ueneral bimself. This fact bears out the
contention of the member for North-East
Fremantie that a Minister is unable to obtain
direet knowledge of the whole management
of this institution and that a Minister who
wants information on a subjeet, say for the
porpose of replying to a question asked in
this Chamber, is solely and wholly dependent
upon the actual head, the Inspector Gemeral
of the Insane.

The Premier: We will give you an oppor-
tunity to discuss this report; It could aot
be otherwise in so serious a matter.

Mr. Jones: But when will that opportunity
be given?

The Premier: Before the session ¢loses.

My, JONES: The members of the select
committee have put so much time and thought
into the compiiation of the evidence and the
Treparation of the report that they are natur-
ally anxious to see some tangible result
from their efforts. I am satisfied with
this report, which was drawn up by the

other membera of the select com-
mittee and in which I concurred. I wish
to emphasige that faet. I do not

want Ministers to think that the report
discloses any spirit of revolutionary Bel-
shevism. I concurred in the report after it
had been drawn up by the other members of
the sclect committee, and the Government
cannot charge any of those other members
with holding fierce revolutionary views.

The Premier: You will have an oppor-
tunity of discussing the report before Par-
liament prorogues. Members have only just
received the report.

Mr. JONES:.I shall be satisfied if the
Premier will agree to report progress before
we go on to the items. Then hon. members
will have an opportunity to read the report,
and to-morrow they will be able to discuss the
items with a knowledge of its contents.
Tf the Premier is prepared to raport pro-
gress now, I shall defer the balance of my
remarks.

The Premier: To meet your convenience
we shall sit, if necessary, for three months,
to allow you to discuss it.

Mr. JONES: Will the Premier report
progress nowd :

The Premier: No.

Hon. T. Walker:
morraw.

The Premier: What have the
to do with this report{

Mr. JONES: We are ashed to deal with
the Estimates when our minds arve tired. It
is my duty to diseuss this question, but it is
a greater hardship for me to have to discuss
it than for members to lister to me.

Hon, T. Walker: If we pass the Esti-
mates, we shall be voting the salary of Dr.
Anderson,

Mr. JONES: Surely members ars entitled
to time to consider the report!

The Premier: The House will vote the

salary, whatever you do.
Hon. T. Walker: I dare say.

It will save time to-

Estimates
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The Premier: Tour months of it must
be voted. You will get an opportunity to
discugs the report.

Mr. JONES: There is no guarantee that

the Committee will vote Dr. Anderson’s
aalary.

The Premier: Four months of it must be
voted.

Mr. JONES: We might cut out some of
the other eight months. There is still a
sum of £500 to Jdeal with.

The Minister for Works: Are you going
to move to reduee the salary?

Mr. JONES: I want members to have
an opportunity to study this report, so that
they will know what they are deing. This
is a simpla request. Members of the select
committce have had only this one oppor-
tunity to give an explanation of the report,
and they have pointed out that if members
were given till to-morrow to study the re-
port, they would be able to dcal intelligently
with the Estimates.

The Premier: Another 20 minutes will
bring us to to-morrow.

Mr. JONES: T mean after a night's
rest, when we shall feel rejuvenated in mind
and capable of dealing with the report, in-
stead of handling it in the jaded, tedious
way I am compelled to do. When I moved
the motion .for the appointment of a Royal
Commission—the motion was amended to
make the inquiry by seleet committee—the
Colonial Secretary accused me of misrepre-
sentation and exaggeration. In the light of
the evidence taken by the select committee,
I have read ecarefully the ‘‘Hansard’’ re-
port of my remarks on that occasion, and T
am gatisfiedl that everything I alleged has
been proved, I should like members to bave
an oppertunity to judge for themselves
whether I made any untrue statements, any
exaggerated statements, or any satatements
which could be designated misrepresenta-
tions, .

The Premier: No one has accused you of
anything,

Mr, JONES: The Colonial Secretary
himself acensed me and in a very vigorous,
virile and violent manner. He accused me
of misrepresentation and exaggeration in
daring to ask that the affairs of the Hos-
pital for the Iusane be inquired into, in
daring to say that a Government irstitu-
tion——

The Minister for Works: You have had
an inguiry by select committee, why mnot
deal with the findings?

Mr. JONES: I am prepared to deal

with the wmatter now, but other members .

have not had the same opportunity to con-
sider the evidence, and I want the Govern-
ment to give them this opportunity before
they consider any of the items on the Esti-
mates. In moving the motion which led to
the appoeintment of the select committes, I
was partienlar not to traverse mueh of the
ground whiek I had covered in the previous
session in ‘pointing ount that things were not
well with the institution. One point I did
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refer to was the matter of croton oil, which
I stated was administered to the patienta
as 8 means of restraint. This is probably
one of the points which the Colonial
Secretary said was based o¢n misrepre-
sentation and exaggeration. 1 emphatically
submit that the whole of the statements I
made with regard to croton oil 28 a means
of resiraint have been proved absolutely by
the evidence tendered to the select commit-
tee. Perhaps the evidence which bears out
my statement most strongly is that of the
storekeeper, from which we found that no
fewer than 150 doses of croton oil per year
had been given to paticnts during the last
five years. When we consider exactly what
eroton oil is, and when we consider the ef-
fect it has on patients—well perhaps I had
better leave the evidence to speak for itself.
The member for Bubiaco (Mr. Brown) ques-
tioned Dr. Montgomery, assistant medical
officer at the Wooroloo Sanatorium, and
elicited the following information:—
Is croton oil used generally as a purga-
tive$—No, never, but it is used in all
mental hospitals and all head cases all
over the world. Tt is a perfectly legitimate
treatment,
The parpeac of it is to soothe the
brein?—¥es, you may put it that way.
Croton oil is used in mental hospitals all
over the world,. When a patient is suffor-
ing from acute mania, you give him three
minims of eroton oil. It is s0 much better
than using restraint.
I did not ask the doctor to make that state-
ment, He made it in reply to questions
put to him by the member for Saubiaco. I
did not put the words into his mouth. He
bears out the very point I made, that croton
0il was used as a means of restraint. Dr.
Montgomery weni further and said, ‘Tt is
so much better than using restraint.’’ The
member for Subiaco further questionad the
doctor—
Then, if we were told it was given as a
purgative, that would be a childish state-
ment?—-It is never given ans n purgative.
No one would dream of uging it as such,
It is a drastic purgative, but there is no
need to use it for that purpose as we have
all the other purgatives,
If T understand the evidence aright, it would
seem that the administering of eroton oil
must be a kind of super method of restraint,
which is better than a straight jacket or
padded room, or the use of sheets to tie pat-
ients down.

Mr. Teesdale: It would be far more hu-
mane than anything of that sort.

Mr. JONES: 1 very muech question
whether it is, There is one point in the evi-
dence which stands out clearly and that is
the class consciousness of members of the
medical profession. There is no closer union
and no more solid organisation of men in
s»v profession or trnde in the world than
that amongst members of the medical pro-
fession, It does not matter whether it be
murder or bigamy, members of the medical
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profession stand by one another to the end.
None of the medical witnesses would actually
admit that eroton oil had a bad effect. It
would be interesting to have a report furn-
ished of the number of deaths in the Hospi-
tal for the Tnsauve during the period covered
by the report of the ecommittee, the eauses
of these deaths, and how large a proportion
of these patients died as a result of dysen-
tery.

Mr. Duff: Or croton oil.

Mr. JONES: A doetor would. not call it
croton oil. A man may be kicked to death
in the Perth mental hospital, or he may have
his ribs brolien so that they perforate his
Jungs and cause death, but the doctor certifies
that the patient has died from a totally dif-
ferent cause. I wonder if there is any
analogy between the giving of this croton
oil and the numher of deaths that have oc-
curred at this institution. The cases in
which eroton oil are administered, we were
informed by the Ingpector General, were very
fow, amounting practically to one or two in
the year.
thing like 150 doses a year are given. I
would eall that more than a few.

Mr, Teesdale: It is only 134 per cent.

Mr. Munsie: We were told there were four
doses in two years.

Mr. Duff: It is a perfectly
treatment.

Mr. JONES: So the {octors say.
Montgomery was asked this question

Do you think that the preseribing of
croton oil should be done entirely by a doc-
tor or under a doetor’s instructions.

The witness answered—

Certainly. Tt ia not a drug that you can
use without diserimination.

On the one hand we have the Inspector Gen-
eral saying that only four doses have been
given in two yecars, and on the other hand
we have evidence as to the amount of eroton
oil eonsumed.

The Minister for Works: Amongst 1,100
paticuts throughout the year.

Mr. JONES: According to the Inspeector
General only two doses were given in a year;
but according to the quantity consumed we
have 150 doses, Tt would ke inferesting to
know who administered all these doses and
who got the other 148 doses. Dr. Mont-
gomery stands behind  his brother profes-
gionals and keeps up the solidarity of the
doctors’ union.

The Minister for Works: You agree with
that.

Mr. JONES: I agree with solidarity. Dr.
Montgomery says that croton oil should only
be given by a doctor. He also says that a
doctor should preseribe it before it i3 given,
and yet 148 doscs of croton oil a year are
not accounted for.

The Premier: You have told us that six
times.

Mr., JONES: I protest against this form
. of interjection. I have not said that six
times, and the Premier i3 endeavouring to
put me in the wrong so that I may be called
to order for repetition. It is my duty to

legitimate

Dr.

Yet we have evidence that somc-
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deal with the report of the select committee
and cndeavour to c¢all the attention of the
few members present to the evidence, Croton
oil has been used at the institution without
the knowledge of the doectors. That indi-
cates a lack of management which seems to
me appalling.

Mr. Duff: Have you any proof of thati

Mr. JONES: The only proof is that the
doctor says two doses were given in a year
and we find that 150 doses were congnmed,
leaving 148 doses unaccounted for.  This
speaks for itself. Either the doctor is telling
an untruth——

Mr. Duff: Did you get that information
from some of the dismissed attendants?

Mr. JONES: We got it from the store-
keeper who is one of your pal Anderson’s
satellites, or pimps if the hon. member likes,
We got it from one of his own men.

'ghe Minister for Works? What is croton
oil

Mr. JONES: Everything I have said and
every allegation T have made in asking for
the appointment of a scleet committee has
been proved by the evidence, In spite of the
faet that the Colonial Seeretary said there
wag ecxaggeration and misrepresentation, I
submit that the statements which T made have
been borne oot by the witnesses, by the men
vwho are still working at the institution, by
those wio have come forward fenrlessly to
give cvidence, knowing that immediately the
effects of this iuquiry have blown over some
excuse will he found by the Tnspector Gen-
eral—if ho is still therc—to get rid of them
and vietimise them in the serviee, ns he has
done with returned soldiers who have left the
staff.  In the course of the first debate it is
curions to note that the whole of the matters
which T Lrought forward, matters of insuffi-
cient attendants, insufficient washing aecom-
modation, lack of antiseptics, the faet that
the alarms did not conneet up with the rooms,
and other questions—all these things were
denied by the Minister then representing the
Colonial Seeretary with just as much vigour
as the Colonial Secretary himself used when
denying the allegations I have made on this
oceasion.  All these have heen investigated,
and all have been proved. I cannot find that
one charge I endeavoured to make againsg
the management of the institution has not
been borne out in every detail by the cvidence
which was taken hefore the seleet committee.
It is an unfortunate thing that matters of
decp seriousncss, like the one under discus-
sion, should creatc amunsement for the mem-
ber for Claremont. Tt is regrettable that
the hon. member is not able to renlise that
the lives of the unfortunate individunls who
are at the Claremont iustitution are practi-
cally in his hands., The Minister for Works
a little while bhaek asked me what eroton oil
wzs. [ have now been able to secure the
‘‘Encyelopedia Britanniea,”” which s
pretty reliable publication, and for the edifi-
cation of the Minister, I will read what it
has to say. [Article deseriptive of eroton nil
read.] 1 think that is a fairly complete de-
scription of ceroton oil and its effeets on pa-
tients, The writer of the artiele permits of



[20 NoveEmser, 1919.]

its being administered to the insane, but
allows as a dose only one-fourth of a drop,
whereas at the institution two drops are
allowed. We found on the evidence not only
that croton oil is administered to the patients
in quantities fonr times greater than allowed
by the writer of the article in the *‘Eney-
clopedia Britanniea’'’—with, of course, effects
on the intestines four times as bad as those
described by that writer—but that the pa-
tients have been placed in cells and given
bread and water for periods up to 14 days,
Such cvidence is a very strong argument for
the board of management recommended by
the select committee. Under the British Act,
no patient ean be placed in restraint for
more than 12 hours without notice being
given to the Commissioners in Lunacy. [
submit that if 2 board such as that recom-
mended by the sclect committee were ap-
pointed, a lot of the restraint mow imposed
upon the patients would be removed. Dr.
Montgomery, who has had considerable ex-
perience in mental work in Great RBritain,
stated to fhe seleet committee that he had
never used a straight jacket or locked a pa-
tient in u padded eell; yet at Clarcmont
every night nombers of patients are locked
in separate cells. Are they in a hospital or
in a gaol? Over the entrance gates of the
Hospital for the Insanc should be written in
Iarge letters, ‘* Abandon hope all ye who enter
here.’? The patients, without apparent causs
except that they are liable to be violent, are
locked in a cell every night. On the evidence
we found that the ablest alienists in the O1d
Country, instead of using restraint, belicve
that if one attendant cannot manage a pa-
tient, two should be put on. But Dr. Ander-
gon for some reason or other has endeavoured
to cut down the number of his staff and has
had only one man on duty in wards where
there are noisy, homicidal, and suicidal
yatients; and to permit of their being com-
trolled by only one man, many of them are
separately locked up for the night. They would
be better off in gaol. They wonld be happier
and have more freedom in the Fremantle
prison than under the present Inspector
General at Claremont. Every time an en-
deavour has been made to bring forward
the claims of the asylum for a larger staft
of attendants on night duty, the Inspector
General has put’ up some specious reason
why those elaims should not be granted. I
regret that 1 was not with the select com-
mittee at the time they visited the mental
ward at the Perth public hospital. At the
time of that vigit, two attendants were on
duty in the mental ward; and from the com-
mittec’s report one would bhe led to belicve
that that is now a permanent arrangement.
Bunt that arrangement obiains only on rare
oceasions, although one of the strongest re-
commendations of the Royal Commission
on the Andinach casc was that two atten-
dants should be constafitly on duty at the
Perth mental ward. One of those rare ocea-
sions, strangely encugh, was the occasion
also of the scleet committee’s visit to the
ward. I do not say anything special was
done then, becanse it was a surprise visit.

1805

But I do say that the present arrangement
veally is {0 assign two attendants from Clare-
mont to the Perth mental ward—each doing
12 hours’ duty, one during the day and the
other during the night, If the ward con-
tains more than three or four patients, in-
cluding cages inclined to be violent, the at-
tendants there are allowed to ring up the
Clarcmont institution in order to obtain the’
assistance of a third attendant; and in the
meantime the Pertl publie hospital is sup-
pused to supply an orderly pending the ar-
rival of that third attendant, In many in-
stances—one of them oeeurred as recently as
August of this year-—it has been impossible
to raise an orderly from the Perth publie
hospital; and this has resulted in one at-
tendant heing put inte hospital and two
others being injured. Those three cases have
happened sinee August last, The facts I
have stated make it plain that there is ab-
solute necessity for the stationing of two
attendants for day duty and twe for night
duty ot the Perth mental ward permanently.
The danger arising to paticnts and atten-
dants glike from having only one attendant
‘on duty in that ward cannot be too strongly
insisted upon, ‘There is, of course, a differ-
ence in attendants; and here let me say that
L tully agree with the member for Subiaco
that age and size of attendants should be
taken inte account. 1t is impossible that a
boy of 18 or 19 should give the best mensure
of eficiency in attending on mental defee-
tives. Earlier in the debate some hon. mem-
ber interjected, *Why were not returned
soldiers obtained to fill the positiona of the
attendants who walked out during the iso-
Iation period?’? I am sorry if [ offended
the cars of the member for Snbiaco by a
word which I was forced to use, but I want
to tell him that that was the way in which
the soldiers themselves put the matter. Their
actual words were, ‘*Those men who walked
out were returned men, and we cannot scab
on ow ecobbers,”’ Fowover, the vacancies
were immediately fillel by beys—the only
men put on being, I belicve, men who had
worked on the Fremantle wharf and of the
class whom the member for Hannans, when
refering to them here, foreibly deseribes as
scaba, The question of the rcinstatement
of the attendants who walked out during
the isolation period should be taken into ae-
connt while these Kstimates are being con-
sidered. As the report expresses it, these
men left in acecordance with the decision of
the majority of the attendants at the Hospital
for the Tnsane, In his speech vn my motion
asking for the appointment of a Royal Gom-
mission the  Colonial Secretary—again
guided by the false black hand of the In-
speetor General—said that at the meetings
of tho attendanta twa or three voted one
way and two or three another way, while
the majority Aid not vote at all. If he
reads the evidence given hefore the select
eommittee, evidence in the course of which
varioun withiesses strongly corroborate one
another, he will find that a fairly represen-
tative meeting decided by & majority of
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three to one that the whole of the attendants
should walk out, I do not care what shade
of political opinion a member may profess,
I do not eare what his particular views may
be upon industrial problems, but I am sure
a spirit of solidarity amongst men must ap-
peal to him, The man who stands by his
mates “has the “respect of everybody. When
the attendants went to the pgate on that
oceasion on which I am alleged to have made
an inflammatory speech

Mr, Pickering: Was *that the only oe-
cagion on which you made an inflammatory
gpeech?

Mr, JONES: I have made inflammatory
apeeches, and believe that I shall make them
again; but I did not make one on that ocea-
sion. On that particular occagion T merely
appealed to the men to stand together. I
said to them that if they wanted to go out,
they should go out in a body; that if they
wanted to stay in, they should stay in as a
body. T trust I shall never advise men to
do anything that I am not prepared to do
myself, [ wonld not take such a position as
that taken the other evening by the member

for SBassex, when he championed the gay .

houses of Koe-stret.

Mr. Pickering: Mr. Chairman, T must ask
for a withdrawal of that statement. T have
never championed the gay houses of Roe-
atrect, T aslk for an apology at the same
time.

The CHATIRMAN: The member for Sus-
sex asks for a withdrawal.

Mr. JONES: Then I certainly withdraw
the remark.

Mr. Troy: I think the hon. member ought
to explain, Fe has objected fo the ex-
pression, ‘‘gay houses in Roe-street.’’
What is the difference between gay houses
in Roee-strect and gay houses in Harvest
terrace?  Why does he seck a withdrawal
aud an apology?

Mr. Brown: This ia a gay house.

Mr, JONES: T should like to have an ex-
planation from the hon. member but, in
defercnce te the Chair, I shall withdraw.
The whole of the attendants decided to
tnke certain action and, when they met at
the gate, some of them thought the other
fellows were going to stick to their word.
They thought they were men of their word.
It was just like members of this House
deciding to vote in n eartain way, crossing
the floor to do so, and then finding that

gome members had twisted and remained-

behind. This was the position they took
up. A motion was carried that the attend-
ants should abide by the decision of the
majority and the result now is, apparently,
that these mer who went out are to be
starved and not permitted to get a living
anywhere, so far as the Government are
concerncd. They are to be forced to their
knees in the mud befors they are permitted
to have a crust of bread to live on. The
Government cannot put ap any defence.
They cannot offer any excuse for their
action in regard to these men, whose only
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erime was that they were trne to their
mates and abided by a majority decision
of their ecomrades. They are to be penal-
ised, victimised, and refused positions any-
where where positions are offering for all
time. This is a point on which the Colonial
Secretary has got to make a decided state-
ment. The sclect committee have recom-
mended that these men be taken back as
vacancies occur, These men, being returned
soldiers who have learned in a pretty hard
school . what comradeship means, who
have learned while fighting for Australia in
the trenches what it means to stand to-
gether, these men are being penalised and
vietimised, Some of these men have not
donc any work since. They have not had
an opportunity to get work and, even when
some of them have got work, as Edwards
did at the Old Men’s Home, there was a
conversation on the ’phone between the
master of the home and the Ingpector Gen-
eral; a midnight ride was taken to the
under secretary’s residence in order to try
to get this man sacked and put on the
street because he had dared to stand true
to what his comrades had dceided.

[Mr, Munsie took the Chair.]

The Minister for Works: Whom do you
blame for that? ’

Mr. JONES: To a certain extent, T blama
the apathy of the Governmont. T do not
say their intentions were bad but I blame
them for allowing themselves to be led by
a despotic and tyrannous individual like
the Inspector General,

The Honorary Minister :
Edwards is in his job to-day.

Mr. JONES: Although the Government
have shown apathy in the past, I do not
think they will continue to do so.

The Minister for Works: Not if they get"
a little croton oil.

Mr. JONES: The Government might
show that they are sincere in their pro-
testations regarding what they intended to
do for the men who went to the war,
Nothing was to be too good for our soldiers.
Here is a chanec for the Government to
show it. Of the attendants who filled the
places of the returned soldiers who walked
out, many of them are Thoys and
many of them are men who are not in
the same street for ability and efficieney
a3 the men whose places they have taken.
I azy these boys, who are unfittcd for the
job, could he dispensed with. Their ap-
pointments have not been made permanent
yet, and the older men could be reinstated
straight away. The Government will not
suffer indignity if they do this. There will
be no sacrifice of any prineiple. On the
contrary, they will be sacrificing prineiple
if they do not adopt this course. The
whole question has been thoroughly in-
quired into by the committee and now that
the inquiry is over, the Government wonld

That is why
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show a humane discretion if they allowed
these men to be reinstated straight away.

The Minister for Works: We will give it
fair consideration,

My, JONES: I thank the Minister for
that assurance, and shall now feel very
much more contented on that partieuiar
point. Regarding the attendants who were
dismissed, a very peculiar case was that of
attendant Roe, another returned soldier,
who was aceused of Dhaving gone out
through the fence to talk to his.wife and
returned to the institution again.

Hon. P. Collier: A terrible erime !

Mr, JONES: Members have to remember
that most of these attendants were married
men. They had been away from their
wives for some time, merely seeing them
through the fence at a distance. I put it
to memhers, how would they have behaved
in the same circwnstances? The attendants
might certainly bhave made appointments
with some of the pretty nurses, but most of
-them were married men and remained true
to their wivea. The case of Roe shows up

in a particularly clear light the charne-
ter of the Inspeetor General.  According
to the evidence, Roe purchased some

oranges at the eanteen, met his wife at the
fence, pushed the oranges through ome by
one and stood talking with her for some
little time. When abont to return to his
quarters he saw some dark figures watch-
ing him; someone was sleuthing him. In
-the darkness of the night, there stole pussy-
footed npon him the Inspeetor Gemeral of the
Tnsane. That is the only resemblance the
Inspector General has to the pussyfoots
who are talking prohibition in the United
States, The Inspector General flatly
accused Roe of having been out. T asked
the Inspector General, ‘‘Did you see Roe
come in??’ and he replied that he did not
‘but that he had put a mark on the palings
and, when he looked at the particular paling,
the mark had not been disturbed; econse-
gquently Roe must have been out, Here is
an instance of the despotic tyranny of this
individual, Dr. Anderson. He could not
say Roe had been out, but beeanse the par-
ticular paling where Roe said he had pushed
the oranges through to his wife had not
heen disturbed, Dr. Anderson said he must
have been ont. Dr. Anderson did not see
where Roc came from. MHe just saw him
walking along the fence where he had been
talking to his wife, and straightway he ze-
ensed him of having been out, Roe denied
that he had been out, but Dr. Andecrson
maintained that he had been owt. Then it
was a case of ‘foff with his head: push him
‘through the fence; ood-bye! ’’ The leader
of the Opnosition said Dr. Anderson was not
fit to be in charge of a party of black fel-
lows. Of course he is not. He is not fit
to be in charge of the herd of pigs at Clare-
mont. What kind of justice is this: what
kind of treatment has he meted out to men
who have been away fighting on the battle-
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fields of France against just this sort
of tyranny, This sums up his atti-

tude to Roe, ‘“Because I say you have
been oumt, you have been out, so out
you go  again.’’ We eannot for a
motent tolerate a man who is guilty of this
sort of thing. Should we be surprised that
the 19 men who walked out had sufficient
manliness to defy a man who behaved in this
childish, hysterieal way?

The Minister for Works: Did the doctor
admit that?

Mr. JONES: Yes. I consider this is one
of the finest pieces of proof we have as to
the character of the individval who holds
the office of Inspector General, with the
power of life and death over thes¢ men. I
shall quote the evidence for the benefit of
the Minister for Works, I observe that the
Minister for Works is s0 greatly interested
in the matter that he has left the Chamber.
The case of Roe demonstrates very clearly
the Inspector General’s ideas of justice. The
cage of McGowan has heen dealt with fairly
fully by the member for North-East Fre-
mantle.  All through the evidence every-
thing bears witness to the faet that ‘once a
man in the position of the Inspector General
is given this awful and onnatural power it
tends to make him somewhat of a despot.
Even the best of men will, if inclined to be
tyrannical, become despots if they hold
such power, despots compared with whom the
Tate lamented Kaiser and the late lamented
Czar Nicholas wonld be mere children. Con-
gequently 1 hoepe the Committes will in their
wisdom decide that the last recommendation
contained in the report will be given cffect
to, namely, that the Inspector General ia
not a fit and proper person to hold his posi-
tion. The behaviour of this gentleman has
been deseribed as that of a wild beast of
the forest, and it may lie nceessary as a
protest against it te move that his salary
be reduced.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. F.
1. Broun—Beverley) [1245 am]: I am
gorry 1 have to reply at this late hour.

Hon. P. Collier: You will elose the general
diseussion on this portion of the FEstimates.

The CHAIRMAN: Tf the Minister replies
le will close the discussion.

Mr. Troy: I should like to have something
to say on this matter but have no desire to
speak at any great lengih.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I think it is time fo
report progress, I move—

That progress be reported and ileave
asked to sit again,

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result—

Avyes
Noes

Ma jority against

|| @2
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AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Walker
Mr. Colller Mr. Willeock
Mr. Duff Mr. Wllson
Mr. Jones Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Lutey {Teller.)
Mr. Troy
NoEs.
Mr. Angelo Mr, Mitchell
Mr. Broun Mr. Money
Mr. Brown Mr. Nalrp
Mr, Draper Mr. Pickering
Mr. Durack Mr. Scaddan
Mr. George Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Grifiiths Mr. Willmott
Mr. Herrison Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Hickmott (Teller.)
Mr. Maley

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [12.50]: We
are indebted to those hon. membera who de-
voted so mueh time to the work of the select
committee, and whose report has been the
subject of disenssion to-might. T have heen
perusing the report and some of the evi-
dence, and I have come to the conclusion
that the report is milder than the evidence
warrants. It appears that the committee, in
order to obtain a unanimous report, have
toned down the results of the evidence, and
whilst that may be commendable in some
cases, in cases of this description it is an
action that I cannot approve of.

Hon, W, ¢, Angwin: That is not so,

Mr. TROV: 1 am of that opinion. On
one oceasion I was guilty of snch an error
myself, I was chairman of a select commit-
tee and in order to secure 5 unanimous re-
port T allowed my impressions to be set aside
jn the hope that the unanimity of the select
committee would have the cffect of bring-
ing about an improvement, which was de-
gired in connection with the matter under
investigation.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
this case.

Mr. TROY: On reading the evidence of
the seleat. committee into the management
of the Hospital for the Insane, I came
across instances of vecorded brutal treat-
ment, and that is what makes me arriva at
the conclusion that the report is too mild.
The seleat committee was appointed after
considerable opposition, partienlarly from
the Minictry, but I am satisfied now that a
very good thing was done when the select
committee was asked to make these investi-
gations. The evidence bears out that Dr.
Anderson didl that, which I on other oceca-
sions have said was contemptible, in connec-
tion with the ease of Tdwards., Having dis-
missed him, Dr. Anderson pursued him in
order to seeure his further dismissal from
the Old Men’s Home. Mr. Milner stated in
evidenee that had he been in the position of
Edwards he would have followed cxactly the
same ¢ourse as Edwards did. Edwards wrote
a letter respectfully begging permission to

That was not so in*

" fused
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see his wife, who was about to undergo a
serious operation. That permission was re-
him, 1Dr. Anderson denied that
Idwards had written the letter, but we now
know that the letter was written, and it ap-
pears in the evidence., Thus Dr, Anderson has
been proved to he unreliable and despotie,
and it is not in the best interests of the
State that he should have the supreme power
he possesses over the Claremont institution,
Furthermore, his treatment of MeGowan was
unworthy. He dispensed with MeGowan’s
services owing to that unfortunate man’s ill-
health, and it is now stated that he dis-

missed him for some other reason. I
have alsoc read the evidence of a wo-
man who was formerly an immate of
the institution, and who 1is now mar-

ried and apparently in good health, I must
aceept her evidence as true in the absence
of evidence to the contrary. This woman
states that the treatment she received
was inhumane and it resulted in her having
to undergo a serious operation later on. If
that statement is true, and there has heen
nothing to contravert it, the seleet commit-
tee lhas not commented on it sufficiently
strongly, The evidence right through has
the impress of truth, and it represents that
apart from want of proper supervision at
the hospital the patients bave been subjected .
to brutal treatment. It is the worst thing
that could happen in gueh an ingtitution.
Both the member for Subiace (Mr. Brown)
and the member for Wagin (Mr. Stubbs)
stated to-night that the result of their in-
vestigations shows that the supervision and
maintenance of the Hospital for the Insane
are 5 scandal, and 2 refleection on Parlia-
ment. I do not admit that; becauvse neither
Parliament nor the people had any know-
ledge of the actmal state of affairs at the
institution. TFurthermore, neither the people
nor Parliament had an opportunity for
knowing the full faets. No reflection
can be cast on members of the House, We
were ignorant of the proceedings at the hos-
pital, the treatment of the patients, the over
crowding, the want of supervision and of
medical attendance which the seleect com-
mittee in their report show have o¢btained at
the asylum., What is going to happen as the
result of the report of the seleet committeed
Is the report to be set aside, as so many re-
ports arc? Are these happenings to con-
tinue? Is Dr. Anderson to be retained as
Inspector (leneral of the Insanc? The select
committce have set out elearly that under
the administration of Dr. Anderson the
position of affairs at the ssylum ecomstitnte
o scandal. What are the Government going
to do¥ Tf what the seleet committee has
stated is correet, the Government ought to
be in a position to inform us now what they
propose to do in regard to the maintenance
of the hospital in future. We want to know
that to-night. Tn looking over this report I
have heen struck by the strong feeling, I
suppose it would be called eaprit de ecorp,
which exigts among the officers of the de-
partment, Dr, Anderson desires to wreak
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‘his vengeance on somebody. He inspires Mr.
North, who in turn inspires somebody else.
‘Dr. Andersen is accused of intemperance.
Mr. North rushes to members of the select
committec with the informatiom that Dr.
Anderson has never been guilty of intemper-
ance, These are the people in whose hands is
the unfortunate Colonial Secretary. From
these he must get his information; and it is
because of the advice of these officers
:and  their loyalty to onme another that

the strongest opposition was shown in
this House to any inquiry being held.
The Government ought to have some

policy in regard to the asylum. Tf on this
‘Commitiee rests the responsibility, the Govera-
ment should give the Commitiee an oppor-
‘truity for accepting that responsibility, If
the hospital is overerowded, lot the Govern-
ment make the announcement that they are
Loing to provide the money necessary for the
-enlargement of the building. If the adminis-
tration of the hospital is unsatisfactory, or
if the Inspector General has his hands too
full, Jet the Clovernment state now what they
propoge to do. The appointment of a bhoard
is recommended by the select committce. If
the Government propose to improve the con-
ditions at the hospital, let us know now, and
I am sure the Committee will give the neees-
sary approval. I acecpt mo rtesponsibility
whatever for any scandal that has occurred
in regard to the asylum, but I think it is the
duty of the Colonial Seerctary te make a
statement to the Committee rognrding the
officer apparently responsible and to give the
Committee a lead in the direction of making
the bospital worthy of the confidence of this
Parliament and the community.

Mr, LUTEY (Brown Hill-Tvanhoe) [1.10]:
(i 13 most regretfable that thia important vote
should, owing to the Government’s refusal to
report progress, be discussed at so late an
honr, when members cannot approach the sub-
jeet with fresh minds. I have a lively recol-
lection of the 2lmost jocular manner in which
the matter of the administration of eroton oil
was digposed of by members sitting on the
Government henches, at the time the motion
for the appeintment of a Royal Commission
to iucuire into the Claremont Hospital for
the Insane -was under disenssion. It wag
treated as if there was nothing in it. We
were assured that only four doses of croton
©0il had been given in the institution. Tf the
-seloet committee had done nothing else, it
‘would have justified its appointment by un-
carthing the fact that about 150 doses of
eroton oil have been administered to the pa-
ticnts at Claremont. TFrom the ¢fEmneyclo-
pedia Britanniea’ T learn that fhis purgn-
tive has very serious cffects on the system.
We should nscertain how many of the Clare-
‘mont patieuts have died of bowel complaints,
for the administration of so dangerous a
drng, except under medienl orders, is almost
equivalent to murder. Tet me read to the
‘Committee Dr. Hueh Montgomery’s evidence
regarding croton oil—
3607, 'Was croton oil cver used while
you were there (Claremont)?—I canuot
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remember that they ever did, but it is quite
legitimate treatment. It is used in all head
injuries, and it is a legitimate treatment in
all mental hospitals, In a cas¢ of acute
tania, eroton eil is a perfectly legitimate
treatment, and it iz guite safe.

We have it in evidence from the late
head attendant that the late Dr. Mont-
gomery never used croton oil unless it wag
for a case of extreme constipationf—I
think that is incorrect, because it is a per-
foetly legitimnte treatment. You give a
patient three minima of croton oil, and that
i3 quite legitimate. That would be practi-
cally three drops. It is also used in head
cases, If a person has c¢oncussion and is
unconscious, you put three drops of
eroton oil in butter and put it on the back
ot his tongue.

Now, the *‘Eneyeclopmdia Britannica’’ says—

The maximum dose of croton oil is two
minims, one-fourth of that quantity being
ugnally employed.

That is information given on the very highest
medieal authority; but it is contradieted by
Dr. Hugh Montgomery, who says that three
minims of croton oil shonld be administered.
We should wmake the fullest inquiry into the
matter. Front the evidence it is plain thas
very drastic treatment has been adopted at
the Claremont asylum, and that fact in itssif
justifies the appointment of a Royal Cominis-
sion. The matter should be sifted to the very
hottom, and the blame placed on the right
shoulders, Again, we learn that a system of
salutiig has been instituted at Claremont.
Are we going to tolerate that sort of thingd

Mr. Willeock: AMilitarism!

Mr. LUTEY: Next we shall have saluting
in the Railway Department, and then in the
Public Works Department. Such snobbish-
nesa ought to be sternly repressed. There is
no room for scrvility in Awstralia.

The Minister for Works: But civility does
no harm,

Mr. LUTEY: No, certainly not; but, irre-
spective of the accident of position, one man
is as good as the next in this country. To
salute a man cvery time one encounters him
is to show servility, I belicve in treating
cverybody with maniy respect, but the intro-
duetion of the saluting system into our publie
institntions is to he resented. The evidence
before the seleet committee brought to light
the fact that a patient who had been dead
for some years still continued to be regularly
reported as ‘‘gradually improving.’’ There
must b2 something wrong in an institution
where sueh a thing is pessible,

Mr. Pickering: That happeiied before Dr,
Anderson’s time of office.

Mr. LUTEY: The incidont seems to sug-
gest that Dr. Anderson had some oeenlt means
of communicating with that patient in the
realmg above and of securing reports of the
man’s spiritual progress. Though the select
committee have shown great cnergy in  ob-
tnining cvidence and have done splendid work,
the chances are that further inquiry would
bring to light some morc dead patients who
go on ‘‘hnproving slightly.’’ Perhaps the
doctors are still in teuch with the celestial
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world and are still receiving reports that
gome of the dead men are improving. I hope
that, even at this late hour, the Government
will agree to report progress so that we shall
bhe able to give this matter the thorough
congideration which the report of the select
eommittee shows is necessary. We should
search every detail of the report and see that
the hospital is beyond reproach, that those
citizens who have relations in the imstitu-
tion might rest content that the patients are
being properly cared for.

The Honorary Minister: Are you speak-
ing feelingly?

Mr. LUTEY: I have no relations there,
but there are people in my constituency who
have, and they will be thankful to the Houze
for having appointed the select commitiee.
People should have the assurance that, when
their relatives ¢come under the care of the
State in an institution like the Hospital for
the Insane, they will receive adequate and
proper attention. Again I appeal to the
Government te report progress.

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [1.23]: I
move—

That progress be reported.
Motion put and negatived.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J.  George—Murray-Wellington) [1.24]:
During the discussion which has taken place,
one thing which has struck me particularly
is the apparent agreement amongst members
of the committee to make charges against
Dr. Anderson. One cannot help thinking
that with all the best of intentioms—I have
no idea of imputing anything against the
scleet. commitiee—they have not given to an
accused person the opportunity, which is
allowed in all ovr Jaw ecourts and at all our
ianuiries, to be present and te defend him-
self.

Mr, Brown: I rise to a point of order.
No one was accused of anything. We had
no trial of any individunal.

The CHATRMAN: T uphold the point of
order. The Minister is not justified in con-
tinuing in that strain.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We carried out the
Standing Orders; in fact we exceeded the
Standing Orders in favour of Dr. Anderson,

The CHATRMAN: I ask the Minister for
Works to proeeed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I was not
aware that T was out of order in anything
I said.

The CHAIRMAN: I think you wcre.

Hon. T. Walker: You acensed them of a
conspiracy to accuse Dr. Anderson.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS:
not,

Hon, T. Walker: In effect you did.

The CHATRMAN: Order! The point of
order has been decided. The Minister for
Works will proceed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If any mem-
bers of the select committee have any such

I did
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idea, I ask them to remove it from their
minde. I believe that, from their point of
view, they did everything which was fair.
Judging from the debate, it is cvident that
the whole affair hinges around the fitness
or otherwise of the Inspector Gemeral for
the position he holds. That is a very serious
matter to bring forward, and it ecan be
brought forward with perfect order, If wo
wish our judgment to be guarded and based
on the principles, of fair play, we must allow
the person who is accused in the House or
in the evidenee an opportunity to present
his dase and to examine those who made
the aceusations againgt him,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: There is no gceusa-
tion here. .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The aceun-
sations made in this House this evening have
been to the effect that Dr, Anderaon is not
a fit and proper person to be in charge of the
ingtitution.

Mr. Chesson: No more he is.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There is
no sophistry that can get away from that
faect, If it ia nmot put forward as a charge
the inference is there, and the inference has
made itself felt, seeing that the member
for Cue has interjected that he is mot fit
for the position. That is a serious matier.
When an ingniry takes that trend it he-
comes a matter for the individual’s opinion.

Hon, P, Collier: For the opinion of the
committee.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They are
of course entitled to their own opinion. Here
is a man occupying a most important and
tryiing position, one upon which the calls
vary throughout the day and every day in the
year, and such a man mnst have every op-
portunity given to him——

Hon. P. Collier: So he has. Here is the
report, He has had three days in the wit-
ness box.

Mr, Willeock: And liberty to make what-
ever statement he liked.

Mr., Angelo: Have you read the report and
the evidenec?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
pretend that I have digested the whole of this
report. I am of opinion that the committes
have been influenced in what they say. I do
not say they are bringing forward aunything
with bias, but on the evidence aubmitted
to them there is a serions and cumulative ac-
cusation ngainst the Inspector General, whe
occupies such a trying position, and if I have
the opportunity I will give him more lati-
tude than le evidently has had here. I have
known many doctors who have oceupied sim-
ilar positions in different parts of the world,
and my experience teaches me that the trials
of that position are such that the holders
themselves may easily hecome mental or
be driven to drink. We have had in-
stances in this State. When a man in charge
of a number of men and women in this con-
dition is being judged, consideration must be
given to all his responsibilities, and he must
he afforded more latitude than wonld be
necessary in the case of a doctor who was en-
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gaged in ordinary professional work. I have
had to go to the Hospital for the Insane on
one occasion. It took me some time before
I could get out of my mind the impression
I received regarding those unfortunate in-
dividuals, IF one visit wounld have had that
effect upon me, as no doubt il had upon mem-
bers of the seleet ecommittee, and whilst I
had not felt the cumulative effect of con-
stant association with the institution, what
mist it be for 2 man who has to spend all
his time in assoeiation with it?

Hon. T. Walker: Are you arguing that Dr.
Anderson has gone mad?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No more
than T am arguing that the hon. member
has gone mad.

Hon. P, Collier: That is your line of de-
fence,

Mr. Chesson: You said that he would
either go mad or take to drink.

The MINISTER FOR WORKES: If there
is no hope of continuing the government of
such a big concern as the Hospital for the
Insane, where are we going to land so far
a3 all these paticnts are concerned?

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You have practically
aceused us of being unfair towards this man,
I will quote you the Standing Order to show
what liberty he has had.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If I am
transgressing——

The CHAIEMAN: I say the Minister is
treading on dangerous ground.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Then I
will sit down, '

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie} [1.32]: Not-
withstanding the lateness of the hour I think
that some tribute should be paid to the mem-
bera of the select committee. .

The Honorary Minister: ¥ou have said
that before

Mr. LAMBERT: And I will go on saying
it until you take off your hat.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must '

address the Chair,

Mr. LAMBERT: I was replying to the
interjection of the Honorary Minister.

The CHAIRMAN: I have given every
hon. member fair play. The hon. member
will get all the fair play tbat he wants.

Mr LAMBERT: I only desire to point ont
that T was answering the Honorary Min-
jster, and I had no desire to transgress,

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member may
continue,

Mr. LAMBERT: The Government would
have been well advised if they had taken
into eonsideration the recommendation of the
committee as to the appointment of a board
of commissioners te control this institution.
Much has been said about Dr, Anderson. It
ill beeomes members of Parliament either to
use their prerogative or their privileges as
memberg to attack an official of this deserip-
tion unless there is some rcasonahble ground
for doing so. I do not know anything of Dr,
Anderson’s attainments, but I do think that,
even with my personal regard for him, ho is
temperamentally unfitted for the position he

sl

occupies. He is not singular in that respect,
becanse probably nine-tenths of the officers
of this House and those who compose this
Agsembly are also temperamentally unfitted
for their positions.

The CHAIRMAN: I do not think the hon.
member is justified in saying that,

Mr. LAMBERT: If you think I am not
Justified in saying that, possibly my trifling
reference to the composition of the House——

The Honorary Minister: It is one of the
grossest insults T have ever had to listen to.

The CHAIRMAN: It is not fair eriti-
elgm.

Mr. LAMBERT: It ia only by way of
comparison, but 28 usual the Honorary
Minister has indulged in his spirit of
levity,

‘The Honorary Minister: There is no
spirit of levity in that.

The CHATIRMAN: I ask the Honorary
Minister not to interject.

Mr, LAMBERT: Regard must be had to
the temperamental attitude of Dr, Ander-
son since this investigation was mooted. I
do not think the Minister coutrolling the
departmont can say that Dr. Anderson is
the mest competent person available to
occupy this position, I do not say he has
in any degree not attempied to do all that
could be done, I only hope that the Min-
ister controlling this department will not
be dogmatie in his attitude, and will not
contend that Dr. Anderson is the only man
who can control lunacy matters in this
State. This is a serious question. Dr.
Anderson is a fine gentleman as o man, and
it would ill become any hon. member to
attack him in the slightest degree, but we
have a right to ask, particularly when we
bear in mind the unrest which has been
shown to exist in the attitude of the public
towards this institution, that the Govern-
ment should give an assurauze that the re-
port of the seleet committee will receive
serious consideration at their hands, and
that the rececommendations will be given
effect to.

The Premicr: We will give yon that ay-
surance.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am pleased to hear
that. I understood that there was a sort
of unflinching attitude towards the recom-
mendations of the eommittee, That would
be regrettable, because hoth the Minister
controlling the department and the Pre
mier must view with serious alarm the evi.
dence which has been adduced before fhe
select committee, and most alse see tho
necessity for the stringent recommenda-
tions which have been made. Our paramount
duty is first of all to place ourselves in the
position of the Imspector General of the
Insane, and realise the diffienlties of his
position. We should also try to rcalise whe-
ther he could do full justice to those who
are under his care, and who are dircctly
concerned in the resnlt of his administra-
tion. While I have the greatest regard for
Dr. Anderson as a mgn, and possibly as a
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doetor, I feel that—quite apart from the
evidence given before the select commit-
tee—he is temperamentally uufitted for the
position be holds to-day. KEven if the ses-
sion closes without proper consideration be-
ing given by members to the report of the
sclect committee, I hope the ‘Government
will be fully seized with the wecessity for
giving cffect to the more essential recom-
mendations the committee saw fit to make,

Hou. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [1.42]: Now
that the general debate on the vote has been
coucluded, I will move—

That the vote be reduced by Z£500.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (North-East TFre-
mantle) [1.43]: As chairman of the select
committee and on behalf of the members of
the committee I desire to say that I strongly
resent the accusations made by the Minister
for Works. I would like hon. members to
be aequainted with the position. The Stand-
ing Orders of the House were viclated by the
select cominittee for the express purpose of
cnabling Dr. Anderson to have all possible
information, everything in faect that came
under the mnotice of the seleet committee,
There were no charges made against Dr.
Anderson, but the committee thought that
some witness might possibly prefer a charge
agrinst the doctor, and that the doctor should
then be in the pogition of knowing what
was said almost as soon as the matter was
laid before the committee. Consequently Dr.
Anderson was allowed to have a copy of the
cvidence when it was available, and that was,
when the printed copies reached the com-
mittee. If a Royal Commission had been
appeinted Dr. Anderson could have been ro-
presented before it. The Minister for Works,
instead of making charges against the com-
mittee, should have expressed regret that he
did not assist in bringing about the appoint-
ment of a Royal Commisgsion which was what
wag agked for originally, The select com-
mittee had to prepare their report on the
evidence given and the only aeccusation made
ogainst Dr. Anderson 13 in regard to ad-
ministration. The committez came to the
conclusion that the administration was not
good, and they recommended- that another
system of management should be instituted.
I will real what the Standing Order 352
says with regard to evidence—

The evidence taken by any seleet com-
mittee of the House and documents pre-
sented to such committee, which have not
been reported to the Mousc shall not be
diselosed or published by any member of
the Committee or by any other person.

The committee should have abided by that
Standing Order, but they violated it in order
to let Dr. Anderson know what was going
on. Now we have the Minister for Works
acensing the committee of not acting fairly
to Dr. Andersom. Turther than that, when
Dr. Anderson appeared to give evidence he
was handed 2 typewritten copy of the cvi-
dence of another doctor which had heen
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taken on the day previously so that he might
have an opportunity to reply to that as well
if he cared to do so. Dr. Anderson took that
evidence away with him so as to peruse it
over night. The accusation of the Minister
for Works is grossly onfair, and it is not
the kind of thing that is llke]y to induce:
hon, members to undertake onerous work of
this description in the future. Charges of
bias are not likely to encourage members to,
offer their servieces in the future in conmee~
tion with matters of publie importance which
require to be investigated. In this case fhe
select committee endeavoured to frame a true
statement on the evidence submitted, and
unprejudiced members of this Assembly will,
I think, agree that they succceded in their
rask. I have nothing whatever to say against
Dr. Anderson. The réecommendation of the
select committee that the system of manage-
ment should be altercd does not suggest that
Dr. Anderson should be thrown out. There
is nothing to prevent him from receiving the

appointment of superintendent under the
new scheme.
[The Epeaker resumed the Chair.]
Progress reported.
House adjourned at 1.50 am.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m,, and read prayers.

SELECT COMMITTEE, STATE CHIL-
DREN DEPARTMNET.

Interim Report.
Mr., SMITH (North Perth) brought up
an interim report by the seleet commitiee

appointed to inquire into the State Chil-
dren Department,

Report received and read, and ordered to
be printed.



